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One of the most significant topics in Islamic philosophy of ethics,
mysticism, and spirituality concerns the relationship between majazt
(metaphorical) love and haqiqi (true) love—a question that returns to
the possibility, modality, and criterion of love's sublimation (ta‘alt)
from the sensible domain to the intelligible and divine order. Sadrian
theosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya), by virtue of its foundational
principles—including substantial motion (al-haraka al-jawhariyya),
gradational being (tashkik), the union of intellect and intelligible
(ittihad al-‘aqil wa-l-ma‘ql), and personal unity of existence (wahda
shakhsiyya al-wujiidy—affords a comprehensive explanatory
framework for the possibility of love's sublimation; a trajectory that
commences with metaphorical love and, through the existential
journey (suliik) of the soul, culminates in divine love and annihilation
(fana’) in the Absolute Beauty. Employing a philosophical-
conceptual method of analysis, this study extracts and analyzes three
distinct models of the possibility of love's sublimation within Sadrian
theosophy: the first model is grounded in substantial motion and the
soul's intensifying (ishtidadi) course; the second is based upon
imaginal (mithali) and intellectual (‘aqli) perceptions; and the third is
founded upon the unity of existence and divine vision (shuhtd).
Subsequently, these three models are compared along axes such as
their compatibility with empirical approaches to love, the role of
human volition in the sublimation of love, the boundary between
metaphorical and true love, and the spiritual function of love. The
findings indicate that these explanations, despite their conceptual
differences, are reconcilable within the framework of the
transcendent theosophy and may be regarded as complementary
levels of a single philosophical-spiritual system concerning love.
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1. Introduction

One of the most central and enduring questions in philosophical inquiries into
love concerns whether human love—and particularly metaphorical (majazi)
love—can occupy a legitimate and effective position within the trajectory of
spiritual sublimation and the attainment of true (haqiqi) and divine love. If such
sublimation is indeed possible, then what are the mechanisms and criteria that
govern this transformative ascent? This question has acquired renewed and
heightened significance in the contemporary period, particularly with the
proliferation of reductionist perspectives and exclusively empirical approaches
to love. Such approaches tend to reduce love to biological, psychological, or
neurological functions, thereby neglecting its meaning-oriented, ethical, and
theological dimensions. In stark contrast to these reductive frameworks, the
transcendent theosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya) of Mulla Sadra offers uniquely
robust philosophical resources for defending the possibility of love's sublimation
and for explicating the relationship between metaphorical and true love. By
virtue of its integrated metaphysical system—which encompasses substantial
motion, gradational being, the union of intellect and intelligible, and the personal
unity of existence—Sadrian philosophy provides a comprehensive framework
within which love's ascent from the sensible to the divine can be coherently
articulated and rigorously defended.

2. Methodology

This research has been organized employing a philosophical method of
analysis, utilizing library-based sources and primary textual materials. The
investigative process proceeds through the following sequential stages: First,
the binary distinction between true and metaphorical love is delineated from
the perspective of Sadrian theosophy. Second, through systematic consultation
of Mulla Sadra's corpus and the foundational principles of the transcendent
theosophy—including substantial motion (al-haraka al-jawhariyya),
gradational being (tashkik al-wujud), the union of intellect and intelligible
(ittihad al-‘aqil wa-l-ma‘qil), and the personal unity of existence (al-wahda
al-shakhsiyya li-l-wujiid)—three distinct models of the possibility of love's
sublimation are systematically extracted and formulated. Subsequently,
through a comparative analysis of these three models, their respective
capacities, limitations, and points of interconnection are elucidated.

3. Findings
Based upon the foundational principles of Sadrian theosophy, this article
introduces three principal models for explaining the sublimation of love:

Model One: Corporeal Origination and the Intensifying Motion of Love, Lover,
and Beloved

In this model, love is explicated through its intimate connection with existence
(wujud). Since the reality of being is gradational (mushakkak) and comprises
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multiple ontological levels, love too possesses a gradational character.
Consequently, metaphorical and true love do not differ in their essential nature
but rather in their ontological rank and object of attachment. The human soul,
in accordance with the doctrine of substantial motion, commences from
corporeal origination (hudith jismani) and progressively moves toward
imaginal (mithalT) and intellectual (‘aqll) immateriality. Human love
accompanies the soul throughout this existential journey; in other words, love,
lover, and beloved together undergo an intensifying (ishtidadi) course of
sublimation, transforming from the corporeal level to the spiritual, and from
the lower degrees of spirituality to its higher and divine stations. The element
of volition (irdda) plays a pivotal role in this process, for the ascent of love
toward higher levels is attainable only through conscious volition and rational
spiritual wayfaring (suliik-i ‘aqlant).

Model Two: The Beloved as Imaginal and Intellectual Realities

This model is grounded in the theory of imaginal and intellectual perceptions
(idrakat-i mithalt wa ‘aqli). According to Mulla Sadra's formulation—and
particularly as elaborated by ‘Allama Tabataba T—encountering sensible
objects in fact provides the occasion for the soul's connection to their imaginal
or intellectual Forms (suwar), which exist at a higher, immaterial level of
reality. From this perspective, love for a material beloved is in truth love for
that beloved's imaginal or intellectual reality, and the human faculty of
imagination (khayal) or intellect (‘aql) becomes united with that reality. Thus,
the sublimation of love is not merely the outcome of ethical volition but rather
an inherent requirement of the soul's perceptual structure and a necessity
arising from it; for every sensory perception constitutes a bridge toward
engagement with higher realities. This explanation is intimately connected
with the doctrine of the union of intellect and intelligible (ittihad al-‘aqil wa-
l-ma‘qiil), demonstrating that the union of lover and beloved is in reality the
very union of perception at the imaginal and intellectual levels.

Model Three: The One Divine Beloved

In this model, which is founded upon the personal unity of existence (al-wahda al-
shakhsiyya li-I-wujiid) and Mulla Sadra's distinctive perspective, metaphorical love
is essentially denied any independent reality and acquires meaning only in relation
to Absolute Reality. On the basis of the personal unity of existence, every love is
ultimately love for God, even if it appears outwardly to be directed toward a finite
existent. From this standpoint, the boundary between metaphor and reality is purely
conventional (i‘tibart), for all things are modes (shu'tinat) and manifestations
(tajalliyat) of Absolute Existence. The sublimation of love here signifies the
unveiling (kashf) of this very truth and the direct vision (shuhiid) of the Absolute
Beloved behind all phenomenal manifestations. This explanation, rather than
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emphasizing a gradual process or an epistemic refinement, is grounded in mystical
vision and inward spiritual transformation.

Comparative Synthesis

The comparative analysis of these three models reveals the following key points:
Compatibility with Empirical Approaches: The first model—unlike the other
two—demonstrates significant compatibility with empirical and evolutionary
approaches to love. According to this explanation, love at its lower levels
(animal love) is a natural and biological phenomenon that, through the
existential transformation of the soul, can be elevated to divine love. This
model thus enables a meaningful connection between scientific and spiritual
accounts of love, preventing reductive interpretations that favor materialism
in love while excluding its spiritual dimensions.

The Union of Lover and Beloved: Regarding the question of the union of
lover and beloved, the second model understands this union as resulting from
the direct vision (shuhiid) of the imaginal or intellectual reality of the beloved,
while the third model grounds it in existential and essential unity. The first
model, however, emphasizes the soul's creative capacity in constructing the
image of the beloved within itself, thereby offering a more dynamic and living
portrayal of union.

The Role of Human Volition: In the third model, human volition is
subsumed under the universal will and sovereign agency of God, and love is
more a manifestation of an essential existential relation than a voluntary
matter. In the second model, although the epistemic dimension is prominent,
the role of volition in transcending the sensory level to reach the imaginal and
intellectual levels remains operative. In the first model, however, the role of
volition is particularly pronounced, for the soul's substantial motion entails
gradual actualization through choice, cultivation (tarbiya), and spiritual
vigilance (muragaba).

The Boundary between Metaphorical and True Love: In the first model, the
boundary between metaphorical and true love is an intensifying and gradual
one; that is, although human love in its origination has a corporeal and natural
source, in its continuation and existential course it progressively traverses the
levels of spirituality and draws nearer to the reality of love and true love. In
the second explanation, this boundary is defined in terms of the differing
existential levels of the beloved's object (material, imaginal, intellectual). In
the third model, however, the distinction between true and metaphorical love
becomes effectively meaningless, for every love is in its inward reality a
manifestation of divine love, even if the lover remains unaware of this fact.

The Spiritual Function of Love: In the first model, love, through focusing
upon a single Form (strat), purifying the faculties, and liberating from
multiplicity, prepares the ground for spiritual wayfaring. In the second model,
engagement with the higher levels of the beloved (imaginal or intellectual)
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prepares the ground for the soul's immaterialization and the sublimation of its
perceptions and attentions. In the third model, however, love is itself identical
with spiritual wayfaring, for everything in existence is a manifestation of the
one true Beloved, and love enables the disclosure (inkishaf) of this truth.

4. Conclusion

Despite the differences noted above, all three Sadrian models are reconcilable
within the framework of the transcendent theosophy and may be regarded as
different interpretive levels of the single unified process of love's sublimation.
These levels range from the cultivation of the soul and the purification of
desire, through the higher stages of imaginal and intellectual perceptions, and
culminating in the vision of the unity of existence and the immediate
disclosure of the true Beloved in all manifestations. This demonstrates that
Sadrian theosophy possesses the capacity both to defend meaning-oriented
approaches to love and to facilitate engagement with empirical approaches,
while simultaneously opening a path for the spiritual and theological
reconstruction of the concept of love in the contemporary world.
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The hadith "Hubbu ‘Ali ya’kulu al-sayyi’at kama ta’kulu al-nar
al-hatab" (The love of “Alf consumes sins as fire consumes wood)
ranks among the prophetic traditions transmitted in numerous Sunni
sources concerning the virtues of the Commander of the Faithful,
‘All ibn Abi1 Talib (AS), in various phrasings. Nevertheless, the
contemporary Salafist current, adopting a skeptical approach, has
challenged both the chain of transmission (sanad) and semantic
indication (dalala) of this hadith, classifying it among weak (da ‘Tf)
or fabricated (mawdi') traditions. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and drawing upon authoritative biographical
evaluation (rijal) and hadith sources from Sunni and Sh1'7 traditions,
this study critically evaluates the chain-of-transmission and
semantic objections raised by Salafists against this hadith. The
research findings indicate that the claim of weakness regarding
transmitters like Muhammad ibn Salama al-WasitT and Ahmad ibn
Shabawayh is contradicted by numerous statements of prominent
Sunni hadith scholars—including al-Hakim al-Nisabtiri and Ibn
Hajar al-*Asqalani—who explicitly affirmed their trustworthiness
(thigat) or veracity (sadiiq). Furthermore, the transmission of this
hadith in early, authoritative sources such as Al-Mustadrak ‘ala al-
Sahthayn, Tarikh Dimashq, Kanz al-'Ummal, and Riyad al-Nadara,
alongside explicit affirmations of its authenticity by scholars like
Zayn1 Dahlan, attests to its well-received status within the Sunnt
hadith corpus. Semantically, objections such as the charge of
exaggeration (ghuliiw), alleged contradiction with the primacy of
love for God and His Messenger, and incompatibility with the
practical stance of Imam ‘Ali (AS) are addressed through an
ontological analysis of love and the distinction between "true love"
(mahabbat haqiqi) and "professed love" (mahabbat iddi‘a’7).
Ultimately, the Salafist approach to weakening this hadith, rather
than being grounded in rigorous hadith-critical criteria, is rooted in
theological presuppositions and reductionism concerning the
virtues of the Prophet's Household (Ahl al-Bayt) (AS).
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1. Introduction

The doctrine of imama (leadership) as the locus for the articulation of religion,
and wilaya (spiritual authority) as the heartfelt bond between the believer and
the Imam, constitute two of the most central theological tenets of the Imami
Shi‘T school. Within this framework, love (mahabba) for the Commander of
the Faithful, ‘Al1 ibn Abi Talib (AS), occupies a position of exceptional
distinction—not merely as an ethical virtue, but as an index of faith (iman)
and a criterion for the acceptance of deeds, as attested in numerous prophetic
traditions. Among the most celebrated of these traditions, widely transmitted
in the sources of both major Islamic schools (al-fariqayn—Shi‘T and Sunni),
is the hadith: "Hubbu ‘Alt ya’kulu al-sayyi’at kama ta'kulu al-nar al-hatab"
— "The love of ‘Alf consumes sins as fire consumes wood." Through a vivid
simile, this hadith likens love for Imam ‘Ali (AS) to a fire that rapidly reduces
the fuel of sins to ashes, thereby preparing the ground for the soul's spiritual
sublimation (ta‘al1) and inner purification (tathir batini).

In the contemporary period, however, the Salafist and Wahhabi intellectual
current—adopting a constrictive approach influenced by the theological
presuppositions of Ibn Taymiyya (d. 728/1328)—has sought to undermine the
credibility of this virtue through two principal instruments: chain-of-
transmission criticism (tad‘1f al-ruwat) and semantic challenge (tuhmat al-
ghultiw). This movement, relying upon a particular reading of the methodology
of the "pious forebears" (al-salaf al-salih), has adopted a posture of skepticism,
weakening, and diminishment in its engagement with traditions concerning the
virtues (fada’il) of Imam ‘Al1 (AS). The intellectual axis of this approach is the
emulation of Ibn Taymiyya and his later commentators, who, in their respective
works, have mounted extensive and selective critiques of the chains and texts
pertaining to the virtues of the Prophet's Household (Ahl al-Bayt) (AS). Scholars
such as al-Albani (d. 1999) in his Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Da‘1fa and Faysal Niir in
his various treatises, employing unconventional and overly stringent
biographical standards, have deemed this tradition flawed.

The urgency of the present research is underscored by several factors. First,
the Salafist movement, availing itself of extensive media platforms,
continuously propagates doubts (shubuhat) concerning the virtues of the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS), and the present study offers a scholarly and well-documented
response to these doubts. Second, insofar as this current presents itself as the
exclusive representative of Sunni Islam and the "saved sect" (al-firqa al-
najiya), this investigation clearly demonstrates that their positions regarding
the virtues of Imam ‘Al (AS) are not only at odds with the Imam1 perspective
but also stand in contradiction to the hadith heritage and the approach of
numerous major Sunni scholars. Thus, this study makes a significant
contribution to distinguishing between mainstream Sunni discourse and
Salafist-Wahhabi discourse. The primary objective of this article is to provide
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a scholarly and documented response to the Salafist doubts and to establish
the chain-of-transmission validity and the semantic soundness of this hadith
within the theological framework of Sunni tradition.

2. Methodology
This research has been conducted employing a "descriptive-analytical"
method, drawing upon authoritative biographical evaluation (rijal) and hadith
sources from both major Islamic schools (al-farigayn). The investigative
process unfolds through the following sequential stages:

Stage One: Through a terminological analysis (wakavi-yi istilah-shinakhtt)
of the concept of "love" (hubb) within the Islamic intellectual system, its
doctrinal, practical, and mystical dimensions are elucidated.

Stage Two: Adopting a critical approach, the chain-of-transmission (sanad)
and semantic (dalala) objections raised by the Salafist current are evaluated
on the basis of the established criteria of the science of biographical evaluation
(rijal) and historical-hadith evidence.

Stage Three: In responding to these doubts, both methods of "positive
response”" (pasukh-i halli}—establishing validity through citation of
authoritative sources—and "refutational response" (pasukh-i naqdi)—
critiquing Salafist foundations by highlighting their internal contradictions,
particularly their acceptance of supernatural favors (karamat) for figures
within their own tradition—are employed.

3. Findings
The findings of this research may be categorized into chain-of-transmission
and semantic dimensions as follows:

3.1. Chain-of-Transmission Analysis (Tahlil-i Sanadr)

The most significant Salafist challenge concerns the weakening of the
transmitters of this hadith, particularly Muhammad ibn Salama al-Wasit1. A
careful biographical (rijali) investigation reveals that numerous early
scholars—including Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani (d. 852/1449) and al-Hakim al-
Nisabirt (d. 405/1014)—have explicitly affirmed the trustworthiness (thigat)
or at least the veracity (sadiiq) of these individuals. The stringent criticisms
advanced by al-Albani are, in many instances of "weakening" (tad 1f), devoid
of scholarly criteria and arise from "ideological rigidity" (tasallub 1dyuldjik).
When the traditionists (huffaz) of earlier centuries have included the traditions
of these transmitters in their compilations and adduced them as evidence
(ihtijaj), the subsequent weakening by later critics—absent new evidence—
lacks scholarly validity.

3.2. Presence in Early Texts (Jaygah dar Mutiin-i Kuhan)
This hadith is cited in dozens of authoritative Sunni compilations and has
never throughout history been designated as "fabricated" (mawdi‘) by
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prominent scholars of the four major schools of jurisprudence. The explicit
affirmation of its authenticity by Zayni Dahlan (the Shafi‘1 muftt of Mecca, d.
1304/1886) in response to opposing currents demonstrates that within the
fabric of Sunni religious culture, love for the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) has been
regarded as a salvific element (‘unsur-i najat-bakhsh).

3.3. Semantic Critique (Naqd-i Dilali): Response to the Charge of Exaggeration
(Ghulaw)

Salafists contend that this hadith conflicts with monotheistic principles (usiil-
i tawhidi) and constitutes a form of exaggeration (ghuliw) regarding ‘Al1
(AS). In response, it must be emphasized that "love" (mahabba) in religious
discourse is a concept that transcends mere sentiment; love for the Imam
signifies "acceptance of spiritual authority" (wilayat-padhirt) and "following
in spiritual wayfaring" (payrawi dar sulik). When the Imam's authority
(wilaya) is the embodiment of divine authority (wilaya ilahiya), its purifying
effect is likewise derivative of that same lordly authority. Thus, there exists no
conflict between love for the Imam and monotheism (tawhid).

3.4. Refutational Method (Rawish-i Naqdr)

This research has demonstrated that the Salafists fall into a "criterion
contradiction" (tanaqud-i mi ‘yar) in their critique of this tradition. They affirm
supernatural favors (karamat) for figures within their own tradition that are far
more ambiguous and exceed the significance of the efficacy of love for “Ali (AS),
yet they treat these with leniency (tasamuh), whereas in the case of the
Commander of the Faithful (AS), they apply stringent chain-of-transmission
and semantic scrutiny to dismiss the tradition.

4. Conclusion

Through a comprehensive investigation of the chains of transmission and the text
of the hadith "Hubbu ‘Al1 ya’kulu al-sayyi’at," this research has arrived at the
conclusion that the contemporary Salafist current—relying upon a "rigid chain-
of-transmission critical foundation" (mabna-yi naqd-i sanadi mutasallibana) and
the "fallacy of exaggeration" (mughalata-yi ghuliw)—seeks to weaken the
virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS). The validity of this hadith is established through
its inclusion in early hadith compilations and the trustworthiness of its
transmitters. From a theological standpoint, love for Imam ‘Ali (AS) occupies a
strategic position within the Islamic intellectual system in the processes of "soul
purification" (tathir-i nafs) and "return to God" (bazgasht bih su-yi Khudavand).
The elimination of such traditions inflicts damage upon the rich heritage of love
for the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) among Muslims.

In conclusion, the following recommendations are offered: To further
strengthen these discussions, the mystical dimensions of the "existential effects
of love" (athar-i takwini-yi mahabbat) in other hadiths should be subjected to
independent research, so that the connection between theological doctrines and
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existential realities (haqa’ig-i wujiidi) may be rendered more perspicuous. This
article establishes that "love for ‘Ali (AS)" is not a mere theological claim but a
life-giving and sin-purifying principle within the prophetic tradition that has
enjoyed consensus among traditionists throughout history.
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1. Introduction

The question of the methods for determining the Imam and Caliph has
consistently ranked among the most contentious and persistently debated
issues in Islamic theology (kalam), particularly within the Ash‘art school of
thought. From the perspective of Ash‘art theologians, the mere possession by
an individual of the requisite conditions and attributes of the Imamate (imama)
is insufficient for the actualization of the office of caliphate; rather, this office
must be legitimized through specific methods and procedures. Among these,
"vicegerency" (istikhlaf)}—or testamentary designation (‘ahd)—has been
advanced as one of the most important means of legitimizing governance and
appointing the Caliph. In the Ash‘arT view, the vicegerency of the second
Caliph (‘Umar) by the first Caliph (Abt Bakr) constitutes evidence for the
establishment and validity of his Imamate, and this method, in comparison
with other means (such as allegiance (bay‘a) or explicit designation (nass)), is
regarded as an independent path to legitimacy.

However, the fundamental question that animates this inquiry is whether
this method possesses a robust logical and transmitted (naqlt) foundation. To
establish the authority (hujjiya) of vicegerency, the Ash‘aris adduce six
principal categories of evidence: (1) the tradition attributed to ‘Umar during
his final illness; (2) the tradition attributed to ‘A’isha concerning the Prophet's
(PBUH) request for paper and ink; (3) the hadith of emulation (iqtida’); (4)
the authoritative force of the actions of the Rightly Guided Caliphs (hujjtyat
fi‘l al-khulafa’ al-rashidin); (5) analogical reasoning (qiyas) comparing
vicegerency with the appointment of military commanders during the
expedition of Mu'ta; and (6) consensus (ijma‘). The present study has been
organized with the objective of critically evaluating these evidences and
uncovering the internal inconsistencies in the Ash ‘arT foundations concerning
the question of vicegerency.

2. Methodology

This research has been conducted employing a descriptive-analytical method
with a critical approach. The research data have been primarily gathered from
authoritative theological (kalami), hadith, and historical sources of the Sunni
tradition, particularly the works of prominent Ash‘arT theologians such as al-
Ij1, al-Amidi, al-Taftazani, and al-Damiji, as well as the six canonical hadith
collections (al-Sihah al-Sitta—especially al-Bukhari and Muslim), and
historical works such as Tarikh al-Tabari, Ansab al-Ashraf of al-Baladhuri,
and Murij al-Dhahab of al-Mas‘td.

The research method proceeded as follows: First, the Ash‘arT perspective
on vicegerency and their sixfold evidence were systematically expounded.
Subsequently, each of these evidences was individually subjected to critical
scrutiny using the criteria of the science of hadith (‘ilm al-hadith—chain-of-
transmission and textual criticism), the principles of logical reasoning
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(identification of circular reasoning (dawr) and petitio principii (musadara ‘ala
al-matlab)), and the method of historical-comparative analysis (examining the
practical conduct (sira) of the Caliphs in contrast to the prophetic tradition).
The methodological innovation of this research lies in two directions: first, the
discovery of a "methodological circularity" (dawr-i rawish-shinakhti) in
Ash‘arT reasoning—namely, the reliance of vicegerency upon consensus and
the practice of the Caliphs, while these very sources themselves require prior
proof of the Imamate; second, the presentation of an "internal behavioral
critique" (naqd-i dariini-yi raftari) based on the contradiction between the
practical conduct of the second Caliph (‘Umar) and the prophetic tradition in
numerous historical instances.

3. Findings
The findings of this research may be categorized into five principal axes:

3.1. Weakness of Chains of Transmission and Textual Disruption (Idtirab) in the Traditions
The investigation revealed that the tradition of vicegerency attributed to
‘Umar is transmitted in more than fourteen different versions, exhibiting
variations in wording, sequence, and content (such as the mention of Abl
‘Ubayda, supplicatory phrases, and interpretive additions). According to the
criteria of the science of diraya (the science of hadith comprehension), these
variations indicate textual disruption (idtirab) and severe weakness in the
chain of transmission (sanad). Similarly, the tradition of ‘A’isha is confronted
with three principal variant transmissions (in al-Bukhari, al-Dhahabi, and Abi
Shuhba) that contradict one another in wording and content. The hadith of
emulation (iqtida’) is likewise not transmitted in the two authentic collections
(al-Sahthan—al-BukharT and Muslim), and scholars such as al-Albani, Ibn
Hazm, and al-Dhahabt have explicitly weakened it.

3.2. Lack of Evidentiary Indication (Dalala) of the Traditions for Vicegerency
The text of the ‘A’isha tradition contains no explicit reference to the concepts
of "caliphate" (khilafa), "Imamate" (imama), or "succession" (khalifa). The
phrase "aktuba kitaban" (let me write a writing) is general and ambiguous, and
may be interpreted as referring to personal testamentary bequests, ethical
counsels, or financial matters. Moreover, the Prophet (PBUH) explicitly
retracted this decision and deferred the matter to divine choice.

3.3. Contradiction between the Practical Conduct (Sira) of ‘Umar and the Prophetic Tradition

The research demonstrated that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab on numerous occasions
acted in opposition to the prophetic tradition and the command of the Prophet
(PBUH): his objection to the performance of funeral prayer over the repentant
woman (al-Bukhari); his objection to the Treaty of Hudaybiya and his
expression of doubt in faith (al-Sijistani); his prevention of the recording of
the Prophet's (PBUH) testament on "the day of Thursday" (yawm al-khamis)
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with the statement "Inna al-rajula la-yahjuru" (Verily the man is delirious)—a
statement that attributes to the Prophet (PBUH) words of raving (hajr)—and
his ordering that a person in a state of major ritual impurity (janaba) who lacks
access to water should abandon prayer altogether rather than perform dry
ablution (tayammum), thereby contradicting the explicit text of the Qur’an (al-
Ma’ida, 5:6). Consequently, an individual who himself was not adherent to the
prophetic tradition cannot establish authoritative force (hujjiya) for others by
appealing to that same tradition.

3.4. Refutation of the Claim of Consensus (Ijma‘)

Upon examination of historical sources, a comprehensive list of opponents to
the caliphate of Abti Bakr has been identified: Imam “Alf (AS) (who refused to
pledge allegiance even under threat of death), Lady Fatima al-Zahra’ (AS),
Imam al-Hasan and Imam al-Husayn (AS), al-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam, al-
‘Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib, Salman al-Farisi, al-Miqdad, Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubada,
‘Ammar ibn Yasir, Ubayy ibn Ka‘b, and others. Ibn Hazm al-Andalusi, in this
regard, states: "UfF li-kulli ijma‘in yakhruju ‘anhu ‘Ali ibn Ab1 Talib" (Fie upon
every consensus from which ‘Al ibn Abi Talib is excluded). Furthermore,
consensus, by virtue of its inherent fallibility and the absence of definitive textual
proof (nass gat 1), lacks the competence to establish the rank of the Imamate.

3.5. Discovery of Methodological Circularity (Dawr) in Ash‘ari Reasoning

For the first time, it has been demonstrated that the Ash‘aris, on the one hand,
regard vicegerency as an independent path, and on the other hand, define it as
grounded in consensus and the practice of the Caliphs—whereas consensus
and the practice of the Caliphs themselves require prior proof of the Imamate.
This argumentation suffers from petitio principii (musadara ‘ala al-matliib)
and fallacious analogy (qiyas ma“ al-fariq)—the analogy of the fallible actions
of the Caliphs to the infallible practice of the Prophet.

4. Conclusion

On the basis of the research findings, none of the six evidences adduced by
the Ash‘arTs—the traditions, the practice of the Caliphs, the authoritative force
of their actions, analogical reasoning with the expedition of Mu’ta, and
consensus—possesses sufficient scholarly and logical validity to establish
"vicegerency as an independent method for determining the Imam." The cited
traditions suffer from weakness of chain of transmission, textual disruption,
and lack of explicit evidentiary indication. The practical conduct of the second
Caliph stands in manifest contradiction to the prophetic tradition. The claim
of consensus is invalidated by the presence of prominent Companions among
its opponents. Moreover, Ash‘arT reasoning is founded upon methodological
circularity and fallacious analogy.
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Thus, vicegerency not only lacks rational and transmitted support, but is
also internally inconsistent with the Ash‘aris' own foundations—namely, the
authority of consensus, the authority of the prophetic tradition, and the
fallibility of the Caliphs. This research, for the first time, by presenting an
"internal behavioral critique" and uncovering "methodological circularity,"
has opened a new horizon in theological critique of the methods of
determining the Imam, and demonstrates that the Ash‘ari theory of
vicegerency is fundamentally unstable and untenable.
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1. Introduction

‘Allama Muhammad Bagqir Majlist (d. 1110/1699), renowned as the preeminent
traditionist (muhaddith) of the Akhbari school and often characterized by a
literalist (zahir-garayana) approach, exhibits in his numerous works a substantial
reliance upon rational arguments (adilla-yi ‘aqlt) and assigns a central role to
reason (‘aql) in the explication and understanding of religious knowledge
(ma‘arif-i dini). This apparent paradox—the simultanecous commitment to
transmitted tradition (hadith) and extensive recourse to rational demonstrations
(barahin-i ‘aqli—combined with the presence of seemingly contradictory
statements in his critiques of reason, generates a serious theoretical ambiguity:
What precisely is ‘Allama MajlisT's position concerning reason and rational
knowledge? Does his opposition to philosophy (falsafa) suffice to establish his
affiliation with the AkhbarT school?

In the contemporary period, the School of Tafkik (Separationism), which,
through a literalist and tradition-centered approach, denies rational knowledge in
the domain of religion, has sought to legitimize its own epistemological position
concerning reason and rational perceptions by appealing to prominent Shi‘1
figures. The adherents of this school, through numerous citations to ‘Allama
Majlis1, endeavor to present this eminent scholar as their intellectual root and
foundation, thereby lending legitimacy to their own epistemology of reason and,
more broadly, to their entire doctrinal framework.

The present study, by analyzing the epistemology of reason in ‘Allama
Majlist's works, addresses the following question: Does a genuine intellectual
affinity exist between ‘Allama Majlist and the School of Tafkik, or is the Tafkikis'
citation of him a form of "misappropriation" (istinad-i inhirafi)? The clarification
of this question not only contributes to a more precise rereading of ‘Allama
Majlist's thought, but also prevents potential misinterpretations of his scholarly
legacy that might be employed to undermine the role of reason in understanding
religion.

2. Methodology

This research has been conducted with a theoretical, problem-oriented, and
developmental approach, building upon and complementing previous studies.
The investigative process proceeds through the following stages:

Stage One: Data Collection — The required data were gathered using a library-
based method, focusing on the works of ‘Allama Majlist and Tafkiki thinkers.
Primary sources include ‘Allama Majlist's Bihar al-Anwar, Mir’at al-'Uqil, and
‘Ayn al-Hayat, as well as the works of Mirza Mahdi Isfahant and his students.

Stage Two: Analysis and Evaluation — The collected data were evaluated
through rational and transmitted (naql1) analysis, with careful attention to the textual
evidence and the internal coherence of each perspective.

Stage Three: Comparative Assessment — A comparative examination was
conducted between the two perspectives to identify their commonalities and points
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of divergence, particularly with respect to the foundational questions of
epistemology.

3. Literature Review and Research Background

A review of the research background reveals that while numerous studies have
examined ‘Allama MajlisT's epistemology of reason, none have specifically
compared his epistemology of reason with the School of Tafkik. Articles such as
"The Instruments and Means of Religious Knowledge from the Perspective of
‘Allama Majlis1" (Sorkheh'T and Khodadadi), "Approachology of “Allama Majlist
Regarding Human Knowledge: Philosophy, Mysticism, and Principles of
Jurisprudence," and "The Place of Reason in ‘Allama Majlists Theological
Methodology" (‘Azim1 and Ghafurinezhad) examine ‘Allama Majlist's
epistemology and methodology, but none establish a connection with the School
of Tafkik. Similarly, the article "Ontology and Epistemology of Reason in the
Tafkik Perspective" (Shakirin) analyzes the ontology and epistemology of reason
in the Tafkiki school but never engages with ‘Allama MajlisT's perspective. The
article "Critique of Tafkiki Theology from the Philosophical Perspective of
‘Allama MajlisT" (Imam Jum-‘a), although it addresses both perspectives in
combination, focuses on theology and offers no analysis or comparison in the
domain of rational knowledge.

4. Findings

4.1 ‘Allama Majlis1 Validates Rational Perceptions

‘Allama Majlist regards rational perceptions (idrakat-i ‘aqli) as valid and
authoritative. However, this validity does not imply that everything that exists in
the cosmos falls within the domain of rational apprehension. In truth, just as many
realities are comprehensible through reason, many others lie beyond reason's
reach, and reason lacks the capacity to encompass them. He maintains that the
principles of religion (usil al-din) fall within the domain of reason, and that
reason, by employing sound demonstrations (barahin-i mutqan), is capable of
understanding them. However, in the domain of the branches of religion (furdi‘ al-
dm), reason is often unable to provide the necessary guidance, and even those
perceptions that reason might offer in this field are deemed invalid.

4.2 Fundamental Differences between ‘Allama Majlisi and the School of Tafkik
Through a comparison of the views of ‘Allama Majlist and the School of Tafkik,
it becomes clear that they hold fundamentally divergent positions on the central
questions of the epistemology of reason, including: the possibility of rational
cognition and knowledge; the validity or invalidity of the rational faculty; the
scope and extent of reason's apprehensions; and the minimal or maximal role of
reason in religious knowledge.
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4.3 The Philosophical Basis of the Disagreement
Having established the divergence between ‘Allama Majlist and the School of
Tafkik, it is necessary to identify the underlying reasons for this disagreement.
Upon examination of the respective views, it becomes clear that the divergence
arises from differences in the ontology of reason, the manner of engaging with
erroneous rational perceptions, and the role of philosophy (falsafa) in discrediting
rational knowledge.

5. Discussion
‘Allama Majlist is known for his literalist approach and, on certain occasions,
critiques philosophy, appearing on this point to align with the Tafkikis.
Nevertheless, he employs rational arguments in his works. This duality has given
rise to divergent interpretations of his position. Some scholars, such as Mahdi Nasir1
in an interview titled "I am Close to the Ustlis, Not the Akhbaris," have advanced
eight arguments demonstrating that ‘ Allama Majlist was not an Akhbart. ‘Alt Malik1
MiyanjT has also addressed this question in his book Was ‘Allama MajlisT an
Akhbart or an Usiili? Thus, contrary to the prevailing assumption of ‘Allama
Majlist's Akhbart affiliation, the matter is far from settled and demands careful
investigation. The significance of this research lies in the fact that without resolving
this enigma, a proper understanding of the architecture of ‘Allama Majlist's
intellectual system cannot be attained, and one-sided judgments may be made
regarding his AkhbarT orientation and his proximity to the School of Tafkik.

6. Conclusion
This research has demonstrated that ‘ Allama Majlist adopts an affirmative (Tjabi)
approach to rational knowledge, assigning to it great value and significance,
particularly in the cognition of the principles of religion. Therefore, the notion that
he opposed rationality and rational knowledge is a misperception, unfounded and
without basis. Furthermore, the findings of this research reveal that ‘Allama
Majlist's epistemology diverges fundamentally from the School of Tafkik on
questions such as the possibility of rational cognition, the validity of the rational
faculty, the scope of reason's apprehensions, and the role of reason in religious
inquiry. ‘Allama Majlist accorded reason a lofty value and regarded it, alongside
transmission (naql), as a partner in religious knowledge. By contrast, the Tafkikis
deem rational knowledge invalid and delegate the majority of questions to
transmission. Nevertheless, limited commonalities are observed between them
concerning the validity of self-evident (badih1) reason and the apprehension of the
goodness and evil of actions (husn wa qubh al-af*al).

In light of the foregoing, it is unequivocally clear that ‘Allama Majlis1
maintained a comprehensive approach to epistemology and demonstrated
fundamental differences from the adherents of the School of Tafkik. Therefore,
the assumption of intellectual alignment or the characterization of him as a Tafkik1
thinker is an erroneous and scientifically untenable notion.
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1. Introduction

The Wahhabi movement, since its emergence in the Arabian Peninsula in the
eighteenth century, has constituted one of the most significant and influential
currents in the theological disputes of the Muslim world. Relying upon a
literalist (zahirgarayana) reading of religious texts and emphasizing a return to
the understanding of the Salaf (pious forebears), this movement has subjected
many commonly held beliefs and practices of Muslims to critique, and in certain
instances, has deemed them to constitute polytheism (shirk), innovation (bid‘a),
or deviation from authentic Islamic teachings. The consequence of this approach
has been the formation of extensive doctrinal disputes between Wahhabism and
other Islamic schools, both Shi'T and Sunni. In response to this movement,
numerous Muslim scholars have sought to defend traditional doctrinal
foundations by drawing upon authoritative Islamic sources, while exposing the
deficiencies and epistemological challenges of the Wahhabi perspective.

Among the Sunni scholars of Iran, MawlawT Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi
occupies a position of particular distinction. He is regarded as one of the most
prominent contemporary Deoband1 scholars, and his numerous works in the
fields of exegesis (tafsir), hadith, jurisprudence (figh), Sufism (tasawwuf), and
theology (kalam) have enjoyed extensive reception among the Sunni
community in Iran. His theological thought, by virtue of its grounding in
Maturidi theology, Hanafi jurisprudence, and the Nagshbandi Sufi order,
represents a characteristic example of the traditional Sunni approach in
confronting emergent Salaff and Wahhab1 currents. Despite the significance of
his scholarly and social standing, no independent research has systematically
examined his theological foundations in critiquing Wahhabi beliefs. Therefore,
the central problem of this research is the elucidation and analysis of the most
important theological foundations of Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi in confronting
Wahhabi views, and the assessment of the capacity of these foundations to
respond to contemporary doctrinal doubts.

2. Methodology

The present research has been conducted employing a descriptive-analytical
method. In the first stage, the written works of Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi—
including his exegeses, collected fatwas, theological writings, and recorded
statements—were gathered and examined. Subsequently, his views concerning
the most significant disputed issues between traditional Sunnis and Wahhabis
were extracted. In the next stage, to analyze and evaluate these views, the
primary sources of Wahhabism and Salafism—particularly the works of Ibn
Taymiyya, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab, and various contemporary
Wahhabi jurisconsults (muftis)}—were studied. Additionally, Maturidi, Ash‘arf,
Hanafi, and Deobandi sources were consulted to contextualize Sarbazi's views
within the Sunni tradition.
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The analytical framework of this research was organized around the
theological issues disputed between Wahhabism and other Muslims.
Accordingly, topics such as takfir (excommunication), attributive (khabar)
divine attributes, intermediate life (hayat barzakhi), intercession (tawassul),
seeking aid (istighatha), prophetic intercession (shafa‘a), visitation of graves
(ziyarat al-qubtr), seeking blessings (tabarruk), and the faith of the Prophet's
ancestors were selected as the principal axes of inquiry. The collected data were
analyzed using qualitative content analysis, and efforts were made to extract and
elucidate the theoretical foundations, arguments, and intellectual implications
of each of Sarbazi's views.

3. Literature Review and Research Background

The critique of Wahhabi thought has long been one of the important concerns
of scholars of the Deobandi school, and numerous works have been produced
in this field. Among the most significant of these works are the critical
discussions of Mawlana Muhammad Anwar Shah Kashmirt in Fayd al-Bar1 ‘ala
Sahth al-Bukhari, in which he critiques certain Wahhabi doctrinal foundations
within the context of his commentary on hadith. Likewise, Khalill Ahmad
Saharanptrt, in his work Al-Muhannad ‘ala al-Mufannad, elucidates the beliefs
of Deobandi scholars and responds to the accusations and criticisms raised by
Salaft and Wahhabi currents.

In continuation of this tradition, Mawlaw1 Sayyid Husayn Ahmad Madanf,
in his work Al-Shihab al-Thaqib ‘ala al-Mustariq al-Kadhib, devoted attention
to critiquing Wahhabi views and defending the doctrinal foundations of the Ahl
al-Sunna. Similarly, Mawlaw1 ‘Abd al-Rahman ChabaharT, in his book Pasukh-
i ‘Ulama-yi Diytiband bih Pursishha-yi ‘Ulama-yi Haramayn (The Response of
Deobandi Scholars to the Questions of the Scholars of the Two Holy
Sanctuaries), sought to elucidate and defend the doctrinal positions of the
Deobandis against the criticisms raised by the scholars of Mecca and Medina.
In recent years, Muhammad Yasuf Husayn'pir, in his work Tadad-i ‘Aqa’id-i
Hanafiyyat ba Wahhabiyyat (The Contradiction of Hanaft Beliefs with
Wahhabism), has undertaken a comparative examination of the doctrinal and
intellectual differences between the Hanafi school and the Wahhabi current.

Notwithstanding the value and significance of these works, an examination
reveals that the majority of the aforementioned research has focused on the
general critique of Wahhabi foundations or the exposition of the general views
of the Deobandit school. To date, no independent and methodical research has
undertaken a reexamination and analysis of the theological foundations of
Mawlawl Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi in critiquing Wahhabi beliefs.
Consequently, the present research, by focusing on the works and views of
Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi, seeks to fill the lacuna in studies concerning the
theological thought of contemporary Deobandi scholars and to elucidate his
position in critiquing the Wahhabi movement.
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4. Findings
The findings of this research demonstrate that the theological thought of
Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi rests upon three main pillars: Maturidi theology,
Hanaf1 jurisprudence, and Nagshbandi Sufism. These three components, in
conjunction with one another, provide a coherent theoretical framework for the
critique of Wahhabi foundations.

On the Issue of Takfir (Excommunication): Sarbazi, invoking the principle
of "non-excommunication of the people of the qgibla" (‘adam takfir ahl al-qibla),
critiques the Wahhab1 approach. He maintains that many Muslims whom the
Wahhabis accuse of polytheism are in fact monotheists (muwahhidiin), and that
merely performing acts such as intercession (tawassul) or visitation of graves
(ziyara) does not constitute grounds for their excommunication from Islam. He
regards the wholesale excommunication of Muslims as contrary to the prophetic
conduct (sira) and a factor in the fragmentation of the Islamic community.

On the Issue of Attributive (Khabar) Divine Attributes: Sarbazi defends the
Maturidi position. He maintains that the literal acceptance of certain divine
attributes without hermeneutical interpretation (ta’wil) paves the way for
anthropomorphism (tashbith) and corporealism (tajstim). Therefore, in
interpreting verses such as the "establishment" (istiwa’) upon the Throne, he
emphasizes the necessity of hermeneutical interpretation and the purification
(tanzih) of the Divine Essence, and regards the Wahhabi interpretation of these
verses as approximating the view of the corporealists (mujassima).

On the Issue of Intermediate Life (Hayat Barzakht) and the Hearing of the
Dead (Sama“ al-Mawta): The findings indicate that Sarbazi believes in the life
of prophets and saints after death, and regards this belief as an established
doctrine of the Ahl al-Sunna. He maintains that the Prophet (PBUH), after his
passing, remains aware of the state of his community, receives the greetings of
visitors, and seeks forgiveness for them. This foundation provides the
theoretical underpinning for many other beliefs, such as intercession, prophetic
intercession, and the visitation of graves.

On the Issue of Intercession (Tawassul): Sarbazi accepts the legitimacy of
seeking intercession through the Prophet (PBUH) and the saints of God, both
during their lifetimes and after their death. He explicitly states that intercession
is incompatible with monotheism (tawhid) only if one attributes independent
agency to the saints; however, if they are understood as conduits of divine grace,
intercession is not only permissible but affirmed by the Islamic tradition.

5. Conclusion

This research demonstrates that Muhammad ‘Umar Sarbazi, one of the
prominent Deobandi scholars of Iran, relying upon Maturidi foundations,
Hanaff jurisprudence, and Nagshbandi Sufism, has presented a coherent and
well-documented critique of Wahhabi thought. On issues such as takfir,
attributive divine attributes, intermediate life, intercession, seeking aid,
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prophetic intercession, visitation of graves, and seeking blessings, he has
deemed Wahhabi views incompatible with the authentic tradition of the Ahl al-
Sunna, and by emphasizing the principle of "non-excommunication of the
people of the qgibla," the hermeneutical interpretation of attributive attributes,
and the affirmation of the intermediate life of prophets and saints, he has
defended the legitimacy of beliefs such as intercession and visitation. Sarbazi
also characterizes Wahhabism as a "belated" (khalfl) movement that, through its
takfiri approach, threatens Islamic unity. In sum, his theological thought
demonstrates the capacity of the traditional Sunni schools to respond to
contemporary doctrinal challenges.
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1. Introduction

In the contemporary landscape of the philosophy of religion and in engagement
with the challenges of modern sociology, the redefinition of the relationship
between "faith" (tman) and "society" has emerged as one of the most vital and
pressing intellectual concerns. Among the prominent yet highly contested
approaches in this domain is the theory of "loving faith" (iman-i ‘ashigana),
articulated by Dr. ‘Abd al-Karim Suriish. This theory, by shifting from
"institutional religion" (din-i nihadt) toward "experience-oriented religion" (din-
1 tajriba-mihwar), seeks to liberate religiosity from the constraints of sacred law
(shar‘a), jurisprudence (figh), and formal rituals, reducing it to the domain of
inward, mystical, and relational experience between the individual and the
Divine. In this approach, faith is conceived not as a "legal obligation" (wazifa-yi
shar‘T) accompanied by otherworldly reward and punishment, but rather as an
"inner attraction" (kishish-i dartinT) and a "loving passion" (shiir-i ‘ashigana).
This paradigm shift poses a fundamental question: Does such an interpretation
of faith—which emphasizes the primacy of personal experience and "inner
intuition" (shuhtid-i dartinT)—possess sufficient capacity to create and maintain
"social cohesion" (insijam-i ijtima‘T) and to guarantee the establishment of a
stable "collective ethics" (akhlag-i jam7)?

2. Methodology

This article employs a content analysis method with a critical approach.
Accordingly, the authors accessed primary sources through library-based and
electronic research. Following the study of the principal sources, the essential
points relevant to the subject were extracted and subsequently analyzed. The
next stage involved arriving at a comprehensive theory from the essential
points involved in the subject. However, the most important part of the article
consists of the critiques directed at Suriish's theory on the basis of its
foundations and components. This section is largely the product of the authors'
own investigation, although in other sections, the perspectives of earlier
thinkers have been more extensively utilized.

3. Literature Review and Research Background

In previous research related to "faith," two principal axes have been pursued:
First Axis: A body of works has examined the effect of faith on individual life.
Notable examples include:

Insan wa Iman (Man and Faith) by the martyred Master Murtada Mutahhari
(d. 1979 CE). This well-known work elucidates the relationship between faith
and the inner life of the human being. Mutahhart explains how religious faith
bestows meaning upon life, creates a horizon of values, and elevates the
human being beyond the level of merely material needs.

Fitrat dar Qur’an (Nature in the Qur’an) by Ayat Allah Jawadi Amuli. This
book, relying upon the concept of primordial nature (fitra), presents faith as
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something rooted in the very structure of human existence. From his
perspective, the inclination toward God and truth can serve as a foundation for
tranquility, self-knowledge, and the organization of personality.

Second Axis: Another body of works has emphasized the effect of faith on
social life. An example is:

Jami ‘a-yi Ma (Our Society) by Munzir Hakim, which examines the thought
of the martyred Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr (d. 1980 CE). According to the
author, al-Sadr held an integrative perspective: on the one hand, he regarded
faith and spirituality as the foundation of a sound society, while on the other
hand, he emphasized that faith without social structure and legal system—that
is, without sacred law (shari‘a) and religious institutions—cannot maintain
justice and public morality.

Nevertheless, within the framework of the sociology of religion and
applied ethics, the central question that distinguishes this research from
previous studies is: If faith becomes excessively confined to the "heart and
inner experience" and distances itself from institutions and sacred law, what
consequences will this have for collective ethics and social cohesion?

4. Findings
The findings of this research indicate a deep and structural gap between the
requirements of "loving faith" and the imperatives of "collective life." The
analysis of the data reveals the following points:

Reinforcement of Individualism and Isolation: The first finding
demonstrates that the excessive emphasis on "inner experience" in the theory
of loving faith naturally leads to the reinforcement of "epistemic and ethical
individualism." In this model, the believing individual, rather than seeking to
conform to external and collective standards, relies upon the "authenticity of
personal reception” (isalat-i daryaft-i shakhst). Although this can deepen the
individual's relationship with God, at the macro-social level, it may lead to a
form of "isolation" and "withdrawal from collective responsibilities."

Structural Vacuum in Resolving Social Conflicts: The second finding
points to the "structural mechanisms" vacuum in the theory of loving faith.
While societies, for their survival and dynamism, require codified and binding
legal, judicial, and ethical systems capable of managing conflicts between
individuals and groups, loving faith lacks such mechanisms. This theory
regards the "good" (amr-i khiib) as arising from "inner passion and fervor"
(shiir wa shaf-i dartinT), not from "external and rational rules." This renders
the attainment of "ethical consensus" (ijma‘-i akhlaqi) in society difficult.

Diminishment of Public Morality: The third finding shows that the
reduction of ethics to "personal taste" (saliga) and "personal experience"
(tajriba-yi shakhsi) leads to the fading of the concept of public morality.
Collective ethics requires shared values and universal adherence to them.
When ethics becomes a completely "aesthetic" (dhawqi) and 'state-
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dependent" (mubtant bar hal-i dartinT) matter, it can no longer serve as a firm
foundation for "social duties" and "mutual ethical obligations." This renders
society vulnerable to "moral relativism" (nisfi-garayi-yi akhlaqq).

5. Discussion

At the level of critical analysis, the main discussion revolves around the
fundamental question of whether "religion" can remain an effective "social
system" without "institution" and "sacred law" (shari‘a). The authors argue
that the theory of loving faith, despite all its mystical and spiritual appeal for
the individual, reveals its inadequacy when confronted with the "objective
realities of society" and the "necessities of collective life."

The fundamental tension in this theory arises between "inner truth"
(haqiqat-i dariini))—which is based on love and intuition—and "external
necessities" (zartrat-ha-yi biriini—which require order, law, and shared
ethics. Society, as a "living organism," for its survival and dynamism, requires
"fixed rules" (qawa‘id-i thabit) and "shared standards" (mi‘yar-ha-yi
mushtarak). This is while loving faith relies upon "fluid experience" (tajriba-
yi sayyal) and "variable intuition" (shuhtid-i mutaghayyir) and cannot serve as
an adequate substitute for traditional religious institutions, which bear the
responsibility of "legislation" (qantin-guzari), "adjudication" (qazawat), and
"collective ethical education" (tarbiyat-i akhlaqi-yi jam 7).

6. Conclusion

The findings of this investigation demonstrate that loving faith, although it
creates some epistemic openings in the domain of religious epistemology,
proves highly challenging in the sociological domain:

Lack of Collective Authority: The aforementioned theory, by focusing on
individual experience, undermines the principal pillar of social cohesion,
namely "collective conscience" (wijdan-i jam‘T), because shared faith is
replaced by plural and personal experiences.

Lack of Social Framework: This experience lacks the capacity to produce
collective symbols and rituals that could continuously reproduce individuals'
commitments to one another, beyond their commitment to the Beloved.
Surtish's theory of loving faith is inherently in tension with the fundamental
foundations of social cohesion and religious social ethics. This tension arises
from its thoroughly introverted and individual-centered nature, which lacks
the necessary conditions for externalization and transformation into a
collective cohesive force.

This theory represents an "individual liberative thesis" (taz-i raha-bakhsh-
i fardi) that seeks to liberate religion from the constraints of social and
historical structures. This is while religion possesses a rational framework that
simultaneously responds to individual needs (perfection) and social needs
(justice and order).
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A comparison reveals that "loving faith," while activating deep emotional
capacities at the individual level, at the structural and social level, overlooks
the foundations of commitment and cohesion that religion guarantees for the
perfection and sustainability of society.

Therefore, the coherent religious framework—in which faith, reason,
action, ethics, and society are not in conflict but rather complement one
another within a logical and ontological hierarchy—is more viable and robust.
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Regarding the identity of the Resurrection (‘alam al-giyama), two general
perspectives exist among Islamic thinkers: 1) The Resurrection is a
temporal event homogeneous with this worldly life (‘alam al-dunya)
occurring in the future; 2) The Resurrection is a realm immaterial
(mujarrad) from time and space, situated parallel to this life. Mirza Jawad
Tihrani, a second-generation figure of the School of Tafkik, maintains that
God creates the Resurrection after annihilating and destroying this earthly
world. Souls dwelling in the intermediate realm (barzakh) will, after the
material world's annihilation, return to physical bodies within earthly
graves. Upon reattachment, paradise and hell emerge in the material
realm, and bodies rise from graves into the plain of the Resurrection
(‘arsa-yi qiyama) for reward or punishment. In this view, the
Resurrection is homogeneous with this world and situated along the
continuum of time at a future moment. In Mulla Sadra's perspective,
however, the Resurrection is entirely supra-temporal (fara-zamani),
existing parallel to this world rather than alongside it, and outside time's
continuum rather than along it. Souls, upon detaching from the physical
body, necessarily enter the realm of the grave or barzakh, and after its
expiration, enter the plain of the Resurrection. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and a critical approach, this study compares both
perspectives to demonstrate that Mirza Jawad TihranT's reading stems
from imposing subjective presuppositions upon the apparent meanings
(zawahir) of Qur’anic verses. Ultimately, it concludes that the second
perspective (Mulla Sadra's) exhibits greater harmony, compatibility, and
alignment with the apparent meanings of the Qur’anic verses.
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1. Introduction

The question of life after death and the manner of human resurrection has
always been one of humanity's fundamental concerns. The Noble Qur’an, with
its special emphasis on this subject, has devoted numerous verses to describing
the Resurrection (qiyama) and the quality of human return to God. In the
present article, focusing on the question of the "identity, place, and time of the
Resurrection," we have examined the perspectives of Mulla Sadra and Mirza
Jawad Tihrani. It should be noted that by "Resurrection" or "the Hereafter"
(akhirat) in this article, we mean the Resurrection that is promised by all the
prophets, whose coming is announced in the Qur’an and prophetic traditions
(riwayat). A significant portion of religious texts is devoted to elaborating its
characteristics, the events that will occur therein, and its role as the abode of
reward and punishment (thawab wa ‘iqab), wherein Paradise and Hell with all
their levels are situated.

Mulla Sadra, in accordance with his ontological and anthropological
framework, presents an image of the identity of the Resurrection that has both
proponents and opponents. In contrast, Mirza Jawad Tihrani—one of the
prominent students of Mirza Mahdi Isfahani, the founder of the School of
Tafkik—offers a different description and portrayal of the identity of the
Resurrection and its time and place. The divergence between these two
perspectives raises fundamental questions concerning the methodology of
interpreting scriptural texts, the role of philosophical reasoning in
eschatological inquiry, and the proper understanding of the relationship
between the material and spiritual realms.

2. Methodology

This article has been written using a descriptive-analytical method with a
comparative and critical approach. The investigative process proceeds through
the following stages:

Stage One: Data Collection — The authors, through the study of library-
based primary sources, first extracted the perspectives of the two thinkers on
the identity, place, and time of the Resurrection.

Stage Two: Analysis — The collected data were analyzed with attention to
the internal coherence of each perspective and its grounding in the broader
philosophical or theological framework of its proponent.

Stage Three: Comparative and Critical Evaluation — Each thinker's
reading was evaluated against the apparent meanings (zawahir) of the Noble
Qur’an and selected prophetic traditions (riwayat) to determine which reading
exhibits greater harmony, compatibility, and agreement with the apparent
meanings of the Qur’anic verses. The most important part of the article
consists of the critiques directed at the reading of one of the thinkers of the
School of Tafkik, with all of these critiques and objections being evaluated
through the lens of Mulla Sadra's perspective.
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3. Literature Review and Research Background

Numerous works have been written concerning the views of the School of Tafkik
on the question of the Resurrection—including their exposition, critique, and
comparison with Mulla Sadra's perspective. Among these are: A’'Tn wa Andisha
(Misawi, 1382 SH); Baz-khwani-yi Ma‘ad-i Jismani-yi Sadra’1 (Azariyan, 1400
SH); Ru’ya-yi Khuliis (Islami, 1402 SH); Az Madrisa-yi Ma‘arif ta Anjuman-i
Hujjatiya, Naqd wa Barrasi-yi Maktab-i Tafkik (Irshadmiya, 1393 SH).
Additionally, articles related to this subject include: "Analysis of the
Resurrection from the Perspective of the School of Tafkik" (Husaynt Shahradi et
al.); "A Study of the Meaning of Time and Place in the Intermediate World
(Barzakh) with Reference to Qur’anic Verses and Traditions" (Turkashvand et
al.); and "The Philosophy of the Subtle Body of the Soul in the School of Tafkik:
Examination and Critique" (Qaramaliki, 1403 SH). These works have addressed
the subject to some extent. However, the present article is distinguished by its
comprehensive comparison of the two perspectives and its evaluation of both
readings in relation to numerous Qur’anic verses.

4. Findings

4.1 Elucidation of Mirza Jawad Tihrani's View of the Identity of the World of
the Resurrection (First Perspective)

Mirza Jawad Tihrani, regarding the Resurrection as a temporal event that will
occur in the future along the continuum of time, maintains that souls dwelling
in the intermediate world (barzakh) must await the Day of Resurrection until
that great event occurs. Souls from the barzakh will return to the material
grave so that the material body may be revived. He does not regard the reality
of the soul as something immaterial (mujarrad) but believes in its materiality.
Consequently, in his view, the identity of the Resurrection is of the same kind
as this world, and in fact, the Resurrection is a "new world" (dunya-yi jadid).
Just as this world possesses various dimensions, the Resurrection also has
direction and is a world occupying place (makanmand), possessing time of the
same kind as the time of the world of this life.

4.2 Elucidation of Mulla Sadra's View of the Identity of the World of the Resurrection
(Second Perspective)

Mulla Sadra, on the basis of the ontology he has established, divides the worlds
of existence into three categories: matter (madda), imaginal world (mithal), and
intellect (“aql). The criterion for this division is the possession of matter (haytla)
and quantity (miqdar). On the basis of this view, Mulla Sadra regards the world
of the intellect as devoid of matter and hayiila, and since it lacks matter, it is also
free from its concomitants, namely place and time. In his view, the human being's
journey begins from God and returns to Him, passing through this world and the
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barzakh in the process, and ultimately returning to God. Thus, the human being
traverses a one-way and irreversible journey.

Mulla Sadra regards the Resurrection as a world that is independent and
exists, exercising sovereignty over the worlds of barzakh and matter. Due to
the absence of matter and its concomitants, it is beyond time and place (bi-
zaman wa makan), indeed encompassing all times and places. Mulla Sadra
does not regard the worlds of existence as separate and disconnected but rather
as intertwined and connected. In this explanation, barzakh is the inward
dimension (batin) of this world, and the Resurrection is the inward dimension
of barzakh, where all realities will be manifest to all.

5. Discussion

Although research has been conducted on the exposition of the views of the
School of Tafkik and Mulla Sadra and their critiques, the present article is
considered innovative in that it compares these two perspectives, analyzes
them, and evaluates both readings in relation to numerous verses of the Noble
Qur’an. The critical evaluation reveals that the reading of Mirza Jawad
Tihrani, while attempting to adhere to the apparent meanings of the Qur’anic
verses, ultimately results from the imposition of materialistic presuppositions
upon the scriptural text. In contrast, Mulla Sadra's integration of philosophical
reasoning with scriptural interpretation provides a more coherent and
comprehensive account of eschatological realities.

6. Conclusion

Based on Mulla Sadra's reading, the Resurrection is a world independent of time
and place and exists now (alan mawjtd). However, the scholars of the School of
Tafkik, on the basis of their materialistic worldview, regard the abode of all
worlds as corporeal and material, and do not posit any world separate from this
world. They believe that Paradise and Hell are located somewhere within this
world, created from a subtle body but entirely material and elemental.

From the apparent meanings of the verses of the Noble Qur’an and the
descriptions of the blessings of Paradise, it is evident that Paradise and Hell exist
in a world that is entirely corporeal. The difference is that the School of Tafkik,
lacking a proper conception of immaterial realities (mujarradat), have regarded
these creations as material, whereas the worlds of existence after this world are
all of the kind of immaterial realities and beyond matter (fawq-i madda).

Mulla Sadra regards the Resurrection as the locus of the manifestation
(zuhiir) of the inward reality (batin) of the human being. From his perspective,
the reward for human actions is the actions themselves, albeit in their heavenly
(malaktitT) countenance. Mirza, however, regards the Resurrection as the locus
of the occurrence (hudiith) of the effects of human actions.

From the Qur’anic verses—as the evidence presented demonstrates—it is
understood that Mulla Sadra's perspective exhibits greater affinity and
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compatibility with the apparent meanings of the verses. Mirza's view, although
it affirms the corporeality of Paradise and Hell, faces numerous objections,
and to justify the apparent contradiction between the verses, it resorts to
hermeneutical interpretation (ta’wil).
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The primary objective of this research is to conduct a comparative study
of Imamate research (imamat-pizhthi) in two foundational Shi‘T hadith
works from the third century AH: Al-Mahasin by Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqi and Bagsa’ir al-Darajat by Muhammad
ibn al-Hasan al-Saffar. The central question of this research is: With what
epistemological approach and through what narrative structure has each
work elucidated the station of the Imam and the doctrine of Imamate, and
what are the attitudinal differences between them in expounding
Imamate? The research hypothesis posits that the theological concerns
and intellectual backgrounds of each traditionist (muhaddith) had a direct
influence on their narrative style and the manner of organizing hadiths.
The research methodology is descriptive-analytical, based on documentary
study and textual analysis. Data were collected and analyzed through
examining chapter structures, the arrangement of narratives, and the re-
reading of doctrinal content. The findings indicate that both authors—
traditionists from Qom in the third century AH—regarded Imamate as the
axis of all religious affairs. The difference is that al-Barq, in Al-Mahasin,
adopts a practical and educative (tarbiti) approach to expounding the
doctrine of Imamate, demonstrating the connection between belief in
Imamate and the religious life of the believer in areas such as the reward
for actions, the punishment for sins, and ethical values. In contrast, al-
Saffar, in Basa'ir al-Darajat, focuses on the stations (maqamat), virtues
(fada’il), and existential levels (maratib-i wujtidi) of the Imams (AS),
thereby highlighting the dimension of their knowledge (‘ilm). The final
synthesis of the research indicates that differences in the authors' goals and
epistemic horizons led to two distinct models in Imamate research: one,
al-Barq's ethical-doctrinal (akhlaqi-i‘tiqadi) model, which emphasizes
the practical outcomes of faith; and the other, al-Saffar's faith-based-
epistemic (fmani-ma'rifatl) model, which focuses on the unseen
dimensions and existential stations of the Imams. Together, these present
a comprehensive and two-dimensional picture of Imamate research
among early Shi‘T traditionists.
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1. Introduction

With the decline of the Kufan hadith school and the transfer of the Imam1
scholarly heritage to Qom, a new phase in the history of Shi‘'T hadith and
theology unfolded. During this period, Imami scholarly literature was
organized around the axis of hadith. The style of the Qom school was
characterized by reliance on narration (riwaya), the exposition of religious
knowledge (ma‘arif) within the linguistic framework of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS),
and an insistence on not deviating from hadithic language. Among the
prominent works of this school, five books occupy a special place in the
domain of Imamate: Al-Mahasin by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-
Barqt; Basa’ir al-Darajat by Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Saffar al-Qummi; Al-
Kafi by Muhammad ibn Ya‘quib al-Kulaynt; Al-Imama wa-1-Tabsira min al-
Hayra by ‘All ibn Babawayh al-Qummi; and Kamal al-Din wa Itmam al-
Ni‘ma by al-Shaykh al-Sadiiq (Ibn Babawayh).

These five works demonstrate the gradual development of Qomi hadithic
thought—from a purely narration-centered approach in Al-Mahasin and
Basa’ir al-Darajat, to the analytical and argumentative literature in Al-Kafi
and Al-Imama wa-1-Tabsira, and finally to Kamal al-Din. Within this historical
context, the question of Imamate became one of the most prominent topics of
this school. Among the earliest Imami hadith compilations in Qom, two
works—AIl-Mahasin and Basa’ir al-Darajat—are among the most important
sources that directly or indirectly address the exposition of the doctrine of
Imamate. Although these two works were not compiled directly under the title
"The Book of Imamate," the doctrinal foundations concerning Imamate
permeate their entirety.

Al-Mahasin by al-Barqt is among the earliest ImamT hadith collections that
encompasses juridical (fight), ethical (akhlaqi), and doctrinal (i‘tigadi)
chapters. In this book, although Imamate does not have an independent
chapter, teachings concerning Imamate are manifested throughout the work
and under various topics. In contrast, Basa’ir al-Darajat by al-Saffar focuses
directly and extensively on the virtues (fada’il) and knowledge (‘ulim) of the
Imams (AS). The primary objective of this research is to examine and analyze
the difference between Al-Mahasin and Basa’ir al-Darajat as two foundational
sources in the formation of the Imami intellectual system concerning the
station of the Imam. By focusing on the structure of narration, the internal
logic of deriving Imamate teachings, and the theoretical model governing
Imamate research in these two works, this study seeks to compare Imamate
research in these two works.

Despite both books sharing the objective of establishing the Imam's station
as the divine proof (hujjat Allah), the manner in which the traditions are
presented and organized exhibits significant differences. Understanding these
differences contributes to a more precise comprehension of the historical
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process of the formation of different methods of Imamate research in
theological schools. The comparative study of these two works reveals the
trajectory of the evolution of attitudes in the exposition of the subject of
Imamate—an endeavor of great scholarly value for hadith studies and the
history of Imami thought.

2. Methodology

To date, no independent comparative studies have been conducted concerning
the differences in Imamate research between these two authors. Existing works
have largely focused on the chain-of-transmission (sanad) or content analysis of
the hadiths, without attending to the epistemological approach of the authors.
Therefore, the present research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach
based on documentary study and intra-textual-comparative analysis, seeks to
reveal the epistemological and attitudinal differences between the two works in
order to fill the lacuna in previous studies.

The research proceeds through the following stages:

Stage One: Data Collection — The primary sources for this research are the
two hadith works under examination: Al-Mahasin by Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-
Barqt and Basa'ir al-Darajat by Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Saffar. Data were
collected through careful examination of the structure of chapters (abwab), the
arrangement of narratives, and the re-reading of doctrinal content.

Stage Two: Structural Analysis — The two works are analyzed with attention
to: (a) the overall organization and chapter divisions; (b) the selection and
arrangement of hadiths; (c) the narrative strategies employed in presenting
traditions concerning Imamate; (d) the thematic emphasis and recurrent motifs.

Stage Three: Epistemological Analysis — The study examines the
epistemological assumptions underlying each work, including: (a) the
conception of the nature and scope of Imamate; (b) the understanding of the
Imam's station, authority, and knowledge; (c) the relationship between belief
in Imamate and other dimensions of religious life.

Stage Four: Comparative Synthesis — The findings from the structural and
epistemological analyses are synthesized through a comparative framework to
identify the distinct models of Imamate research represented by each work.

3. Findings
The findings of this research demonstrate that both authors regarded Imamate
as the axis of all religious affairs. However, the manner in which they
approached this doctrine and its elaboration is markedly different:

3.1. Al-Barqi's Method in Al-Mahasin (The Educative-Vilayl Approach)

Al-Barqi, in Al-Mahasin, presents Imamate not as an independent theological
discussion but within an educative (tarbiti), ethical (akhlaqi), and faith-based
(Tmani) context. Al-Mahasin is a vast collection of juridical and ethical
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traditions, and al-Barqi organized the hadiths according to their content and
practical function—beginning with topics of ritual purity (tahara) and prayer
and proceeding to ethical virtues and esoteric sciences ( uliim-i batint). Imamate
in this book does not possess an "independent chapter"; rather, it constitutes the
spirit and essence of all the chapters. His method is ethical and theological
admonition (inzar-i akhlaqi wa kalami), similar to the style of works such as
Thawab al-A ‘mal wa ‘Iqab al-A ‘mal (The Reward and Punishment of Actions).
He emphasizes the necessity of recognizing the Imam, the importance of
affirming his wilaya (spiritual authority), the consequences of breaking the
covenant concerning Imamate, and love for the Imam as the foundation of faith.
He regards Imamate within the sphere of wilaya and obedience, and as the
criterion for measuring actions and salvation in the hereafter. His objective is to
cultivate a believing individual who is devout and adorned with divine ethics.

3.2. Al-Saffar's Method in Basa’ir al-Darajat (The Epistemic-Faith-Based Approach)
Through a careful examination of the chapters and structure of the book, we
arrive at the conclusion that Basa'ir al-Darajat is an entirely "Imam1" book. It
appears that al-Saffar's objective in this work is to elucidate the levels and
stations of individuals in relation to Imamate. In other words, the book seeks to
introduce the hierarchical system (nizam-i tabaqatt) of human beings and the
station of each based on their proximity to Imamate. The title of the book is
somewhat similar to the title of Al-Safwa (The Elite), which has a longer history
predating al-Saffar. Through the composition of Basa'ir al-Darajat, al-Saffar
seeks to demonstrate how the rank and value of human beings are determined on
the basis of the category of Imamate. Accordingly, the value of human beings
commences with the Imam, extends to those who submit to him and his
followers, and ultimately concludes with those who are outside this circle.

In this book, the term "knowledge" (‘ilm) plays a key role in introducing
Imamate. Al-Saffar, in Basa’ir al-Darajat, focusing on the existential stations
and inner dimensions of Imamate, emphasizes its scientific and
epistemological aspects. The main axis of the book is based on the "knowledge
of Imamate" (‘ilm al-imama) and the relationship between the community and
the Imam. The principal sections (Parts 1 through 9) are devoted to topics such
as the obligation of seeking knowledge, the reward of the scholar, the
superiority of the scholar over the worshipper, and the necessity of acquiring
knowledge from its source (the Imams).

Although the emphasis is on knowledge, the tenth part of the book moves
toward establishing the absolute authority (hujjiyat-i mutlaga) of the Imam.
Topics such as "the earth is never devoid of a proof” (lan takhluwa al-ard min
hujja) and "if only two people remain, one of them is the proof" demonstrate
that al-Saffar, after establishing the scientific station of the Imam, ultimately
places his objective in elucidating "the Imam as the divine proof" and "the sole
guide to guidance."”
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4. Conclusion

The difference in the authors' objectives and epistemic horizons has led to the
development of two distinct models in Imamate studies: the "ethical-doctrinal
model" (alghti-yi akhlaqi-i‘tigadi}—which views Imamate in its practical and
ethical function in the life of the believer; and in contrast, al-Saffar's "epistemic-
faith-based model" (alghii-yi ma ‘rifati-imani)—which defines Imamate in terms
of its scientific station and absolute authority. These two models clearly
demonstrate the difference in Imamate research among the great figures of early
Imam1 thought, with one path focusing on practical cultivation and the other on
the elucidation of epistemological and existential foundations.
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1. Introduction

The discussion of divine attributes and the manner of attributing qualities to
the Divine Essence has always constituted one of the most central and
sensitive topics in Islamic theology (kalam). Within this discourse, the
question of "anthropomorphism" (tashbith)—or corporealism (tajstm)—and
"transcendence" (tanzih)—the purification of God from creaturely
attributes—has shaped two major intellectual fronts among theologians and
exegetes. One of the most challenging cases invoked by proponents of both
perspectives is the Qur’anic expression "establishment (istiwa’) upon the
Throne" (al-‘arsh), which appears in several places in the Noble Qur’an.
Literalists (zahirgarayan) and proponents of the corporealist (tajstmi) and
anthropomorphic (tashbihi) school, by adhering to the lexical and apparent
meaning of this expression, have interpreted it as indicating a kind of physical
settlement, sitting, or material positioning of God upon the Throne, thereby
attributing a form of corporeality (jismaniyat) to God. In contrast,
transcendence-oriented (tanzihi) theologians, on the basis of rational and
transmitted proofs, have deemed such interpretations incompatible with the
principle of monotheism (tawhid) and God's absolute transcendence from any
creaturely attributes, and have insisted on the hermeneutical interpretation
(ta’wil) of such verses and traditions.

Given that each Islamic school typically cites authoritative hadith sources
to justify its theological and exegetical foundations, a fundamental question
arises: Do these documentary evidences sufficiently support the corporealist
claims, or is the transcendence-oriented reading of these texts more robust and
more widely accepted? In this regard, a comparative study of the hadith
sources of the two major schools (al-fariqgayn—Shi‘T and Sunni), which
encompass the two primary transcendence-oriented and anthropomorphic
fronts, can yield valuable results in determining the prevailing orientation of
these sources. Such a study will lead to a precise verification of the extent to
which hadiths support the theological claims of corporealist groups.

The central research question of this article is: Do the hadiths transmitted in
authoritative Islamic hadith sources provide sufficient support for the
corporealist perspective, indicating the physical and material establishment of
God upon the Throne, or do they affirm the transcendence-oriented approach and
the purification of God from material attributes? To this end, this article has been
composed with the aim of comparatively verifying the indication of the hadiths
of two authoritative books (as representatives of the two major schools)
concerning transcendence or corporealism, in order to clearly elucidate the extent
to which transmitted sources support each of these two theological approaches.

2. Methodology
The present research, in terms of its nature and objective, is considered
fundamental-theoretical (bunyadi-nazari) and has been organized using a
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comparative-analytical method. The comparative approach means that data
collected from the two primary hadith fronts of the Islamic world (Shi‘T and
Sunnt) have been extracted and placed alongside one another to reveal points of
convergence and divergence in approaching the question of "establishment upon
the Throne." The method of data analysis is based on qualitative content analysis
of hadith texts. Accordingly, hadiths relevant to the topic of "establishment" were
first extracted from the authoritative sources of the two major schools and then
subjected to a detailed semantic analysis using the principles of the science of
hadith jurisprudence (figh al-hadith), including attention to verbal contextual
indicators (qara’in-i lafz1), context (siyaq), the early understanding of the text,
and the rational foundations accepted in theology.

The statistical population of this research comprises all traditions
transmitted concerning the attributive (khabarT) attributes, particularly those
pertaining to the verse "al-Rahmanu ‘ala al-"arshi istawa" (The Most Merciful
established Himself upon the Throne) in two representative and authoritative
hadith sources from the Sh1‘T and Sunni schools. The data collection method
was library-based, involving consultation of primary hadith texts, narrative
exegeses (tafasir-i rawa’'1), and commentaries (shurtih) on hadiths. In the next
stage, the collected data were thematically classified based on their primary
content and then evaluated and compared with respect to their indication of
corporealism (tajsim) or transcendence (tanzih). In this process, efforts were
made, by placing alongside one another the interpretations of exegetes and
commentators from both schools, to determine whether corporealist
inferences represent an accepted and dominant reading in these sources, or
whether transcendence is the prevailing and accepted approach. More
precisely, the researchers have sought, through a perspective that transcends
any single absolute interpretation and by taking into account both opposing
and supporting views in both sources, to arrive at a final judgment concerning
the ultimate indication of the hadiths.

3. Findings

The findings of this comparative-analytical study, conducted on the hadith
sources of the two major schools, clearly demonstrate that the hadiths
pertaining to "establishment upon the Throne" indicate transcendence (tanzih)
either directly or indirectly, rather than corporealism (tajsim) and materiality.
This means that from the totality of the traditions examined in both sources,
no strong indicative correspondence (mutabaga) or implication (iltizam) can
be inferred concerning settlement, movement, dwelling, or any material or
corporeal attribute that would necessitate likening God to creation. Rather,
these traditions, in their context, are designed and transmitted in such a way
as to guide the listener and audience beyond sensible and material concepts,
emphasizing God's incomparability and uniqueness.
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On the other hand, the research findings indicate that corporealist and
anthropomorphic inferences, advanced by some literalists and traditionists
who interpret these expressions literally, have been strongly opposed and
criticized in both hadith sources under examination. Thus, the corporealist
reading is not only not a dominant and accepted reading among the scholars
of these two schools, but has always been met with negative reactions and
rational hermeneutical interpretations (ta’wil). In other words, the mainstream
currents of ShiT and Sunni scholars throughout the history of Islamic
theology, by appealing to these very hadith texts, have reinforced the
transcendence-oriented tendency and negated any corporeality from the divine
realm. Therefore, the findings of this research clearly demonstrate that the
hadith evidence concerning establishment, contrary to the claims of
corporealist groups, does not serve as a strong support for proving
anthropomorphism and corporealism, and may even constitute a primary
confirmation of the transcendence-oriented and hermeneutical perspective.

It was also determined that the traditions concerning the Throne and
establishment emphasize more the station of Lordship (rubiibiyat) and God's
absolute and unconditional sovereignty over existence than the quality of
place or a corporeal state. Hence, interpreting these expressions through the
lens of monotheism of action and attributes (tawhid-i af*ali wa sifatt) is more
productive than their literal interpretation and is more fully consistent with the
rational and transmitted foundations of other dimensions of religion.

4. Conclusion

This article, employing a comparative-analytical method in two authoritative
hadith sources of the two major schools, has investigated the indication of the
hadiths on "establishment upon the Throne" concerning corporealist and
transcendence perspectives. The final conclusion of this research indicates that
the article's hypothesis—that the hadith sources do not provide sufficient
support for the corporealist perspective—is fully confirmed. The hadiths
examined do not by any means provide conclusive indication of corporeality
or anthropomorphism, and the available internal and external contextual
indicators all indicate transcendence and the purification of God from
creaturely attributes. Moreover, any corporealist interpretation in the history
of the interpretation of these hadiths, in both Islamic traditions, has been met
with serious opposition and declared invalid.

These results demonstrate that not only is it incorrect to argue from these
traditions to prove God's corporeality, but these same texts can be employed in
defense of pure monotheism and divine transcendence. Thus, the prevailing and
certain orientation of Islamic sources on this topic is the tendency toward
transcendence and the negation of any similarity between the Creator and
creation. To put it more clearly, sound reason (‘agl-i salim), the unequivocal
verses of the Qur’an, and the prophetic and Alawid traditions are all aligned on
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this matter and all affirm a single truth of monotheism—namely, the uniqueness
and unconditionedness of the Divine Essence. Ultimately, this study has
demonstrated that the comparative approach in the examination of religious texts
possesses high efficacy and can resolve many theological disputes, preventing
one from falling into the trap of literalist and unprincipled understandings.
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1. Introduction

The question of the inner layers (butiin) of the Qur’an—the existence of deep
layers of meaning beneath the outward expression of the verses—constitutes
one of the most fundamental topics in Qur’anic sciences within Imami
thought, rooted in widely transmitted traditions (riwayat) from the Prophet
(PBUH) and the Imams (AS). This theory offers a philosophical response to
the challenge of the Qur’an's eternality and universality, accounting for its
capacity to address diverse audiences across time and place through multiple
levels of meaning. Among contemporary thinkers, two prominent and
influential perspectives exist: the philosophical-exegetical perspective of
‘Allama Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'1 (author of Al-Mizan) and the
mystical-soteriological (‘irfani-suliik) perspective of Imam Khomeini.

The central research question of this study is: What are the fundamental
differences in the ontological and epistemological foundations of the "inner
layers of the Qur’an" in the intellectual systems of these two thinkers, and
what implications do these differences have for the methodology of Qur’anic
exegesis? The significance of this research lies in its clarification of the
conceptual confusion between "inner layer" (batn), "exegesis" (tafsir), and
"hermeneutical interpretation" (ta’wil), while revealing the strengths and
weaknesses of each perspective. By presenting a synthetic theory, it creates a
bridge between philosophical rationality and mystical spirituality in
understanding the Qur’an. The innovation of this article is its systematic focus
on ontological and epistemological foundations and its presentation of a
practical three-stage model for understanding the inner layers.

2. Methodology

This research is fundamental-theoretical in purpose and descriptive-analytical
in nature, employing a comparative approach. Data collection was conducted
through library research, consulting the principal works of the two thinkers,
including Al-Mizan and Qur’an dar Islam (for ‘Allama), and Adab al-Salat,
Sirr al-Salat, Tafstr Strat al-Hamd, Chihil Hadith, and Misbah al-Hidaya (for
Imam Khomeini). The method of content analysis is qualitative, based on a
four-stage comparative model: (1) independent description of each thinker's
perspective in the domains of ontology and epistemology; (2) comparison
based on homologous components; (3) explanation of commonalities and
divergences; and (4) evaluation and presentation of a synthetic theory.

3. Findings
The findings are organized into two main sections:

3.1. Fundamental Commonalities

Both thinkers share agreement on the following principles: (1) acceptance of
the principle of inner layers for the Qur’an; (2) the existential reality of the
Qur’an (not merely a textual composition); (3) the multiplicity of levels of
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inner layers; (4) the longitudinal (tulf) continuity between the outward and
inward (absence of contradiction); (5) the necessity of passing beyond the
outward to reach the inward; (6) the non-invalidation of the outward by the
inward; (7) the conditionality of understanding the inner layer; (8) the use of
contemplation (tadabbur), reason (‘aql), and traditions (riwayat); (9) the
central role of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) in discovering the inner layers; (10) the
non-absolute exclusivity of understanding inner layers to the infallibles; and
(11) the rejection of applying a single word to more than one meaning (istimal
al-lafz f1 akthar min ma‘na).

3.2. Fundamental Divergences

In Ontological Foundations: ‘Allama, within the framework of transcendent
theosophy (al-hikma al-muta‘aliya), regards the Qur’an as a "gradational
existential reality" (haqiqat-i wujudi-yi tashkiki) that has descended from the
level of the Kitab Makniin (Hidden Book) to Arabic words. In contrast, Imam
Khomeini, with a mystical (‘irfani) approach, regards the Qur’'an as the
"manifestation of the Greatest Divine Name" (tajalli-yi ism a‘zam-i i1aht) and
a reality connected to the "station of absolute spiritual authority" (maqam-i
wilayat-i mutlaga) and the "Perfect Human" (insan kamil). ‘Allama regards
the inner dimension as the more intense level of the Qur’an's existence in the
world of the Divine Command (‘alam al-amr), while Imam Khomeini
identifies the ultimate inner dimension of the Qur’an as the reality of wilaya
itself. Furthermore, in ‘Allama's thought, the human being is the "discoverer"
(kashif) of the Qur’an's reality, whereas in Imam Khomeini's thought, the
Perfect Human is the "manifestation" (mazhar) of the Qur’an's reality.

In Epistemological Foundations: ‘Allama establishes the primary means of
accessing the inner layers as "interpretation of the Qur’an through the Qur’an"
(tafstr al-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an), "contemplation" (tadabbur), and "demonstrative
reason" (‘aql-i burhani), regarding the purification of the soul (taharat-i nafs) as
a facilitating and preparatory factor. Imam Khomeini, however, identifies
"purification of the soul and spiritual wayfaring" (tahdhib-i nafs wa sultik-i
ma‘nawi) as essential conditions and "mystical vision" (shuhiid-i ‘irfant) as the
primary means of discovering the inner layers. Reason in ‘Allama's view is an
essential tool and the primary criterion of understanding; in Imam Khomeini's
view, reason is preparatory and only opens the way to the threshold of mystical
vision. The ultimate objective in ‘Allama's view is the discovery of the system
of knowledge and guidance of the Qur’an; in Imam Khomeini's view, it is
spiritual transformation and the attainment of monotheism (tawhid).

3.3. Comparative Evaluation of Strengths and Weaknesses

Strengths of ‘Allama's Perspective: ‘Allama's view is stronger in terms of
methodological rigor, scholarly coherence, rational explanation, and evaluability.
It does not neglect the soteriological dimension and spiritual experience, though
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in practice, a conceptual confusion has occurred between "semantic inner layer"
(batn-i ma‘'na’1) and "referential inner layer" (batn-i musdaqi).

Strengths of Imam Khomeini's Perspective: Imam Khomeini's view is
distinguished by its spiritual depth, emphasis on the pedagogical dimension,
and the connection between the Qur’an and human spiritual wayfaring.
However, it is weaker in terms of objective criteria, practical applicability
(particularly the ambiguity in applying the seven levels of descent to specific
verses), and the risk of subjective interpretations (tafwihat-i dhawdqt).

4. Conclusion and Synthetic Theory

The outcome of the comparative analysis demonstrates that the two
perspectives are not in complete contradiction but rather operate at two
different levels of analysis (philosophical-exegetical versus mystical-
soteriological), and they possess the capacity for integration. On this basis,
this article presents a stage-based synthetic theory (nazariya-yi tarkibi-yi
marhala-yT) comprising three successive levels for the inner layers of the
Qur’an and four criteria of validation:

The Three Stages of Understanding Inner Layers:

Stage One (Semantic Inner Layer — Batn-i Ma‘na’1): The discovery of
longitudinal layers of meaning through the tools of contemplation,
interpretation of the Qur’an through the Qur’an, and demonstrative reason
(derived from ‘Allama's method).

Stage Two (Referential Inner Layer — Batn-i Musdaqi): The application
of verses to inner referents throughout history, relying upon authoritative
traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and scholarly reasoning (ijtihad)
(complementing ‘Allama's view).

Stage Three (Existential Inner Layer — Batn-i Wujtdi): The mystical
vision of the Qur’an's reality in the higher levels of existence as the
manifestation of divine names, through the purification of the soul, spiritual
wayfaring, and unveiling (kashf) (derived from Imam Khomeini's view).

Four Criteria for Validating Inner Layers:
Every claimed inner layer must be measured against:

Consistency with the outward meaning (sazgari ba zahir-i aya);

Harmony with the overall system of the Qur’an (hamahangi ba nizam-i
kulli-yi Qur’an);

Verification or non-contradiction with authoritative traditions (ta’yid ya
‘adam-i mukhalifat ba rawayat-i mu ‘tabar);

Relative transmissibility (qabiliyat-i intiqal-i nisfi) — that is, the capacity
to be explained to others.
This synthetic model, while preserving ‘Allama's exegetical methodological
rigor, also encompasses the existential and pedagogical dimension
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emphasized by Imam Khomeini, and may serve as a novel framework in the
philosophical and mystical studies of the inner layers of the Qur’an.
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1. Introduction

This research examines the theological thought of al-Raghib al-Isfahant in the
valuable book Mufradat Alfaz al-Qur’an (The Vocabulary of Qur’anic Terms).
The primary objective is to elucidate the true meaning of Qur anic theological
terminology through al-Raghib's lexical analysis and to discover his
theological orientations. The research method is descriptive-analytical, based
on library sources. While most previous studies have regarded Mufradat as a
purely lexical or literary work, this research demonstrates that this book
possesses a deep layer of coherent and innovative theological thought.

Background

Al-Raghib al-Isfahant lived in the fifth century AH (eleventh century CE), a
period in which the main theological currents—such as Mu‘tazilism,
Ash‘arism, and Imami Shi‘ism—were actively present in the Islamic world.
Although al-Raghib never explicitly disclosed his sectarian affiliation, in
Mufradat he adopts a rationalist (‘aql-gara) and transcendence-oriented
(tanzth1) approach. The research findings indicate that his theological thought
is close to the ‘Adliya (Imami Shi‘a and moderate Mu‘tazilism) because he
emphasizes principles such as divine transcendence (tanzih), the negation of
corporeal vision (ru’yat al-jismani), rational goodness and evil (husn wa qubh
‘aqlt), divine justice (‘adl), the negation of both determinism (jabr) and
absolute free will (tafwid), and the acceptance of the doctrine of al-amr bayn
al-amrayn (the position between the two positions).

2. Methodology

This research has been conducted employing a "descriptive-analytical"
method, based on library-based research and textual analysis. The
investigative process proceeds through the following stages:

Stage One: Source Selection and Data Collection — The primary source
for this research is al-Raghib al-Isfahant's Mufradat Alfaz al-Qur’an. The
study examines the entries for key theological terms across major doctrinal
categories, including: (a) theology and monotheism (ilahiyyat wa tawhid); (b)
divine names and attributes (asma’ wa sifat Allah); (c¢) anthropology and
human nature (insan); (d) religion and sacred law (din wa shari‘a); (e) divine
justice (‘adl); (f) determinism and free will (jabr wa ikhtiyar); (g) divine
decree and destiny (qada’ wa qadar); (h) prophethood and the Prophet's
infallibility (nubuwwa wa ‘isma); (i) the nature of revelation (wahy); and (j)
the eschaton and related topics (ma‘ad).

Stage Two: Lexical and Semantic Analysis — The selected entries are
subjected to detailed analysis, with attention to: (a) al-Raghib's lexical
definitions and etymological explanations; (b) his theological commentary
and interpretive choices; (c) his engagement with alternative interpretations;
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(d) his use of rational arguments (adilla ‘aqliyya); and (e) the implicit or
explicit theological commitments that inform his analysis.

Stage Three: Comparative Analysis — Al-Raghib's positions are compared
with the major theological schools of his time to identify points of
convergence and divergence.

Stage Four: Synthesis and Evaluation — The findings are synthesized to
identify the distinctive features of al-Raghib's theological thought.

3. Findings
The findings of this research reveal that al-Raghib's theological thought, as
articulated in Mufradat, is characterized by the following features:

3.1. Theology and Monotheism (Ilahiyyat wa Tawhid)

Al-Raghib regards the word "Allah" as a proper name (ism ‘alam) for the
Necessary Existent (wajib al-wujiid) and connects its roots to meanings of
wonder, concealment, and profound attachment. He interprets monotheism
(tawhid) as the simplicity of the Divine Essence (basatat al-dhat) and the
negation of any composition or plurality (kathra) in God. In discussing divine
attributes, he regards divine life as absolute deathlessness and negates any
resemblance to creation. He explicitly considers corporeal vision (ru’yat al-
hisst) of God impossible and interprets the verses concerning vision as
referring to divine knowledge and encompassing power (ihata). On the
question of divine speech (kalam), although he affirms divine speech, he does
not regard it as being of the kind of sounds and material letters, and regards
its quality in the hereafter as unknown (majhiil). These middle positions
distance him from the Ash‘aris and bring him closer to the ‘Adliya.

3.2. Innovation: The Distinction between Will (Irada) and Providence (MasT a)
One of al-Raghib's significant innovations is the distinction between divine
will (irada) and divine providence (masT’a). In his view, divine will means
definitive decree and legislative command (hukm tashri‘T), the external
realization of which is not necessary. Providence, however, means creation
and bringing into existence (fjad wa afariish), and whatever God has
providentially willed necessarily occurs. This distinction paves the way for
reconciling divine absolute sovereignty with human free will. Al-Raghib also
regards human will as real, although he considers its realization dependent
upon divine providence.

3.3. Divine Decree and Destiny (Qada’ wa Qadar)

In discussing divine decree and destiny, al-Raghib regards these as deriving
from the levels of divine knowledge (maratib al-‘ilm al-ilah1). He defines
qada’ as "final decision and definitive decree" (faysala wa hukm qat'7) and
qadar as "measurement and determination of the existential limits of things
according to wisdom" (andaza-girT wa ta‘yin-i hudiid-i wujudi-yi ashya’ bar
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asas-i hikmat). By narrating the story of ‘Umar fleeing from the plague, he
explains the difference between qada’ and qadar: escape from qada’ is
impossible, but one can seek refuge from one qadar in another. This analysis,
which is consistent with the views of philosophers such as Mulla Sadra and
‘Allama Tabataba'1, reconciles divine foreknowledge with human free will.

3.4. Determinism and Free Will (Jabr wa Ikhtiyar)

On the question of determinism and free will, al-Raghib explicitly defends the
doctrine of al-amr bayn al-amrayn (the position between the two positions).
He defines jabr as "reform through compulsion and force" (islah bi qahr wa
zur) and interprets "al-Jabbar" as one of God's names meaning "the Reformer"
(islah-kunanda), not "the Compeller" (majbiir-kunanda). Citing the prophetic
hadith "Ia jabra wa Ia tafwida" (neither determinism nor absolute free will)
and critiquing the view of the Mujabbira (determinists), he offers a middle
approach that preserves both God's absolute power and human moral
responsibility. He also critiques a group of Mu‘tazilts who deny any divine
compulsion, while God has created human beings in circumstances such as
death and illness in which they are compelled.

3.5. Divine Justice (‘Adl)

In discussing justice, al-Raghib divides it into two types: absolute (mutlaq)—
which reason always deems good—and relative (nisfi)—which may be
abrogated in the sacred law (shari‘a). He bases his position on rational
goodness and evil (husn wa qubh ‘aqli) and purifies the divine realm from the
performance of reprehensible acts (af*al-i qabih).

3.6. Anthropology (Insan)

In anthropology, al-Raghib calls the human being "the microcosm" (‘alam-i saghir),
the manifestation of the macrocosm (‘alam-i kabir). He traces the root of the name
"insan" to "nisyan" (forgetfulness), because the human being has forgotten the
divine covenant (‘ahd-i ilaht). He emphasizes "there is no compulsion in religion"
(1a ikraha fi al-din) and regards religion as a matter of the heart (amr-i qalbi) based
on sincerity (ikhlas), which is incompatible with compulsion.

3.7. Prophethood (Nubuwwa) and Revelation (Wahy)

Al-Raghib defines the prophet (nabi) as the bearer of an important and certain
news (khabar-i muhimm-i yaqini) and the messenger (rastil) as one sent for
wise delivery of the message. He divides revelation (wahy) into six types:
through the angel, hearing a voice without seeing the speaker, inspiration in
the heart (ilga’ dar qalb), intuition (ilham), instinctive subjugation (taskhir-i
gharizi), and dreams (ru’ya). He establishes the infallibility (‘isma) of the
prophets while preserving their free will.
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3.8. The Eschaton (Ma“‘ad)

Al-Raghib believes in corporeal resurrection (ma‘ad-i jismani), regards the soul as
an immaterial reality (haqiqat-i mujarrad), and considers death as an existential
transition (intiqal-i wujtidi). He describes the barzakh as the intermediate world
between death and the Resurrection (‘alam-i miyan marg wa qiyamat), intercession
(shafa‘a) as by divine permission, and explains ihbat (nullification of good deeds)
and takfir (expiations) within the framework of divine justice.

4. Conclusion

The final conclusion is that Mufradat Alfaz al-Qur’an is not merely a
dictionary but a work of theology with significant innovations. Al-Raghib's
theological thought is close to the ‘Adliya (Imami Shi‘a and moderate
Mu ‘tazilism), and by avoiding sectarian bias, he has been able to present a
moderate and rationalist system of Qur’anic knowledge. It is recommended
that future research compare al-Raghib's theological views with those of
prominent theologians of each school.
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1. Introduction

In Islamic thought, particularly within the intellectual framework of the
Imamiyya (Twelver Shi‘a), the concept of Imamate (Imamah) occupies a
central and foundational position. This station, which is presented in the
Qur'an independently of prophethood (nubuwwah) and messengership
(risalah) — as seen in Q. 2:124 — encompasses not only religious leadership
and esoteric guidance but also social, sovereign, and judicial functions. The
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), as the Seal of the Prophets, was not
only charged with delivering revelation and teaching the Book and wisdom,
but also, through the establishment of a government in Medina, assumed the
governance of the Islamic community and the adjudication of disputes. These
dimensions of the prophetic sirah, reflected in numerous verses, indicate a
station higher than prophethood and messengership — a station which this
study refers to as "social Imamate" (Imamah-yi ijtima ‘7).

2. Methodology

The present research is organized using a descriptive-analytical method and
library-based data collection. Its primary approach is a comparative exegesis
— limited to a sample of commentaries from both major Islamic traditions (al-
Mizan, al-Tibyan, Majma‘ al-Bayan, Mafatih al-Ghayb, al-Kashshaf, Ruh al-
Ma‘ant, and Tafsir Ibn Kathir) — focusing on the verses concerning priority
(awla), guardianship/wilayah, arbitration/hukmiyyah, finality of prophethood
(khatamiyyah), those in authority (ult al-amr), and succession/vicegerency
(istikhlaf).

3. Literature Review and Research Background

The novelty of this research can be identified in four areas:

o Conceptual innovation: In defining "social Imamate" as a composite
concept consisting of three components — sovereignty (hakimiyyah),
guardianship (wilayah), and judiciary (qada’) — and distinguishing it
from similar concepts such as '"religious government" and
"guardianship of the jurist" (wilayat al-faqth);

e Methodological innovation: In designing a "triangular model" for
the simultaneous analysis of verses, and a "systemic-holistic analysis"
approach. Unlike previous comparative exegetical studies that have
examined verses independently and non-systemically, this article, for
the first time, analyzes three categories of verses together as the sides
of a single triangle;

e Exegetical innovation: In establishing a "logical bridge" between the
verses on social Imamate, finality (khatamiyyah), those in authority
(ult al-amr), and succession (istikhlaf), and in uncovering the Qur'an's
systemic structure regarding the continuity of leadership — a
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connection that has not previously been made between these four
categories of verses within a coherent chain of argumentation;

e Narrative-critical innovation: In the chain-of-transmission (isnad)
evaluation of Sunni traditions based on their own sources (Tahdhib
al-Tahdhib, al-Jarh wa al-Ta‘dil, al-Thiqgat), and in the separation of
"chain" from "text" (matn) to establish conceptual validity — an
approach missing in similar studies, which have either ignored Sunni
traditions or merely cited them without systematic chain evaluation.

4. Findings
The findings of this research can be categorized into several axes:

First, regarding Qur'anic evidence, the verse of priority (awla) (Q. 33:6)
indicates the Prophet's absolute right to sovereignty, such that commentators
from both major traditions unanimously emphasize the absoluteness of the
Prophet's priority in all religious and worldly affairs, and consider it the basis
for the obligation of absolute obedience to him. The verse of wilayah (Q.
5:55), introduced with the restrictive particle innama (indeed/only), and in
which the word wali is interpreted as "guardian" and "one in charge of affairs,"
signifies the second component of social Imamate — namely, executive
guardianship and legislative authority.

Second, concerning the relationship between finality (khatamiyyah) and the
continuation of the functions of Imamate, the verse of finality (Q. 33:40) merely
conveys the end of the line of prophets and contains no indication of the
termination of the station of Imamate, guardianship, judiciary, or sovereignty.
‘Allamah Tabataba'1 in al-Mizan, by carefully examining the word al-nabiyym
(the prophets), which appears with the definite article for generic reference,
demonstrates that finality pertains exclusively to the cessation of revelation
reception and the legislation of a new law (shari‘ah), and that the continuation of
Imamate does not imply the advent of a new prophet.

Third, regarding the necessity of the continuity of leadership, the verses
on those in authority (ult al-amr) (Q. 4:59) and succession (istikhlaf) (Q.
24:55) clearly emphasize the necessity of the continuation of divine leadership
after the Prophet. The verse of ulti al-amr makes obedience to those in
authority obligatory alongside obedience to God and the Messenger, and its
unrestricted formulation demonstrates that this obligation is not limited to the
Prophet's era. Fakhr al-Razi in Mafatih al-Ghayb, through a clear argument,
establishes the necessity of the infallibility (‘ismah) of ulti al-amr, and under
the verse: "If you disagree over something, refer it to God and the Messenger"
(Q. 4:59), he shows that the sole authority for determining the referent of ula
al-amr is God and the Prophet, not the people.

Fourth, in response to the doubt concerning the separation of the prophetic
function of proclamation from that of governance (as proposed by ‘All “Abd
al-Raziq), this research, using the triangular framework of social Imamate, offers
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a structured critique at three levels — "explicit text" (nass sarih), "practical
conduct" (strah-yi ‘amali), and "necessity of continuity" — and demonstrates
that this theory conflicts not merely with one or two verses, but with the entire
systemic structure of the Qur'an concerning politics and government.

5. Conclusion

The results of the research demonstrate that the social Imamate of the Prophet
(PBUH) is provable from the Qur'an, that the finality of prophethood does not pose
an obstacle to its continuation, and that an intertextual approach to the traditions of
both major Islamic schools can open new horizons in ecumenical dialogue.

Furthermore, by drawing a precise distinction between infallible Imamate
and other forms of political sovereignty, this research emphasizes that the
concept of social Imamate, within the framework of Imam1 thought, can never
legitimize non-divine, tyrannical, or purely popular-election-based
governments. This is because the concept rests upon three essential pillars —
divine appointment (nasb-yi ilahi), infallibility (‘ismah), and
divinely-bestowed knowledge (‘ilm-yi laduni) — which distinguish it from
other forms of governance. As the Qur'an explicitly states in the verse of trial
(ibtila’) (Q. 2:124): "My covenant does not reach the wrongdoers" (12 yanalu
‘ahdt al-zalimin) — a negation of any legitimacy for unjust rulers.
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