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Introduction

Supplication (du‘a’), as a profound linguistic and communicative act, serves as
a bridge between humanity and God, characterized by distinctive linguistic
structures that reflect spiritual and cultural dimensions. These structures have
evolved throughout history across diverse cultures, conveying the speaker's
intent to maintain respect and humility in dialogue with a superior being, such
as God. In linguistic studies, politeness strategies in oral and written discourse
have been extensively examined, particularly through the lens of politeness
theories, such as Brown and Levinson's (1987) politeness theory, which
emphasizes the concept of "face"—the social image individuals present and
strive to preserve in interactions. This theory posits that indirect politeness
strategies are often employed to maintain politeness, especially in situations
involving high social distance, power dynamics, and imposition levels. Despite
abundant research on politeness strategies, their application in religious texts,
particularly supplicatory invocations (munajat), has received limited attention.
This gap is particularly notable in the context of Islamic supplications rooted in
the spiritual and theological traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘alayhim al-salam).

The present research focuses on the Fifteen Munajat of Imam al-Sajjad (‘a),
a collection of supplications attributed to the fourth Shi‘i Imam, documented
in works such as al-Sahifa al-Thaniya al-Sajjadiyya, Bihar al-Anwar, and
Mafatih al-Jinan by scholars including Shaykh al-Hurr al-‘Amili, ‘Allamah al-
Majlis1, and Shaykh ‘Abbas Qummi. These munajat, presented over fifteen
consecutive days, address ethical and mystical themes, seeking divine mercy
for the well-being and salvation of servants. This study examines the
politeness strategies employed in these munajat and their English translation
by William Chittick (1997), with a particular emphasis on how these strategies
reflect politeness and the theological teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt. Drawing
on Brown and Levinson's (1987) framework, the research investigates how
linguistic choices in the munajat and their translation preserve the speaker's
humility and foster a respectful and spiritual dialogue with God. This study
addresses two research questions:

1) What is the most frequent politeness strategy in Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a)
Fifteen Munajat, and how does it contribute to deepening the spiritual
connection with God?

2) How do the politeness strategies in these munajat reflect the theological
teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt in religious discourse?

Methodology
This study employs a qualitative, corpus-based approach to analyze politeness
strategies in Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) Fifteen Munajat and their English
translation. The corpus comprises the Arabic text of the munajat, as contained
in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya (‘AlT b. al-Husayn, 2005), and Chittick's (1997)
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English translation. The theoretical framework is grounded in Brown and
Levinson's (1987) politeness theory, which categorizes politeness strategies
into direct and indirect types, with subcategories of requests and hints for
indirect strategies. The analysis focuses on identifying the frequency and
function of these strategies in the Arabic text and evaluating their preservation
in the English translation.

Data collection involved extracting linguistic structures from the munajat,
such as indirect requests, exclamatory phrases, and metaphorical expressions,
which were coded according to Brown and Levinson's classification. The
qualitative analysis examined contextual factors influencing politeness
strategy selection, including social distance (between the speaker and God),
power dynamics, and degree of imposition. The analysis of Chittick's
translation assessed his fidelity to the polite structures and theological nuances
of the original text, drawing on his preface to consider his translation
philosophy. A comparative analysis was conducted to determine how the
spiritual and cultural essence of the munajat is reflected in the translator's
literal and meaning-oriented approach. Additionally, the study considered the
broader context of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya to identify consistent patterns in
Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) linguistic style.

Findings

The findings indicate that the most frequent politeness strategy in Imam al-
Sajjad's (‘a) Fifteen Munajat is the indirect strategy, encompassing two
subcategories: requests (such as optative supplications) and hints (such as
metaphorical or allusive phrases). This strategy is rooted in the linguistic and
theological structures of the munajat, designed to maintain politeness and
humility in dialogue with God. For instance, instead of direct imperatives,
Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) employs phrases like requests or rhetorical questions,
signifying respect and submission. These indirect strategies align with Brown
and Levinson's (1987) assertion that greater social distance and power
asymmetry encourage more polite linguistic choices. The analysis reveals that
this approach not only reflects the speaker's humility but also creates a sacred
and contemplative space, deepening the spiritual connection between the
supplicant and God.

Examination of Chittick's English translation demonstrates a high degree
of fidelity to the polite structures of the Arabic text. Chittick adopts a literal
yet context-sensitive approach, preserving indirect expressions and
theological nuances of the original. For example, metaphorical phrases and
exclamatory structures are rendered accurately, maintaining the munajat's
respectful tone. This fidelity aligns with Chittick's stated goal, as expressed in
his preface, of providing a transparent and pluralistic translation of sacred
texts. The translation effectively conveys the theological teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt, particularly the emphasis on humility, respect, and spiritual



Theology Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Issue 22, Spring & Summer 2025 78

introspection, thereby contributing to the global dissemination of Shi‘i
theological discourse. The study also identifies consistent patterns of indirect
expression in other supplications within al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, suggesting
that this strategy is a hallmark of Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) rhetorical style. The
use of indirect requests, exclamatory phrases, and metaphors not only ensures
politeness but also evokes emotional and psychological responses in the
audience, fostering deeper engagement with religious concepts. The findings
highlight the role of linguistic structures in reflecting the theological and
ethical teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt, particularly in preserving a respectful
dialogue with God.

Conclusion

This study underscores the central importance of indirect politeness strategies
in Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) Fifteen Munajat, which serve as a model for politeness
and spiritual discourse in Islamic theology. By prioritizing indirect requests
and hints, Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) exemplifies humility and respect, aligning with
the theological principles of the Ahl al-Bayt. Chittick's English translation
successfully preserves these linguistic and theological features, facilitating
global access to Shi‘i religious texts. The research illuminates the interplay
between language, politeness, and theology, offering insights into how
linguistic choices shape spiritual communication. Future studies could extend
this analysis to other supplications by Shi‘i Imams or compare various English
translations to further elucidate strategies for translating religious texts. This
work advances the understanding of linguistic politeness in sacred texts and
supports the dissemination of the Ahl al-Bayt's teachings in international
academic and religious contexts.
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The enormity of my crime has killed my heart, so revive it with repentance to You,
O my wish, my purpose, my desire, and my hope (p. 482).
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So, grant my supplication, disappoint not my hope in Thee, accept my repentance,
and hide my offense, through Thy kindness and mercy, O Most Merciful of the merciful!

(p. 485)
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My God, induce us to renounce it and keep us safe from it by Thy giving success and
Thy preservation from sin. Strip from us the robes of opposing Thee, attend to our affairs
through Thy good sufficiency, amplify our increase from the boundless plenty of Thy mercy,
be liberal in our gifts from the overflow of Thy grants, plant in our hearts the trees of Thy
love, complete for us the lights of Thy knowledge, give us to taste the sweetness of Thy
pardon and the pleasure of Thy forgiveness, gladden our eyes on the day of meeting Thee
with the vision of Thee, dislodge the love of this world from our spirits, just as Thou hast
done for the righteous, Thy selected friends, and for the pious, those whom Thou hast singled
out! O Most Merciful of the merciful, O Most Generous of thee most generous!

justas Thou (glsj alen 3, 5L L yol Jladl ded oye 40 Ao 3 wundSSl don 3 51 YL ko 5]
hast done for the righteous, Thy selected friends, and for the pious, those whom Thou hast
O Most Merciful of the merciful, O Most Generous of thee most bl 4 Isingled out
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I ask Thee by those whom Thou hast singled out, Thy angels and the righteous
among Thy creatures, to assign over us a protector hrough which Thou wilt deliver us
from destructions, turn aside from us blights, and hide us from the striking of great
afflictions, to send down upon us some of Thy tranquility, to wrap our faces in the
lights of love for Thee to give us haven in Thy strong pillar, and to gather us under
the wings of Thy preservation! By Thy clemency and Thy mercy, O Most Merciful of
the merciful (p. 530)
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My God, though the sins of Thy servant are ugly. Thy pardon is beautiful (p. 484)
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So I ask Thee by Thy farreaching wisdom and Thy penetrating will not to let me
expose myself to other than Thy munificence (p. 488)
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Would that I knew— Did my mother bear me for wretchedness? Did she nurture
me for suffering? Would then that she had not borne me and had not nurtured me!
Would that I had knowledge Hast Thou appointed me one of the people of felicity?
Hast Thou singled me out for Thy nearness and neighborhood? Then would my eyes
be gladdened, and in that my soul reach serenity (pp. 489-490)
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O He who gives to a servant who asks from Him, takes him to his wish when he
expectantly hopes for what is with Him, brings him near and close when he

approaches Him, covers over his sin and cloaks it when he shows it openly, and
satisfies and suffices him when he has confidence In Him! (p. 493)
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I ask Thee by Thy generosity to show kindness toward me through Thy gifts,
with that which will gladden my eye, through hope in Thee, with that which will give
serenity to my soul, and through certainty with that which will make easy for me the
afflictions of this world (pp. 495-496).
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By Your glory, I do not find anyone to forgive my sins except You, and I do not
find anyone to compensate for my heartbreak except You.
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My God, Thou art He who hast opened a door to Thy pardon and named it
'repentance’, for Thou said Repent to ALLAH with (unswerving repentance) (p. 484).
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My God, here is no force and not strength except in Thy power, and no
deliverance for me from the detested things of this world save through Thy
preservation (p. 488)
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O He through whose mercy the strivers reach felicity and through whose
vengeance the seekers of forgiveness are not made wretched! (p. 494)
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O He who comes toward those who come toward Him and grants gifts and
bestows bounty upon them through tenderness! He is compassionate and clement

toward those heedless of His remembrance and loving and tender in drawing them to
His door! (p. 508)
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The issue of ihbat (nullification of deeds) is a foundational topic in the
field of Islamic theology (kalam) that elucidates the relationship
between faith (Iman), righteous deeds (‘amal salih), and eschatological
felicity. It stands in contrast to the eternal damnation resulting from
disbelief (kufr) and sin (ma‘siyat). The central point of disagreement
in this domain concerns the nature and modality of how ihbat is
actualized. The objective of this research is to analyze and examine
three theological perspectives on the issue of ihbat in relation to the
reckoning of deeds, divine wisdom (hikmah), and divine justice
(‘adly—a subject that has perpetually been a site of debate and
discourse among theologians (mutakallimiin). Accordingly, this
article emphasizes the Imami perspective and compares it with the
views of the Ahl al-Sunnah, particularly the Mu‘tazilah. The research
methodology is descriptive-analytical, grounded in documentary
sources and library-based data. The findings indicate that, according
to the Imami view, the denial of ihbat and its metaphorical
interpretation (tafstr majazi) possess greater soundness (itqan), based
on arguments from the Qur’an and narrative traditions (riwayat).
Conversely, the Mu‘tazilah affirm the literal meaning of ihbat and are
divided into two factions: one that upholds the total nullification (ihbat
kulli) of deeds, and another that proposes the theory of partial
nullification (ihbat juz’l) and a counterbalancing (muwazanah)
between good deeds (hasanat) and evil deeds (sayyi’at). Through a
documented analysis of these three viewpoints, the final conclusion
affirms the Imam position, which involves the negation of the total
nullification of deeds and an emphasis on divine justice and wisdom
in matters of reward and punishment.

Cite this article: khoshbavar, D., & Ziaee, H. (2025). Scope of Ihbat: A Critical Perspective

from Imami and Sunni Viewpoints. Theology Journal,

12(1), 97-118.

https://doi.org/10.22034/pke.2025.21130.1983

© The Author(s).
DOL: https://doi.org/10.22034/pke.2025.21130.1983

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.



https://www.google.com/url?sa=E&q=mailto%3Ad.basirat%40cfu.ac.ir
https://www.google.com/url?sa=E&q=mailto%3Ah.ziaee%40gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=E&q=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.22034%2Fpke.2025.21130.1983
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5557-697X
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-5430-5400

Theology Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Issue 22, Spring & Summer 2025 98

Introduction

A fundamental issue in Islamic theology (‘ilm al-kalam) and ethics is the
intricate interplay between righteous and sinful acts in determining an
individual's ultimate eschatological fate. This inquiry delves into the
mechanisms through which human deeds interact, a subject extensively
debated by classical Islamic scholars. Central to this discourse are the twin
concepts of ihbat (nullification) and takfir (expiatory compensation). lhbat
denotes the annulment or invalidation of the reward for previously
accumulated good deeds due to subsequent major sins or disbelief.
Conversely, takfir refers to the effacement or compensation for sins through
righteous acts, effectively shielding the believer from their negative
consequences. This study provides a comprehensive analysis of these
doctrines, examining the divergent viewpoints within major Islamic
theological schools, particularly Imami Shi‘a and Sunni orthodoxy, while also
acknowledging the philosophical and mystical dimensions that enrich this
complex debate.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology,
grounded in the examination of primary and authoritative secondary sources
within the Islamic theological tradition. The investigation focuses on the
doctrinal positions concerning i2bat and takfir as a central challenge in Islamic
theology, exploring its intrinsic connections with divine wisdom (hikma
ilahiyya), eschatology (ma ‘ad), the final reckoning of deeds (kisab), and
divine justice (‘adl). The core of the study revolves around the points of
contention and consensus among Imamt and Sunni theologians regarding the
actual occurrence of ihbat and its perceived compatibility or incompatibility
with God's justice and wisdom.

Findings
The analysis reveals a spectrum of theological opinions:

e The Imami Shi‘a Perspective: This school posits that faith and
righteous deeds merit divine reward only if sustained until the end of
one's life. A subsequent act of disbelief (kufr) or major sin (kabira)
retroactively demonstrates a lack of genuine, enduring faith, thus
nullifying the reward for prior good works. In this view, ihbat is
understood in a metaphorical, rather than a literal, sense (as cited from
al-Sharif al-Murtada, al-Tabrist, and al-Bahrani).

¢ Sunni Theological Perspectives: Four primary viewpoints were
identified within Sunni schools:
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Nullification of Reward: Major sins or disbelief can entirely
invalidate the accrued reward of previous good deeds (al-Ghazalr; al-
Taftazani).

Negation of Minor Good Deeds: Major sins specifically nullify
minor good deeds (hasanat qalila) but not necessarily all forms of
worship (al-Ijt; al-Hill1; al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar).

Total Nullification of All Righteous Acts: A later major sin
irrevocably invalidates all preceding righteous acts, regardless of
their magnitude—a view primarily associated with the Kharijis,
particularly the Ibadis (al-Juwayni).

The Theory of Weighing (Muwazana): Championed by Abil
Hashim al-Jubba'i, this theory holds that an individual's good and
evil deeds are weighed against each other. The outcome (reward or
punishment) is determined by which category prevails; if equal, they
nullify each other. This calculation encompasses one's entire lifetime
of deeds (al-Ijt; al-Jurjani; al-Bahran).

Conclusion

The study concludes with several key insights:

1.

Definition of Ihbat: /hbat is accurately defined as the eradication of
the deserved reward for good deeds, not the physical annihilation of
the deeds themselves.

Critique of the Mu tazilite Position: A strict interpretation of ihbat,
as held by some Mu‘tazilites, leads to a simplistic model of deeds
cyclically nullifying one another, which is an inadequate reflection of
the complex reality of divine judgment as presented in scripture.
Viability of the Weighing Theory: The theory of muwazana
emerges as a more nuanced and logically coherent framework for
understanding the interaction of deeds.

Scriptural Fidelity: Qur’anic and hadith evidence confirms that a
believer with a mixture of good and evil deeds is fundamentally
distinct from one with no good deeds whatsoever. Divine justice may
entail punishment for sins preceding the eventual bestowal of reward
for good deeds—a position directly opposing the absolute
nullification theory.

Ultimately, the precise mechanics of how deeds are reconciled remain
within the purview of divine wisdom (kikma), leaving humankind in a state
between hope and fear, which itself is a cornerstone of ethical and spiritual
motivation in Islam.
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Turkt bin “Alt (1984-2017) was one of the most prominent clerics of
the takfiri group known as the Islamic State (ISIS). He produced
numerous sermons and works aimed at providing a religious veneer
for ISIS and its atrocities, including a commentary on Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Wahhab’s the Ten Nullifiers of Islam (al-Nawaqid al-
Islamiyya al-‘Ashara). The fourth of these ten nullifiers is "ruling by
other than what God has revealed (al-hukm bi-ghayr ma anzala
Allah)." From al-Bin‘ali’s perspective, this act possesses six distinct
grades. With the exception of the first grade—mere sin—the
remaining five, namely: 1) ruling by other than what God has revealed
on a specific matter; 2) replacing God’s ruling with another; 3)
legislating a ruling in place of God’s; 4) claiming an absolute right to
legislate; and 5) suspending divine rulings by force, all necessitate the
legal ruling (hukm fighi) of takfir (excommunication) and expulsion
from the fold of Islam. This article examines and critiques al-Bin‘ali’s
viewpoint using a "descriptive and analytical" methodology. The
research findings indicate that al-Bin‘ali’s claim regarding the
excommunication of one who rules by other than what God has
revealed is, first, fraught with internal contradiction and incoherence,
as he should have consistently applied the conditions of istihlal
(deeming the forbidden permissible) or istikbar (arrogant refusal) for
takfir across all grades of this nullifier. Second, it contravenes the
teachings of the Qur'an and the Sunna concerning the distinction
between Islam (submission) and Iman (faith), and between doctrinal
unbelief (kuft i‘tiqadi) and practical unbelief (kufr ‘amali). Third, it is
predicated on an unsubstantiated hermeneutical principle that has
distanced al-Bin‘alt from the exegetical tradition of Ahl al-Sunna wa-
I-Jama‘a (the Sunni orthodoxy).
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Introduction

This article presents a critical analysis of the views of Turkt al-Bin‘al1 (1984—
2017), a prominent mufti and ideologue of the takfirt group ISIS, concerning
the Islamic legal concept of hukm bi-ghayr ma anzal Allah (ruling by other
than what God has revealed). Al-Bin‘ali authored numerous works and
delivered speeches to theologically justify the actions and atrocities of ISIS.
Among these is his commentary on Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab's
renowned treatise, Nawaqid al-Islam al-‘Asharah (The Ten Nullifiers of
Islam). This study focuses on al-Bin‘alt's exposition of the fourth nullifier,
hukm bi-ghayr ma anzal Allah, which he categorizes into six distinct degrees.
He contends that, with the exception of the first degree (classified as a mere
sin), all other manifestations of this act constitute major disbelief (kufr akbar),
leading to the perpetrator's excommunication (fakfir) from Islam. These
advanced degrees include: ruling in a specific case contrary to God's law,
systematically substituting divine law, legislating laws to replace God's law,
claiming the absolute right to legislate, and forcibly suspending the
implementation of divine ordinances.

Methodology
The research method employed in this paper is descriptive and analytical. It
involves a systematic description and rigorous critical examination of al-
Bin‘alt's theological arguments, jurisprudential reasoning, and exegetical
methodology concerning the concept of ruling by non-divine law.

Findings
The research reveals that al-Bin‘alt's claims regarding the takfir of one who
rules by other than what God has revealed are predicated on three fundamental
flaws:

1. Internal Contradiction and Incoherence: A significant inconsistency
exists in al-Bin‘alt's framework. For the first degree of hukm bi-ghayr
ma anzal Allah (i.e., common sins), he stipulates that takfir is only
applicable if the act is accompanied by istihlal (the belief that the
forbidden act is permissible). However, for the subsequent degrees, he
dismisses this requirement, deeming the mere commission of the act
sufficient for excommunication. This contradictory approach is
logically untenable; if creedal assent (istihlal) is a necessary condition
for pronouncing takfir upon a sinner, it is inconsistent to waive this
condition for other forms of ruling by non-divine law. If al-Bin‘ali were
to consistently apply the condition of istihlal or conscious defiance
(istikbar), he would be unable to declare fakfir upon many Muslim
rulers who, while acknowledging the sanctity of divine law, may violate
it due to negligence or worldly desires.
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2. Conflict with the Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah: This flaw arises

from al-Bin‘al's conflation of the distinct concepts of Islam
(submission) and 7man (faith), and his failure to differentiate between
kufr i‘tigadr (disbelief of creed, or kufi akbar) and kufr ‘amali
(disbelief of action, or kufi asghar). The Qur'an establishes Islam as
a broader category than iman; submission to God is achieved through
the verbal profession of faith (shahddatayn), whereas true faith is
manifested through actions. Similarly, scripture and prophetic
traditions distinguish between major disbelief, which is antithetical to
Islam, and minor disbelief, which is antithetical to the perfection of
iman but does not expel an individual from the fold of Islam. By
treating all forms of kufr as major creedal disbelief, al-Bin‘ali
erroneously issues rulings of apostasy. According to established
Islamic sources, an individual who has pronounced the shahddatayn
cannot be declared a disbeliever (kafir) solely for the act of ruling by
non-divine law, nor can their life be deemed forfeit.

. Reliance on Unfounded Exegetical Principles: Al-Bin‘ali bases his

arguments on unsound interpretive rules, notably a principle he
incorrectly attributes to Ibn Taymiyyah, which claims that the term
kufr, when appearing with the definite article 'al-' (e.g., al-kafiriin),
exclusively denotes major disbelief (kufr akbar). This is a
misrepresentation of Ibn Taymiyyah's position, who himself
interpreted Qur'an 5:44—a key verse in this debate—as pertaining
specifically to the Jews and did not sanction its use for the blanket
takfir of Muslims. Furthermore, from a grammatical perspective, the
definite article in this context functions as a relative pronoun (al/-
masil al-ism1) and does not signify the ultimate degree of disbelief.
This exegetical premise is therefore inconsistent with the Qur'an, the
Sunnah, and the established views of early Muslim scholars and
classical grammarians.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper demonstrates that Turki al-Bin‘alt's extremist
interpretation of hukm bi-ghayr ma anzal Allah is fundamentally at odds with
the established exegetical principles of Ahl al-Sunnah, authentic prophetic
narrations, and accepted linguistic and grammatical norms. The primary
deficiencies in his thesis are his failure to maintain the critical distinction
between creedal disbelief and practical disbelief, and his unwarranted
generalization of rulings specific to polytheism (shirk) to actions that may
arise from error, ignorance, or personal weakness, without necessarily
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nullifying an individual's Islam. This approach disregards the rich interpretive
and jurisprudential heritage of Sunni Islam and ultimately serves to legitimize
the widespread and indiscriminate excommunication (fakfir) of Muslims.
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The issue of religious pluralism in theoretical belief and practical
program represents one of the enduring questions in the history of
interfaith encounters that has received renewed attention in recent
periods due to various causes and purposes. Religious pluralism
encompasses different meanings and dimensions, and proponents
of pluralism have relied on various arguments, including religious
content and Quranic verses, to establish their position. Many of
these claims and their supporting evidence have frequently been
subject to examination, critique, and refutation. One verse that has
received less scholarly attention is the sixth verse of Surat al-
Kafirtin: "To you your religion, and to me my religion" (lakum
dinukum wa-liya din). Pluralism advocates maintain that this
verse confirms pluralism in truth and veracity, grants various
religions and beliefs a share in truth, and accepts the multiplicity
of religions. The principal research question is whether, based on
conventional approaches to Quranic understanding, this
interpretation of the verse is correct, and if problematic, what
criticisms may be raised against it? In this article, employing a
descriptive-analytical method, we explain two interpretive
approaches—namely, the use of internal contextual indicators and
reliance on supportive external principles—and examine the
pluralistic interpretation of the verse against these two approaches.
We attempt to prove the hypothesis that such an interpretation is
unacceptable neither through reliance on context and internal
indicators nor through dependence on general external principles.
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Introduction

Proponents of religious pluralism frequently appeal to religious texts,
including select verses from the Qur’an, to substantiate their claims. A
prominent example is the final verse of Strah al-Kafirtin (109), which states:
“Lakum dinukum wa liya din” (To you your religion, and to me my religion).
Adherents of pluralism contend that this verse endorses a "pluralism of truth"
(haqqganiyyah), thereby positing that various religious and belief systems
possess a legitimate share of veracity. This leads to the conclusion that
individuals are free to choose any religion and live accordingly. The central
research question of this paper is: when analyzed through established
methodologies of Quranic exegesis, can this verse genuinely be interpreted as
affirming pluralism in the dimensions of truth (hagqaniyyah), salvation
(sa‘adah), and ultimate deliverance (najat)? This study critically examines this
interpretation by employing conventional standards of Quranic hermeneutics,
including an analysis of the internal evidence (qara’in) within the siirah itself,
corroborating evidence from analogous Quranic passages, and an evaluation
of the exegetical traditions (riwayat) pertaining to its revelation. Furthermore,
the paper invokes the principle of jar1 wa tatbiq (flow and application) to
affirm that the verse establishes a practical method, endorsed by the prophets
(anbiya’) and saints (awliya’), of avoiding futile engagement with willful
obstinacy (‘inad).

Methodology
This study is theoretical in nature and employs a library-based research
methodology. The research process commenced with the definition of the core
problem, followed by the development of a detailed research plan. Primary
and secondary sources, including classical and contemporary Quranic
exegeses, hadith collections, and theological treatises, were systematically
compiled and reviewed. Relevant data was excerpted and categorized
thematically. The subsequent stages involved the drafting of the primary
analysis, followed by a rigorous process of revision and refinement informed
by further in-depth research to ensure academic rigor and conceptual clarity.

Findings
The analysis demonstrates that the pluralistic interpretation of Surah al-
Kafirtin is untenable. The context (siyaq) of the stirah clearly establishes a
definitive boundary between truth (haqq) and falsehood (batil), as embodied
by the Prophet (s) and the polytheists (mushrikiin). Far from validating the
beliefs of the polytheists, the verse serves to affirm the absolute truth of the
Prophet's religion while unequivocally negating theirs. The historical context
reveals that the mushrikiin approached the Prophet with obstinacy, contention,
and stubbornness (ta‘assub, ‘inad, and lajaj), attempting to legitimize their
own path alongside the divine message of Islam. The Qur’an decisively refutes
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this equation. The Prophet (s) was commanded to declare his complete
disavowal (bara’at) of their religion, thereby refusing to recognize even a
modicum of truth or legitimacy in their polytheistic creed.

This conclusion is strongly corroborated by other Quranic verses that
articulate the Prophet’s disassociation from the polytheists' beliefs and
actions, such as, “And if they deny you, then say, ‘For me are my deeds, and
for you are your deeds. You are disassociated from what I do, and I am
disassociated from what you do’” (Qur’an 10:41). Verses that appear to grant
permission, such as “...So worship what you will besides Him” (Qur’an 39:15)
and “Do what you will” (Qur’an 41:40), are understood by exegetes as forms
of ultimatum and threat, not endorsement. The Qur’an contains hundreds of
verses that condemn polytheism (shirk) in all its forms, identifying it as the
most detestable act and an unforgivable sin. As the esteemed exegete
‘Allamah Tabataba’l notes, the fundamental, truth-centric call (da‘wah
haqqah) of the Qur’an inherently precludes any possibility of it endorsing the
creed of the mushrikiin.

Furthermore, the exegetical traditions (riwayat) confirm this interpretation.
The Prophet (s) himself identified this stirah as a "disavowal of shirk." This is
echoed in a tradition from Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (‘a), who, pairing Siirah al-
Kafirtin with Siirah al-Ikhlas (al-Tawhid) for recitation before sleep, affirmed
that the former is a definitive declaration of "disavowal from shirk." Finally,
according to the principle of jarT wa tatbiq, the verse establishes a timeless and
universally applicable rule for social and religious interactions. It instructs
believers, when faced with willful and bigoted intransigence, to adopt the
prophetic method: to cease futile efforts and to establish a peaceful but clear
separation from the obstinate party.

Conclusion

Proponents of religious pluralism have appropriated verses such as Qur’an
109:6 to argue for a pluralism of truth and validity among different religions.
This investigation has demonstrated that this interpretation is critically flawed
and indefensible from multiple perspectives. Firstly, it is incongruous with the
internal evidence provided by the verse's context, analogous Quranic
passages, the historical circumstances of its revelation (sha’n al-nuzul), and
the authoritative prophetic traditions that explain its meaning. Secondly, it
violates the general rules of conventional hermeneutics. Therefore, the
pluralistic reading is unsupported by both internal textual evidence and
external exegetical principles.

It appears that such interpretations of the Holy Qur’an are not derived from
the text itself but are instead rooted in the pervasive spirit of relativism
concerning reality and epistemology (ma‘rifah) that has expanded as a
foundational tenet of modern anthropocentric culture. This intellectual
framework seeks to pave the way for permissiveness (ibahism) and to unbridle



Theology Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Issue 22, Spring & Summer 2025 186

modern humanity from intellectual and moral constraints. By advancing this
line of thought, pluralists attempt to evade the acceptance of objective truth
and the responsibilities that arise from it, thereby justifying their own
subjective inclinations in the perennial struggle between the human
conscience and innate disposition (fitrah) on the one hand, and carnal desires
on the other.
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While the principle of belief in the Return (raj ‘at) is an essential and
unanimously held doctrine among the Imamiyyah, its specific
modality is not a credal necessity. Owing to a perceived similarity
between raj'at and transmigration (tanasukh), some have
erroneously equated the two. Among the most significant and
challenging discussions in this area is the problem of elucidating the
modality of raj‘at and distinguishing it from tanasukh. This study
aims, first, to present a tenable modality for the Return that is
consistent with rational and scriptural principles, and second, to
articulate its distinction from tanasukh from the perspective of the
theosophers (hukama’). Tanasukh is beset by rational and scriptural
impediments. Mulla Sadra and ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 did not specify
the modality of the Return; they only sought to resolve the rational
improbabilities associated with it, arguing that it is not an instance
of regression from actuality (fi']) to potentiality (quwwah), nor is it
a retrogressive motion (harakat tada‘‘ufi). Fayd Kashani and
Shahabadi maintained that the Return involves a return to the
imaginal body (badan mithali), thus positing a fundamental
difference from tanasukh. From the viewpoint of Rafi‘T Qazvini and
Imam Khomeini, the Return occurs with the elemental body (badan
‘unsuri). They argue that an intrinsic relationship exists between the
body and the soul (nafs), as the body is a direct positing of the soul.
Therefore, raj‘at is distinct from tanasukh, in which the soul
becomes attached to a different body.
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Introduction

This research undertakes an in-depth investigation into the essential
distinctions between two pivotal concepts, the Return (rqj‘ar) and
Transmigration (tandasukh), within the intellectual framework of Islamic
theosophers (hukamda’). Within the context of Shi'i thought, raj ‘at stands as a
unique and foundational doctrine. Unfortunately, owing to certain superficial
similarities with the theory of tanasukh, it has persistently been subject to
significant misunderstandings. This epistemological error has been
propagated not only by opponents of the school of the Ahl al-Bayt but has
occasionally been repeated even among some proponents, indicating a critical
need for a precise re-examination of these concepts.

Adopting a systematic approach, the present study seeks to restore an
authentic understanding of raqj ‘at based on rational, scriptural (nagli), and
philosophical evidence. To this end, it first presents a comprehensive analysis
of the concept of tanasukh and its various classifications. Subsequently, by
critically examining the arguments for the invalidation of tandsukh, it
establishes the necessary groundwork for a precise elucidation of the true
nature of raj ‘at. The significance of this research can be assessed on three
levels: first, on the theological (kalami) plane, it clarifies crucial doctrinal
boundaries; second, on the philosophical level, it delineates the theoretical
foundations of both concepts; and third, on the historical plane, it responds to
polemical questions and doubts raised over many centuries. By referencing
the primary works of Islamic theosophers and employing an analytical-critical
approach, this paper endeavors to present a lucid and definitive exposition of
the subject.

Methodology
This study was designed using a mixed-methodology (qualitative-analytical)
and an interdisciplinary approach, integrating the fields of philosophy,
theology (kalam), and Hadith studies. Data collection was conducted through
a bibliothecal (library-based) method, with direct recourse to primary
philosophical and theological texts.

In the initial stage, a qualitative content analysis was performed on the
relevant works of major theosophers such as Mulla Sadra, ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1, Fayd Kashani, and others. In the second stage, a comparative-
historical method was employed to trace the intellectual evolution of these
concepts across different periods of Islamic thought. Data analysis was
executed using a tripartite technique comprising: descriptive (explication of
viewpoints), analytical (examination of conceptual relationships), and
critical (assessment and critique of arguments) methods.

For the section on tanasukh, lexical and technical definitions were first
extracted from authoritative sources, after which its principal types—naskh
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(human-to-human), maskh (human-to-animal), faskh (human-to-plant), and
raskh (human-to-mineral)—were explained with their precise differentiations.
For the section on raj ‘at, a documentary analysis was conducted on all
pertinent Qur'anic verses and reliable narrations, followed by a thorough
analysis of their philosophical interpretations. The distinctiveness of this
study's methodology lies in its synthesis of scriptural (nagli) and rational
(‘agl) arguments and its systematic analysis of the relationship between the
two concepts.

Findings
The findings of this research, derived from an exhaustive examination of
primary texts, can be categorized into several key areas. First, concerning
tanasukh, the study demonstrates that the theory is invalidated by five distinct
categories of rational arguments:

1. Arguments based on the principle of Substantial Motion (harakat-i
Jjawhart), which precludes the possibility of regression from a state of
actuality (fi liyyat) to potentiality (quwwah).

2. Arguments pertaining to the intrinsic and essential nature of the
soul-body (nafs-badan) relationship.

3. Arguments related to Divine Wisdom and the Best Possible Order
(nizam-i ahsan).

4. Arguments based on the philosophical impossibility of retrogressive
motion (harakat-i qahqara’i).

5. Arguments concerning the logical untenability of two souls
cohabiting a single body.

On a scriptural level, numerous Qur'anic verses, such as Sirat al-
Mu’'mintin 23:99-100, and explicit narrations from the Infallible Imams
unequivocally negate the doctrine of fandsukh.

Concerning raj‘at, the research has yielded the following conclusions:

1. Ontological Viability: From an ontological perspective, raj ‘at is not
only compatible with philosophical principles but is entirely
justifiable based on the foundations of the Transcendent Theosophy
(al-hikmat al-muta ‘aliyah).

2. The Nature of the Returning Body: After a comprehensive review
of existing viewpoints, this study endorses the theory of the elemental
body (badan ‘unguri) based on several compelling reasons, the most
significant of which are: (a) its consistency with the prima facie
meaning of the narrative sources; (b) its capacity to account for
physical events such as wars and retribution as described in the
narrations; and (c) its preservation of the principle of the intrinsic
soul-body relationship.
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3. Comparative Analysis: Ten fundamental differences between raj ‘at
and tanasukh were identified. The most critical distinctions are: (a) in
raj ‘at, the soul returns to its original, particular body, whereas
tandsukh necessitates attachment to a new body; (b) raj ‘at is an
evolutionary and perfecting motion, while tanasukh implies a
retrogressive one; and (c) personal identity is preserved in raj ‘at,
whereas tanasukh entails a change of identity.

Conclusion
This study has critically evaluated the different perspectives on the nature of
raj ‘at, demonstrating that interpretations positing a return to an imaginal
body (badan mithali), as proposed by figures like Fayd Kashani and
Shahabadi, face significant theoretical challenges. In contrast, the theory of
the elemental body (badan ‘unguri), advocated by Rafi't Qazvini and Imam
Khomeini, exhibits greater internal consistency and explanatory power.

In conclusion, by providing a systematic analysis of the relationship
between raj ‘at and tanasukh on both philosophical and scriptural grounds, this
research takes a substantial step toward clarifying a complex and often
misunderstood area of Islamic doctrine. It thereby offers a new and robust
paradigm for future scholarly investigations in this field.
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