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As the second source for understanding religion after the Qur’an,
the Hadith holds particular significance in the comprehension of
Islamic doctrines. Among these, the mutawatir hadith (a report of
mass transmission) occupies a prominent position in theological
(Kalam) discussions due to its absolute authority (hujjiyyah) and
its capacity to confer definitive knowledge. Furthermore, the
utilization of shared and methodologically sound principles is a
fundamental component of substantiating claims in theological
dialogues. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and
based on library research, this study investigates the methods used
by Imami theologians (mutakallimiin) to prove the tawatur of
traditions concerning the Imamate (imamah). The findings
indicate that Imami theologians have utilized five principal
methods to establish tawatur: Principle-Based Tawatur (based on
the foundational principles of hadith sciences), Transmission-
Based Tawatur (based on works that compile the various chains
of transmission—turug—of a hadith), Confessional Tawatur
(established through the acknowledgment of a tradition's
authenticity by theological opponents), Criterion-Based Tawdatur
(which involves defining specific criteria for fawdatur and
demonstrating that the traditions meet them), and Collective
Tawdatur (proven by collating the chains of transmission from
diverse Islamic and inter-sectarian sources). These methodologies
provide a methodologically sound and effective framework for
concerning the Imamate, which can be highly influential in
advancing innovation within the field of Kalam.
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Introduction

In the constellation of religious knowledge, hadith serves as the second
primary source of cognition after the Noble Qur’an, consistently playing a
fundamental role in the deduction, explication, and transmission of Islamic
teachings. The Noble Qur’an, through its recurrent references to the sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa alihi wa sallam) and the
imperative of obedience to him, has firmly embedded the validity of the
sunnah within the intellectual framework of Muslims. Accordingly, hadith,
which embodies the Prophetic sunnah (salla Allahu ‘alayhi wa alihi wa
sallam), has been at the center of attention among Islamic scholars since the
earliest centuries.

In this context, the significance and credibility of a hadith are evaluated
not only in terms of its content but also with regard to its issuance and chain
of transmission (sanad). Islamic scholars have devoted particular attention to
aspects such as the chain of transmission, the narrators (ruwah), the text
(matn), and the multiplicity of transmission paths (turuq) in assessing the
veracity or falsity of hadiths. One of the key concepts in this domain is
"mutawatir hadith." A mutawatir hadith is one that, due to the abundance of
transmitters across all generations (tabaqat), renders collusion upon falsehood
impossible and is thus deemed to engender certainty (yaqin). Such a hadith
holds an elevated position in the derivation of doctrinal beliefs (‘aqa’id) and
legal rulings (ahkam) and is accepted by all Islamic schools of thought.

In Imami kalam (theology), the proof of the imamate of the Ahl al-Bayt
(‘alayhim al-salam) constitutes one of the principal axes of doctrinal
discussions. Establishing this doctrine through valid and certitude-inducing
hadiths is an essential necessity, as audiences confronting claims of imamate
seek definitive and unassailable proofs. Particularly in interdenominational
dialogues, the utilization of hadiths whose tawatur (mutawatir status) can be
demonstrated strengthens argumentation and fosters broader acceptance.
Consequently, Imam1 theologians (mutakallimiin) throughout history have
endeavored to establish the tawatur of hadiths pertaining to imamate through
rigorous and diverse methods.

Methodology

The present study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and a library-based
method to examine the methods utilized by Imami theologians in establishing
the tawatur of hadiths related to imamate. Initially, key concepts such as
mutawatir hadith, imamate, method, and methodology are defined.
Subsequently, drawing upon hadith and kalam works, five overarching methods
are identified and analyzed. The primary objective of this research is to provide
a systematic portrayal of the tools and methodologies that Imami theologians
have employed to substantiate the tawatur of imamate-related hadiths.
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Findings
The research reveals that Imam1 theologians across various periods have
utilized five overarching methods to establish the tawatur of imamate-related
hadiths. These methods operate independently yet complement one another,
collectively forming a methodological framework for proving tawatur.

1. Foundational Tawatur (Tawatur Mabna'1):

This method relies on the fundamental principles of hadith sciences and
the fourfold conditions of a mutawatir hadith (abundance of narrators in
generations, reliance on sensory perception, impossibility of collusion upon
falsehood, and generation of necessary knowledge). The researcher,
employing knowledge of rijal (narrator evaluation), documentary sources,
narrator generations, and comparative analysis of narrations, seeks to
demonstrate the fulfillment of these conditions, thereby establishing tawatur.
A prominent example of this approach is the effort of ‘Allamah Mir Hamid
Husayn in ‘Abbaqat al-Anwar and ‘Allamah AminT in al-Ghadir.

2. Path-Based Tawatur (Tawatur Tariqi):

In this method, the focus is on compiling and categorizing various
transmission paths (turuq) of the hadith from diverse sources. Imami
theologians and hadith scholars, by assembling collections of hadith paths
(e.g., hadith al-Ghadir or hadith al-Thaqgalayn), aim to illustrate that the hadith
has been transmitted across different times, places, and generations with
similar wording. This method is significant as it can substantiate numerical
abundance and source diversity as corroborative evidence for tawatur. The
book al-Wilayah by Ibn ‘Aqda is a notable work in this regard, compiling
hadith al-Ghadir through over 110 paths from the Companions (sahabah).

3. Confessional Tawatur (Tawatur IqrarT):

This approach bases its argumentation on the confessions of Ahl al-Sunnah
scholars regarding the tawatur of a hadith. Imami theologians, by referring to
statements from figures such as al-Dhahabi, Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn Hajar al-
Haythami, and Ibn Kathir, endeavor to show that even opponents have
acknowledged the tawatur of certain hadiths (including hadith al-Ghadir, al-
Tayr, and al-Thaqalayn) in some instances. Their testimonies, as external and
independent witnesses, can effectively bolster the validity of the hadith,
particularly in interdenominational forums where reliance on sources
acceptable to the counterpart holds importance.

4. Criterion-Based Tawatur (Tawatur Mi ‘yarl):

Certain Ahl al-Sunnah scholars have outlined criteria in their works for
identifying a mutawatir hadith, such as transmission by four, six, or eight
Companions. Imami theologians, by extracting these criteria from Ahl al-
Sunnah sources and applying them to their pertinent hadiths—such as the
hadith on Abi Bakr leading the prayer (hadith salat Abti Bakr)—have sought
to utilize these standards to prove the tawatur of imamate-related hadiths. For
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instance, Ibn Hazm and Ibn Taymiyyah have, in certain cases, deemed
transmission by four Companions sufficient for establishing tawatur.

5. Shared Tawatur (Tawatur Ishtiraki):

This method focuses on hadiths transmitted across various Islamic sects
through independent chains. When a hadith is narrated in both Shi‘i and Ahl
al-Sunnah sources by diverse narrators and with varied chains, this
multiplicity and diversity can serve as an indicator of tawatur. From this
perspective, the practical consensus (ijma‘° ‘amall) or general acceptance
among Muslims regarding a hadith attests to its definitive issuance. Shaykh
al-Mufid, Shaykh al-TisT1, and others have invoked this method in cases such
as hadith al-Ghadir, al-Thaqalayn, and al-Manzilah.

Conclusion

The aggregate of the fivefold methods employed by Imami theologians attests to
a cohesive and diverse framework for establishing the tawatur of hadiths
pertaining to imamate. Each method, within its specific context, serves as an
effective tool for rational and theological argumentation. Foundational and path-
based tawatur are primarily grounded in chain-of-transmission and rijal analysis,
whereas confessional and criterion-based tawatur emphasize discursive analysis
of statements and standards from other schools. Shared tawatur, meanwhile, secks
to leverage the breadth of narration across the Islamic world.

This study demonstrates that the Imami methodology for proving tawatur
has not only addressed historical needs but also possesses the potential to
function in contemporary interdenominational dialogues and against modern
objections. Particularly in circumstances where Ahl al-Sunnah sources have
confessed to the mutawatir status of certain imamate narrations, a favorable
opportunity arises for referencing those very sources to affirm the legitimacy of
the Imami perspective. Therefore, the study and development of these methods
represent an indispensable necessity in the domains of Imami kalam and Shi ‘i
hadith studies, from epistemological, historical, and practical standpoints.
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Bibliographic compilation has been a significant area of interest for
Muslim scholars across various historical periods. Evaluating their
bibliographic methodologies in the contemporary era can illuminate
the scientific growth and the epistemological, social, and religious
dimensions of Islamic intellectual ecosystems. Motivated by this
imperative, the present article critically examines a bibliographic
work in the domain of sectarian polemics—Mu jam al-Mu’allafat fi
al-Radd ‘ala al-Shi‘a al-Ithna ‘Ashariyya—within the academic
landscape of Saudi Arabia. Employing a descriptive-analytical
methodology, the research interrogates the extent to which the
authors of Mu'jam al-Mu’allafat adhered to scientific and technical
bibliographic practices, particularly in concept definition and
substantiation, during the documentation of anti-Twelver Shi‘i
works across the first four Islamic centuries. The findings reveal
significant methodological deficiencies: the work suffers from
imprecise definitional parameters regarding key concepts such as
“Twelver Shi‘ism,” methodological transgressions, inclusion of
heterogeneous materials incongruent with Imami Shi ‘i scholarship,
and substantive weaknesses in citations and attributions. Moreover,
numerous works cited are not inherently polemical texts, and the
analytical approach demonstrates a pronounced departure from
scholarly objectivity. Through a critical examination of
representative examples of the work's errors and limitations, this
article emphasizes the urgent necessity for comprehensive revision
and methodological recalibration.
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Introduction

Lexicography has been one of the key branches in the Muslim scholarly
tradition, serving as a strategic tool for organizing and accessing scientific
information in both linguistic and various disciplinary domains. In the
contemporary era, with the advancement of information technology and
modern research methods, new works in this field are expected to exhibit
higher levels of scientific precision. The present article aims to scientifically
evaluate one such contemporary lexicon titled Mu jam al-Mu allafat fi al-
Radd ‘ald al-Shi‘a al-Ithnd ‘Ashariyya (Lexicon of Works in Refutation of
Twelver Shi‘ism), authored by Dr. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-‘Umran and Dr.
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zahrani, by critiquing its methodology and degree of
impartiality. This lexicon, one of the earliest efforts to compile anti-Twelver
Shi ‘i works up to the contemporary period within the Saudi Arabian academic
context, requires critical examination from multiple perspectives, including
the authors' approach to concepts, citation methods, and accuracy in source
selection. The current research, focusing on the first four Islamic centuries
(hijr1), seeks to assess the extent to which this work adheres to the scientific
standards of lexicography. Given the increasing influence of Salafi intellectual
currents in producing religious knowledge, as well as the role of lexicons in
consolidating and disseminating sectarian discourses, critical analysis of such
works is essential for identifying distortions and ideological biases. The
objective of this study is to measure the authors' adherence to the scientific
and technical principles of lexicography, including concept definition, citation
accuracy, and impartiality in introducing anti-Twelver Shi‘i works.

To date, no independent and comprehensive research has been conducted
on cataloging and lexicography of anti-Shi‘i works, particularly regarding the
Mu jam al-Muallafat fi al-Radd ‘ald al-Shi‘a al-Ithnd ‘Ashariyya. The
present article represents the first endeavor in this domain, which, while
examining the observance of scientific foundations in the lexicon's
introduction, also evaluates the cataloged works in detail, thereby filling a
significant gap in lexicographical studies and critiques of anti-Shi‘i sources.

Methodology
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach utilizing library-based
resources. The primary data for the study consist of the information recorded
in the book Mu jam al-Mu allafat fi al-Radd ‘ald al-Shi‘a al-Ithnd ‘Ashariyya,
supplemented by data drawn from rijali (biographical evaluation) sources,
biographical dictionaries (tarajim), bibliographies, and texts on sectarian
studies (firaq-nigar’) from both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions. For greater
precision, only the section pertaining to the first four hijri centuries in the
lexicon has been examined. The evaluation criteria include assessing the
accuracy of key concept definitions, precision in attributing works, conformity
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with scientific principles of lexicography, and measuring the authors'
impartiality in selecting and introducing anti-Twelver Shi‘i works. Efforts have
also been made to analyze and critique evident instances of distortion, omission,
or bias in quoting and introducing works, supported by robust evidence.

Findings

The content analysis of the book Mu ‘jam al-Mu’allafat {1 al-Radd ‘ala al-Shi‘a
al-Ithna ‘Ashariyya reveals that the authors have exhibited a lack of scientific
precision and, at times, ideological presuppositions in defining, categorizing,
and attributing refutational works. More than half of the books introduced as
refutations against Imami Shi‘ism lack explicit opposition to Twelver Shi‘ism
in terms of content or title, or can be interpreted otherwise. The book's structure
demonstrates no thematic, chronological, or geographical categorization of the
works, and the method of data collection lacks transparency.

In the descriptions of the works, many introductions are brief, non-
analytical, and occasionally devoid of precise references. Furthermore, the
concept of "refutation" (raddiyya) is employed in the lexicon in an expansive
and uncritical manner, encompassing general theological books, works
against other sects, and even those with doubtful attributions.

The authors, when confronting sensitive terms such as "Rafida," "bid‘a"
(innovation), and "fitna" (sedition), reproduce the rhetoric of takfir1 Salafi
currents without historical or lexical critique. This contrasts with the
expectation that such a lexicon, adopting a scientific approach, would make
precise distinctions among various Shi‘i orientations, between authentic and
fabricated sources, and between doctrinal and political critiques.
Consequently, the findings indicate that the book, rather than serving as a
precise scientific tool, reflects contemporary Salafi perspectives.

The study and analysis of the content of Mu jam al-Mu allafat fi al-Radd
‘ala al-Shi‘a al-Ithna ‘Ashariyya demonstrate that the lexicon's authors lack
sufficient methodological coherence and scientific accuracy in identifying,
classifying, and describing books against Imami Shi‘ism. Among the works
introduced up to the end of the seventh hijri century, a significant portion
either lacks specific refutational content against Twelver Shi‘ism or is
accompanied by ambiguity and attribution doubts. Case-by-case examination
reveals that in many instances, mere book titles or terms like "al-Rafida" have
served as the basis for inclusion, without clarifying the actual content or the
author's intent.

The article's author, through detailed analysis of over 30 titles from these
works, has shown that only a portion can legitimately be classified as targeted
refutations against Imamiyya, whereas several were originally composed
against Zaydiyya, Ghulat (extremists), or other theological sects.
Additionally, some works only marginally reference Shi‘ism or lack extant
manuscripts and reliable descriptions.
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Moreover, the authors' extensive and uncritical use of value-laden terms
such as "bid‘a," "Rafida," and "dalala" (misguidance), without scientific
differentiation among Shi‘i tendencies, indicates Salafi presuppositions and a
propagandistic approach in the lexicon. Overall, the findings suggest that the
lexicon, rather than being a methodical and analytical tool for understanding
anti-Shi‘i refutational writing, mirrors the ideological outlook of
contemporary Salafi currents.

The content analysis of Mu jam al-Mu allafat fi al-Radd ‘ald al-Shi‘a al-
Ithna ‘Ashariyya indicates that the work faces serious issues in attributing and
scientifically judging the introduced works. The book's commencement with
two refutations attributed to Imam al-Sadiq (‘a.s.)—lacking historical and
rijalt credibility and reported from later centuries—reinforces suspicions of
targeted bias against Shi‘ism. Other introduced books, such as al-Dalil al-
Kabir by Qasim al-RassT, contain no direct critique of Imami Shi‘i beliefs on
imamate and were framed in debates with Zindigs or Murji’a. Examination of
referenced sources in cases like al-Radd ‘ald al-Rafida wa Ahl al-Makr
reveals that no such book exists in the claimed author's works. In other
instances, such as attributing a book to ‘Al b. al-Husayn al-Qumm1 or al-
Buzifard, it is evident that the lexicon's authors have erred in recording
authors' names, work titles, and understanding source contents. Particularly
regarding al-Khwarazmi, the referenced letter's content praises the Ahl al-
Bayt (“a.s.) and cannot be categorized as an anti-Shi ‘i refutation. Collectively,
these analyses indicate that of the 26 works introduced from the second and
third hijiT centuries, only a minority exhibit verifiable refutational approaches,
with a substantial number lacking credibility or harboring serious doubts in
attribution, content, or intent.

Innovation and Scientific Value: This article, through methodical and
content-based critique of Mu jam al-Mu allafat fi al-Radd ‘ala al-Shi‘a al-
Ithna ‘Ashariyya, for the first time engages in a precise analysis of the
conceptual foundations, methodological underpinnings, and validation of the
works introduced in this lexicon. The critical examination of concepts such as
Shi‘a, Rafidi, and refutational writing in the book's introduction, alongside an
assessment of the authors' impartiality and attribution accuracy, opens a new
perspective in evaluating anti-Shi‘i sources. Drawing on robust library-based
resources, this research not only enables historical validation of the books but
also sheds new light on distortions, sectarian motives, and common methods
in contemporary Salafi knowledge production.

Conclusion
The methodical examination of Mu jam al-Muallafat fi al-Radd ‘ala al-Shi‘a
al-Ithna ‘Ashariyya reveals that this work, despite its effort to compile
refutations against Shi‘ism, lacks sufficient precision in conceptualization,
research methodology, and critical evaluation of sources. Incorrect conceptual
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foundations, the absence of clear distinction between Shi‘i antagonism and
scientific critique, and disregard for attribution accuracy standards undermine
the lexicon's scientific credibility. Furthermore, the analysis of the introduced
works' content indicates that many sources either fundamentally lack a
refutational pedigree or are historically suspect and undocumented.
Consequently, this lexicon cannot serve as a reliable source in scholarly
studies of the history of religious debates and refutational writing against
Twelver Imami Shi‘ism.
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Introduction

The doctrine of ma ‘ad (resurrection) has long constituted a foundational pillar
of Islamic theology (‘ilm al-kalam), occupying the sustained attention of
eminent scholars throughout history. One of the most fundamental challenges
in eschatology lies in explaining the precise nature of resurrection and the form
it assumes. This theological debate has given rise to divergent interpretations,
ranging from purely bodily (ma ‘dd jismani), purely spiritual, to integrated
models combining both dimensions. Some theologians, by adhering to the literal
sense of Qur’anic verses, argue for an elemental resurrection (ma ‘a@d ‘unsuri),
whereas others, employing rationalist reasoning and innovative hermeneutics,
advocate for more nuanced conceptions that transcend a strictly material
framework. Among contemporary scholars, Ayat Allah Ja‘far Subhani holds a
prominent place due to his extensive contributions to kalam and Qur’anic
studies. While rejecting both the reduction of resurrection to a merely material
event and the denial of its corporeal dimension, Subhant advances a theory of
dual resurrection, consisting of both the bodily (badan ‘unsurt) and the spiritual
(nafs mujarrad). The present study critically examines Subhani’s arguments in
defense of bodily resurrection, with the aim of identifying their strengths,
limitations, and unresolved ambiguities.

Methodology
This research adopts a theoretical and problem-oriented approach, relying primarily
on library-based study of Subhant’s works and relevant theological sources. The
analysis combines rational ( ‘aqli) and transmitted (naqli) modes of argumentation,
applying a critical-analytical framework to evaluate both affirmative and negative
proofs offered by Subhani in support of bodily resurrection.

Findings

Subhani argues for a combined bodily—spiritual resurrection, maintaining that
human beings consist of both material body and immaterial soul, each of
which must participate in the eschatological event. While reason alone would
suffice to establish the immortality of the soul, the explicit textual emphasis
of the Qur’an, he contends, necessitates recognition of the elemental body’s
return in the Hereafter. To substantiate this view, Subhani presents two
categories of arguments:

1. Affirmative proofs (adilla fjabiyya) — These include six Qur anic-
based lines of reasoning: (a) narratives of past peoples as evidence for
bodily resurrection; (b) the cycle of human creation and its link to
resurrection; (c) resurrection from the graves; (d) corporeality of
resurrection inferred from the testimony of bodily organs; (e) bodily
transformations in the Hereafter; and (f) responses to objections raised
by skeptics of bodily resurrection. Although these verses reject the
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reduction of resurrection to a purely spiritual reality, their evidentiary
force for affirming an elemental resurrection is less decisive than
Subhani maintains. The plurality of ontological modes across
different realms of existence leaves open the possibility of alternative
corporeal models, such as the imaginal resurrection (ma ‘ad mithalr),
thereby complicating a strict reading in favor of ma ‘ad ‘unsuri.

2. Negative proofs (adilla salbiyya) — Subhani critiques competing
theories by rejecting both exclusive corporealist and exclusive
spiritualist interpretations. He regards any reduction of resurrection to
a single dimension as theologically flawed. Nevertheless, his criticisms
of the imaginal-body model remain inconclusive, since the objections
he raises do not adequately undermine this particular theory.

Overall, the findings indicate that while Subhani’s negative arguments
succeed in challenging one-dimensional accounts of resurrection, his
affirmative proofs lack the comprehensiveness required to establish the
necessity of elemental bodily resurrection.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Subhani’s dualist conception of resurrection reflects
a serious effort to reconcile scriptural literalism with rational theological
commitments. His insistence on the corporeal dimension of resurrection draws its
main support from Qur’anic exegesis, supplemented by a critique of rival
interpretations. However, a closer critical analysis reveals that the affirmative
proofs he adduces are neither decisive nor exhaustive, as the Qur’anic evidence
does not unequivocally affirm ma ‘a@d ‘unsuri. Moreover, his negative arguments,
though effective against purely corporealist or purely spiritualist views, fall short
when applied to the theory of imaginal resurrection (ma ‘ad mithali). The study
thus concludes that Subhant’s reasoning, while significant within contemporary
kalam, remains incomplete and subject to unresolved ambiguities, particularly in
relation to alternative corporeal models of resurrection.
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Introduction

Supplication (du‘a’), as a profound linguistic and communicative act, serves as
a bridge between humanity and God, characterized by distinctive linguistic
structures that reflect spiritual and cultural dimensions. These structures have
evolved throughout history across diverse cultures, conveying the speaker's
intent to maintain respect and humility in dialogue with a superior being, such
as God. In linguistic studies, politeness strategies in oral and written discourse
have been extensively examined, particularly through the lens of politeness
theories, such as Brown and Levinson's (1987) politeness theory, which
emphasizes the concept of "face"—the social image individuals present and
strive to preserve in interactions. This theory posits that indirect politeness
strategies are often employed to maintain politeness, especially in situations
involving high social distance, power dynamics, and imposition levels. Despite
abundant research on politeness strategies, their application in religious texts,
particularly supplicatory invocations (munajat), has received limited attention.
This gap is particularly notable in the context of Islamic supplications rooted in
the spiritual and theological traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘alayhim al-salam).

The present research focuses on the Fifteen Munajat of Imam al-Sajjad (‘a),
a collection of supplications attributed to the fourth Shi‘i Imam, documented
in works such as al-Sahifa al-Thaniya al-Sajjadiyya, Bihar al-Anwar, and
Mafatih al-Jinan by scholars including Shaykh al-Hurr al-‘Amili, ‘Allamah al-
Majlis1, and Shaykh ‘Abbas Qummi. These munajat, presented over fifteen
consecutive days, address ethical and mystical themes, seeking divine mercy
for the well-being and salvation of servants. This study examines the
politeness strategies employed in these munajat and their English translation
by William Chittick (1997), with a particular emphasis on how these strategies
reflect politeness and the theological teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt. Drawing
on Brown and Levinson's (1987) framework, the research investigates how
linguistic choices in the munajat and their translation preserve the speaker's
humility and foster a respectful and spiritual dialogue with God. This study
addresses two research questions:

1) What is the most frequent politeness strategy in Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a)
Fifteen Munajat, and how does it contribute to deepening the spiritual
connection with God?

2) How do the politeness strategies in these munajat reflect the theological
teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt in religious discourse?

Methodology
This study employs a qualitative, corpus-based approach to analyze politeness
strategies in Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) Fifteen Munajat and their English
translation. The corpus comprises the Arabic text of the munajat, as contained
in al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya (‘AlT b. al-Husayn, 2005), and Chittick's (1997)
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English translation. The theoretical framework is grounded in Brown and
Levinson's (1987) politeness theory, which categorizes politeness strategies
into direct and indirect types, with subcategories of requests and hints for
indirect strategies. The analysis focuses on identifying the frequency and
function of these strategies in the Arabic text and evaluating their preservation
in the English translation.

Data collection involved extracting linguistic structures from the munajat,
such as indirect requests, exclamatory phrases, and metaphorical expressions,
which were coded according to Brown and Levinson's classification. The
qualitative analysis examined contextual factors influencing politeness
strategy selection, including social distance (between the speaker and God),
power dynamics, and degree of imposition. The analysis of Chittick's
translation assessed his fidelity to the polite structures and theological nuances
of the original text, drawing on his preface to consider his translation
philosophy. A comparative analysis was conducted to determine how the
spiritual and cultural essence of the munajat is reflected in the translator's
literal and meaning-oriented approach. Additionally, the study considered the
broader context of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya to identify consistent patterns in
Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) linguistic style.

Findings

The findings indicate that the most frequent politeness strategy in Imam al-
Sajjad's (‘a) Fifteen Munajat is the indirect strategy, encompassing two
subcategories: requests (such as optative supplications) and hints (such as
metaphorical or allusive phrases). This strategy is rooted in the linguistic and
theological structures of the munajat, designed to maintain politeness and
humility in dialogue with God. For instance, instead of direct imperatives,
Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) employs phrases like requests or rhetorical questions,
signifying respect and submission. These indirect strategies align with Brown
and Levinson's (1987) assertion that greater social distance and power
asymmetry encourage more polite linguistic choices. The analysis reveals that
this approach not only reflects the speaker's humility but also creates a sacred
and contemplative space, deepening the spiritual connection between the
supplicant and God.

Examination of Chittick's English translation demonstrates a high degree
of fidelity to the polite structures of the Arabic text. Chittick adopts a literal
yet context-sensitive approach, preserving indirect expressions and
theological nuances of the original. For example, metaphorical phrases and
exclamatory structures are rendered accurately, maintaining the munajat's
respectful tone. This fidelity aligns with Chittick's stated goal, as expressed in
his preface, of providing a transparent and pluralistic translation of sacred
texts. The translation effectively conveys the theological teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt, particularly the emphasis on humility, respect, and spiritual
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introspection, thereby contributing to the global dissemination of Shi‘i
theological discourse. The study also identifies consistent patterns of indirect
expression in other supplications within al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, suggesting
that this strategy is a hallmark of Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) rhetorical style. The
use of indirect requests, exclamatory phrases, and metaphors not only ensures
politeness but also evokes emotional and psychological responses in the
audience, fostering deeper engagement with religious concepts. The findings
highlight the role of linguistic structures in reflecting the theological and
ethical teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt, particularly in preserving a respectful
dialogue with God.

Conclusion

This study underscores the central importance of indirect politeness strategies
in Imam al-Sajjad's (‘a) Fifteen Munajat, which serve as a model for politeness
and spiritual discourse in Islamic theology. By prioritizing indirect requests
and hints, Imam al-Sajjad (‘a) exemplifies humility and respect, aligning with
the theological principles of the Ahl al-Bayt. Chittick's English translation
successfully preserves these linguistic and theological features, facilitating
global access to Shi‘i religious texts. The research illuminates the interplay
between language, politeness, and theology, offering insights into how
linguistic choices shape spiritual communication. Future studies could extend
this analysis to other supplications by Shi‘i Imams or compare various English
translations to further elucidate strategies for translating religious texts. This
work advances the understanding of linguistic politeness in sacred texts and
supports the dissemination of the Ahl al-Bayt's teachings in international
academic and religious contexts.
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The enormity of my crime has killed my heart, so revive it with repentance to You,
O my wish, my purpose, my desire, and my hope (p. 482).
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So, grant my supplication, disappoint not my hope in Thee, accept my repentance,
and hide my offense, through Thy kindness and mercy, O Most Merciful of the merciful!

(p. 485)
O 4 through Thy kindness and mercy 38 b yol Jldl ¢ gye yio ilo 55 Wb Sl dass 5 5

2 2o 03,5 bais led Cdblbre g 04068 oy dold b sl o calali Most Merciful of the merciful
ly Son slodlegply oo ple g cnFinbey S 3 (g9 (B &S 03,8 AST (VY o) 0 LS e
sl 48,8 0500 dsliine (63l 3 55 YU Bged 10 St Cuwl 039y ol 10 o 9 5lg
U5y Sl ol U 5l o Stoiacy Sadsh aio linluy daed 13 gl omajl ool
b5l (3 bl < Soalye 2 o 13 ooy S s o Lo 3l S SSS n Ud
&»,f S5l pg, el 5l S yai 31y S ghe BV LBy (S puo il W pailly (Siore izl
e ) 5ol b (Siasyy Sol (¥ S cyo crodlially b 1S Liglh o LI L 2 3T

,,,,,,

My God, induce us to renounce it and keep us safe from it by Thy giving success and
Thy preservation from sin. Strip from us the robes of opposing Thee, attend to our affairs
through Thy good sufficiency, amplify our increase from the boundless plenty of Thy mercy,
be liberal in our gifts from the overflow of Thy grants, plant in our hearts the trees of Thy
love, complete for us the lights of Thy knowledge, give us to taste the sweetness of Thy
pardon and the pleasure of Thy forgiveness, gladden our eyes on the day of meeting Thee
with the vision of Thee, dislodge the love of this world from our spirits, just as Thou hast
done for the righteous, Thy selected friends, and for the pious, those whom Thou hast singled
out! O Most Merciful of the merciful, O Most Generous of thee most generous!

justas Thou (glsj alen 3, 5L L yol Jladl ded oye 40 Ao 3 wundSSl don 3 51 YL ko 5]
hast done for the righteous, Thy selected friends, and for the pious, those whom Thou hast
O Most Merciful of the merciful, O Most Generous of thee most bl 4 Isingled out
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I ask Thee by those whom Thou hast singled out, Thy angels and the righteous
among Thy creatures, to assign over us a protector hrough which Thou wilt deliver us
from destructions, turn aside from us blights, and hide us from the striking of great
afflictions, to send down upon us some of Thy tranquility, to wrap our faces in the
lights of love for Thee to give us haven in Thy strong pillar, and to gather us under
the wings of Thy preservation! By Thy clemency and Thy mercy, O Most Merciful of
the merciful (p. 530)
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My God, though the sins of Thy servant are ugly. Thy pardon is beautiful (p. 484)

Slaslazal b )b pl (Jg peiitans pf yaods oy e ASle S Cunlgd d Yl S ko j
ol 045yl daanlg 3ylgalas 90 o Ui

o) Lo):w:: d>9> )uJ UJou\/ o M alm5 W c.cM» St ipgd Glalie

.(\C’Y (84 6‘_9\\:‘1; cwu?dl

So I ask Thee by Thy farreaching wisdom and Thy penetrating will not to let me
expose myself to other than Thy munificence (p. 488)

Slpiddi ol 5 04 odlal dilage dlpiudy Hid ke S jlded oye o Aile 55 YU STl Jlio j
abage dlpiuiy oyl sy el ¢l Thy penetrating will o by Thy farreaching wisdom 4.8 |

Ll 045 o3&l



A4 o gndS Bozr 37 3 oyl Sl 9 (£) Sl plol &S00 3l (soesllio 1 (oM Guiod] sls paly ks

Cale 125 (2 ol e b o Rl Sty bl pl Sl (505 AB2T (g0 b g i
el 1 ) g B iy Sy 8t Sy Sy e L
(¥ .o 3VFYF
Would that I knew— Did my mother bear me for wretchedness? Did she nurture
me for suffering? Would then that she had not borne me and had not nurtured me!
Would that I had knowledge Hast Thou appointed me one of the people of felicity?
Hast Thou singled me out for Thy nearness and neighborhood? Then would my eyes
be gladdened, and in that my soul reach serenity (pp. 489-490)
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O He who gives to a servant who asks from Him, takes him to his wish when he
expectantly hopes for what is with Him, brings him near and close when he

approaches Him, covers over his sin and cloaks it when he shows it openly, and
satisfies and suffices him when he has confidence In Him! (p. 493)
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I ask Thee by Thy generosity to show kindness toward me through Thy gifts,
with that which will gladden my eye, through hope in Thee, with that which will give
serenity to my soul, and through certainty with that which will make easy for me the
afflictions of this world (pp. 495-496).
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By Your glory, I do not find anyone to forgive my sins except You, and I do not
find anyone to compensate for my heartbreak except You.
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My God, Thou art He who hast opened a door to Thy pardon and named it
'repentance’, for Thou said Repent to ALLAH with (unswerving repentance) (p. 484).
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My God, here is no force and not strength except in Thy power, and no
deliverance for me from the detested things of this world save through Thy
preservation (p. 488)
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O He through whose mercy the strivers reach felicity and through whose
vengeance the seekers of forgiveness are not made wretched! (p. 494)
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O He who comes toward those who come toward Him and grants gifts and
bestows bounty upon them through tenderness! He is compassionate and clement

toward those heedless of His remembrance and loving and tender in drawing them to
His door! (p. 508)
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The issue of ihbat (nullification of deeds) is a foundational topic in the
field of Islamic theology (kalam) that elucidates the relationship
between faith (Iman), righteous deeds (‘amal salih), and eschatological
felicity. It stands in contrast to the eternal damnation resulting from
disbelief (kufr) and sin (ma‘siyat). The central point of disagreement
in this domain concerns the nature and modality of how ihbat is
actualized. The objective of this research is to analyze and examine
three theological perspectives on the issue of ihbat in relation to the
reckoning of deeds, divine wisdom (hikmah), and divine justice
(‘adly—a subject that has perpetually been a site of debate and
discourse among theologians (mutakallimiin). Accordingly, this
article emphasizes the Imami perspective and compares it with the
views of the Ahl al-Sunnah, particularly the Mu‘tazilah. The research
methodology is descriptive-analytical, grounded in documentary
sources and library-based data. The findings indicate that, according
to the Imami view, the denial of ihbat and its metaphorical
interpretation (tafstr majazi) possess greater soundness (itqan), based
on arguments from the Qur’an and narrative traditions (riwayat).
Conversely, the Mu‘tazilah affirm the literal meaning of ihbat and are
divided into two factions: one that upholds the total nullification (ihbat
kulli) of deeds, and another that proposes the theory of partial
nullification (ihbat juz’l) and a counterbalancing (muwazanah)
between good deeds (hasanat) and evil deeds (sayyi’at). Through a
documented analysis of these three viewpoints, the final conclusion
affirms the Imam position, which involves the negation of the total
nullification of deeds and an emphasis on divine justice and wisdom
in matters of reward and punishment.
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Introduction

A fundamental issue in Islamic theology (‘ilm al-kalam) and ethics is the
intricate interplay between righteous and sinful acts in determining an
individual's ultimate eschatological fate. This inquiry delves into the
mechanisms through which human deeds interact, a subject extensively
debated by classical Islamic scholars. Central to this discourse are the twin
concepts of ihbat (nullification) and takfir (expiatory compensation). lhbat
denotes the annulment or invalidation of the reward for previously
accumulated good deeds due to subsequent major sins or disbelief.
Conversely, takfir refers to the effacement or compensation for sins through
righteous acts, effectively shielding the believer from their negative
consequences. This study provides a comprehensive analysis of these
doctrines, examining the divergent viewpoints within major Islamic
theological schools, particularly Imami Shi‘a and Sunni orthodoxy, while also
acknowledging the philosophical and mystical dimensions that enrich this
complex debate.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative methodology,
grounded in the examination of primary and authoritative secondary sources
within the Islamic theological tradition. The investigation focuses on the
doctrinal positions concerning i2bat and takfir as a central challenge in Islamic
theology, exploring its intrinsic connections with divine wisdom (hikma
ilahiyya), eschatology (ma ‘ad), the final reckoning of deeds (kisab), and
divine justice (‘adl). The core of the study revolves around the points of
contention and consensus among Imamt and Sunni theologians regarding the
actual occurrence of ihbat and its perceived compatibility or incompatibility
with God's justice and wisdom.

Findings
The analysis reveals a spectrum of theological opinions:

e The Imami Shi‘a Perspective: This school posits that faith and
righteous deeds merit divine reward only if sustained until the end of
one's life. A subsequent act of disbelief (kufr) or major sin (kabira)
retroactively demonstrates a lack of genuine, enduring faith, thus
nullifying the reward for prior good works. In this view, ihbat is
understood in a metaphorical, rather than a literal, sense (as cited from
al-Sharif al-Murtada, al-Tabrist, and al-Bahrani).

¢ Sunni Theological Perspectives: Four primary viewpoints were
identified within Sunni schools:
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Nullification of Reward: Major sins or disbelief can entirely
invalidate the accrued reward of previous good deeds (al-Ghazalr; al-
Taftazani).

Negation of Minor Good Deeds: Major sins specifically nullify
minor good deeds (hasanat qalila) but not necessarily all forms of
worship (al-Ijt; al-Hill1; al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar).

Total Nullification of All Righteous Acts: A later major sin
irrevocably invalidates all preceding righteous acts, regardless of
their magnitude—a view primarily associated with the Kharijis,
particularly the Ibadis (al-Juwayni).

The Theory of Weighing (Muwazana): Championed by Abil
Hashim al-Jubba'i, this theory holds that an individual's good and
evil deeds are weighed against each other. The outcome (reward or
punishment) is determined by which category prevails; if equal, they
nullify each other. This calculation encompasses one's entire lifetime
of deeds (al-Ijt; al-Jurjani; al-Bahran).

Conclusion

The study concludes with several key insights:

1.

Definition of Ihbat: /hbat is accurately defined as the eradication of
the deserved reward for good deeds, not the physical annihilation of
the deeds themselves.

Critique of the Mu tazilite Position: A strict interpretation of ihbat,
as held by some Mu‘tazilites, leads to a simplistic model of deeds
cyclically nullifying one another, which is an inadequate reflection of
the complex reality of divine judgment as presented in scripture.
Viability of the Weighing Theory: The theory of muwazana
emerges as a more nuanced and logically coherent framework for
understanding the interaction of deeds.

Scriptural Fidelity: Qur’anic and hadith evidence confirms that a
believer with a mixture of good and evil deeds is fundamentally
distinct from one with no good deeds whatsoever. Divine justice may
entail punishment for sins preceding the eventual bestowal of reward
for good deeds—a position directly opposing the absolute
nullification theory.

Ultimately, the precise mechanics of how deeds are reconciled remain
within the purview of divine wisdom (kikma), leaving humankind in a state
between hope and fear, which itself is a cornerstone of ethical and spiritual
motivation in Islam.
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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The discourse on the asma’ wa-sifat (divine names and attributes)
Research Article constitutes one of the central issues in Islamic theology (kalam), as
the knowledge of these names and attributes strengthens faith and
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Introduction

The discourse on divine names and attributes (al-asmda’ wa al-sifat) constitutes
a foundational pillar of belief in the Abrahamic traditions, profoundly shaping
the understanding of the human-divine relationship. This paper undertakes a
comparative study of the doctrines of divine attributes through an ontological
and phenomenological lens, focusing on the thought of two eminent figures:
Moses Maimonides (Miisa b. Maymiin, d. 1204 CE/601 AH), a towering
Jewish philosopher and author of The Guide for the Perplexed (Dalalat al-
Ha’irin), and Imam Khomeini (d. 1989 CE/1409 AH), a prominent Shi'i
jurist, mystic, and philosopher deeply influenced by the Transcendent
Theosophy (al-hikmah al-muta ‘aliyah) of Mulla Sadra and the theoretical
mysticism ( irfan nazari) of Ibn ‘Arabi. The central research question is: What
are the fundamental convergences and divergences in their respective
explications of the Divine Essence and its attributes, and what are the distinct
intellectual and methodological origins that underpin their theological
systems? Addressing this question not only holds theological significance but
also provides a deeper understanding of comparative theology and opens new
avenues for interfaith dialogue.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. Its primary sources
are the works of Maimonides, particularly Dalalat al-Ha'irin, and the
philosophical and mystical writings and lectures of Imam Khomeini. Data
collated from these primary texts and relevant secondary scholarship are
subjected to a rigorous comparative analysis. The focus is on elucidating the
ontological, semantic, and hermeneutic foundations of each thinker’s system.
This approach aims to systematically reveal their respective intellectual
frameworks and to present a documented and structured comparison of their
views on divine names and attributes.

Findings
The research reveals that while Maimonides and Imam Khomeini converge
on the principles of divine unity (fawhid) and transcendence (fanzih), they
adopt two starkly contrasting paradigms for reconciling the Divine Essence
with the multiplicity of its attributes.

The Apophatic (Salbi) Theology of Maimonides: Heavily
influenced by Aristotelian philosophy and Islamic theology (notably
Avicenna and the Mu‘tazila), Maimonides posits an absolute identity
between God's Essence and His existence. To safeguard pure
monotheism, he rejects all affirmative essential attributes (sifar
thubiitiyya), arguing they would imply multiplicity in the Divine
Essence and lead to anthropomorphism (tashbih). He therefore
champions a negative theology (via negativa), asserting that God can
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only be described by negating imperfections (e.g., “God is not
ignorant”). Semantically, he argues that terms like “merciful” are
applied to God and creatures through homonymy (ishtirak lafzi), with
no shared meaning. Knowledge of God's unknowable essence (kunh
al-dhat) is impossible; He can only be known through His actions
(afal). Thus, attributes like “Creator” describe divine acts, not
intrinsic perfections. His key doctrines include the radical rejection of
any composition in the Godhead, creation ex nihilo, and the ineffable
Greatest Name.

The Theophanic (/jabi) Ontology of Imam Khomeini:
Operating within the Islamic philosophical-mystical tradition,
Khomeini advances a positive theology (via positiva). Grounded in
the Sadrian principle that reality is Being (wujiid), he holds that the
Divine Essence is Absolute Being and the font of all perfections.
Consequently, affirmative attributes like knowledge and power are
identical to the essence (‘ayn al-dhat). He explains the attributes as
hierarchical modes of the essence’s self-disclosure (tajalli): the
Essential Theophany (al-tajallt al-dhati) in the state of pure Oneness
(magam al-ahadiyyah), the Theophany of Names (al-tajalli al-
asma’i) in the state of Unity (magam al-wahidiyyah), and the
Theophany of Acts (al-tajalli al-af"ali) in the Sacred Effusion (al-fayd
al-muqaddas) that constitutes creation. Semantically, he affirms an
analogical or univocal relationship (ishtirak ma ‘nawi) between
divine and creaturely attributes. While the Essence remains
unknowable, a cognitive and experiential knowledge of God is
attainable through His names, acts, and supremely through the
Perfect Man (al-insan al-kamil), who is the ultimate locus of the
Greatest Name (al-ism al-a ‘zam). His epistemology synthesizes
reason (‘aql), mystical intuition (shuhiid ‘irfani), and revelation
(naql).

A comparative analysis highlights fundamental divergences alongside
shared principles (divine unity, simplicity, transcendence, and the need for
allegorical interpretation, fa 'wil). Maimonides’ apophaticism leads him to
reject affirmative attributes, which he sees as a threat to unity, while
Khomeini’s theophanic ontology, based on the principle of the "Simplicity of
Reality" (basatat al-haqiqah), explains the multiplicity of attributes as
manifestations within the absolute unity of the essence. Their intellectual
lineages—Aristotelian rationalism versus Sadrian theosophy—result in
contrasting views on key issues such as divine knowledge (homonymous vs.
analogical/presential) and creation (ex nihilo vs. emanation, fayd).
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Conclusion

This research demonstrates that despite profound methodological and
philosophical differences, both Maimonides and Imam Khomeini share the
core theological imperative of safeguarding divine unity and transcendence.
To preserve God's absolute oneness, Maimonides embraces an apophatic
theology, effectively bracketing affirmative attributes and confining the
human-divine relationship primarily to the ethical and legal spheres. In
contrast, Imam Khomeini, by integrating philosophy, mysticism, and
jurisprudence, constructs a theophanic framework that affirms a path to
cognitive and experiential knowledge of God through His names and
attributes. This vision accounts for multiplicity within unity and encompasses
the intellectual, spiritual, and social dimensions of faith. This comparative
analysis provides a valuable model for interfaith dialogue and the philosophy
of religion, illustrating how two distinct traditions can address the shared
problem of divine ineffability, arriving at consonant conclusions through
divergent yet intellectually rigorous paths.
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Introduction

The hadith, "‘All qasim al-nar wa-al-jannah" (‘Ali is the divider of Hellfire
and Paradise), stands as a pivotal and widely discussed narration in Islamic
sources, articulating the exalted status of Imam ‘Ali (‘a) as the criterion for
distinguishing the believer from the hypocrite on the Day of Resurrection.
This narration, transmitted in authoritative Sunnt hadith collections such as a/-
Mustadrak by Hakim al-Nishapiiri, Mandaqib by al-Khuwarazmi, and Tarikh
Dimashg by Ibn ‘Asakir, has consistently garnered the attention of Muslim
traditionists (muhaddithiin) and theologians (mutakallimin). In the
contemporary era, the Wahhabi intellectual movement, motivated by a desire
to diminish the standing of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) and weaken the doctrinal
foundations of Shi‘Tsm, has intensely challenged this hadith. They have
assailed it on both narrational (sanad) and semantic (dalalah) grounds,
variously labeling it as fabricated, weak, and even contradictory to the core
principles of monotheism (tawhid). This research aims to conduct a critical
examination of this perspective, offering a substantiated response based on the
credible sources of both major Islamic schools of thought (al-farigayn)
through a rigorous scholarly methodology.

Methodology
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method with a library-based
approach. Data has been systematically gathered through an in-depth study
of primary sources in hadith, biographical evaluation (rijal), history, and
theology (kalam) from both Shi'T and Sunni traditions. The analytical
framework is bifurcated into two primary components:

1. Sanad (Chain of Narration) Analysis: The narrators of the hadith,
particularly figures such as ‘Abayah ibn Rib‘T and Miisa ibn Tarif, are
scrutinized through the science of rija/ and the principles of narrator
criticism and validation (al-jarh wa-al-ta ‘dil). The scholarly opinions,
both affirming and contesting their reliability, have been compiled
and analyzed.

2. Dalalah (Semantic) Analysis: The content of the hadith and its
implications for the station of Imamate (imamah) and spiritual
authority (wilayah) of Imam ‘Ali (‘a) are examined in accordance
with established hermeneutical and theological principles. The
objections (shubuhat) raised by Wahhabism in this regard are
systematically addressed.

Furthermore, the study utilizes both refutational (nagdi) arguments,
which leverage the opponent's own premises, and direct explanatory (hall7)
arguments to deconstruct and respond to the critiques.
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Findings

The findings of this research can be categorized into several key areas:
1. Findings Pertaining to the Sanad (Chain of Narration)

The hadith "*All qastm al-nar wa-al-jannah" is transmitted through
eight distinct chains of narration (furug) from numerous
companions, including Abii Tufayl, Abii Dharr al-Ghifari, Abi Sa‘1d
al-Khudri, Anas ibn Malik, Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman, and ‘Abdullah
ibn ‘Abbas. This multiplicity of chains, according to the principles of
hadith science accepted by Sunni authorities like Ibn Taymiyyah and
Ibn ‘Uthaymin, mutually strengthens the narration, even if some
individual chains are considered weak independently.

The principal narrators, most notably ‘Abayah ibn Rib ‘1, have been
validated (tawthiq) by a host of eminent Sunni scholars, including
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Ibn Abi Hatim al-Razi, Ibn Sa‘d, Ibn Hibban, and
Hakim al-Nishapiirt. Hakim explicitly affirmed that ‘Abayah's
narrations meet the rigorous criteria of al-Bukhart and Muslim.

The accusation of "ghuluw" (extremism) leveled against some
narrators is not, in itself, a definitive cause for rejecting a narration
according to many classical Sunni scholars, unless substantiated by
evidence of mendacity or a deficient memory. Numerous figures, such
as Aban ibn Taghlib, were accused of ghuluw, yet their narrations
were accepted and included in the Sahihayn.

A clear methodological inconsistency is evident in the Wahhabi approach
(particularly that of al-Albani). On one hand, they reject hadiths concerning
the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt due to the narrators' Shi‘T convictions; on the
other, they concede that early traditionists did not typically disqualify
narrators based on their theological school (madhhab).

2. Findings Pertaining to Dalalah (Content and Meaning)

Endorsement by Sunni Scholars: Numerous leading Sunni
authorities have accepted not only the chain but also the meaning of
the hadith. Ahmad ibn Hanbal explicitly declared it authentic (sahih)
and elucidated its meaning by citing the corollary hadith, "None loves
you except a believer..." Other scholars such as Qadi ‘Iyad, al-
Khuwarazmi, Ibn al-Jawzi, Ibn Kathir, Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, and al-
ZamakhsharT have transmitted and interpreted the hadith, viewing it
as indicative of the ummah's division based on love and enmity
towards Imam “Al1 (‘a).

Resolution of the Shirk Objection: The expression "qasim al-nar"
does not imply partnership in divine Lordship (rubiibiyyah). Rather,
it signifies the role of an "apportioner" (musahhim) who allocates
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shares by divine permission (bi-idhnillah) as a manifestation of
divinely-bestowed creative authority (wil@yah takwiniyyah). This is
analogous to responsibilities attributed to other companions in
different narrations.

Coherence with Other Narrations: The content is fully consonant
with numerous other hadiths that emphasize the centrality of Imam
‘Al's (‘a) wilayah for eschatological salvation. This includes the
"hadith of the permit to cross the Siray," which conditions entry into
Paradise upon receiving permission from Imam ‘Al1 (‘a), a narration
also found in reliable Sunni sources.

Addressing Chronological and Superiority Objections: The role of
Imam ‘Al1 (‘a) as "gasim al-nar" is a trans-historical reality rooted in
his station of wilayah takwiniyyah. Consequently, those who attained
salvation before his physical birth were, in essence, believers in the
very reality of which he is the perfect earthly manifestation.
Furthermore, this hadith does not imply his superiority over the
Prophet (s), but rather describes a unique virtue and a specific function
in the hereafter, just as the Prophet (s) possesses exclusive virtues like
finality of prophethood (khdatimiyyah).

Findings Pertaining to the Research Gap
The literature review reveals that while many works have transmitted this
hadith and discussed the virtues of Imam ‘Ali (‘a), no independent study has
offered a comprehensive and structured critique of the specific narrational
and semantic objections raised by Wahhabism against this particular hadith.
This research aims to fill this scholarly void.

Conclusion

This research concludes that the claims advanced by the Wahhabi movement,
which posit that the hadith "*AlT qasim al-nar wa-al-jannah" is fabricated or
weak, are devoid of scholarly support when measured against the established
criteria of hadtth science. From a narrational perspective, the hadith is valid
and defensible, supported by its multiple chains of transmission and the
validation of its narrators by preeminent Sunnt authorities. From a semantic
perspective, its content presents no contradiction with the principles of
tawhid. Instead, it eloquently expresses the sublime station and pivotal role of
Imam ‘Al1 (“a) within the cosmic order and Islamic eschatology. The denial
of this hadith appears to stem less from scientific critique and more from
sectarian prejudice and the literalist hermeneutic that Wahhabism applies to
the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a). This study is presented as a contribution
toward the rational defense and clarification of the shared hadithic heritage
between the two major Islamic schools and the elucidation of the true station
of Imamate and wilayah.
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Turkt bin “Alt (1984-2017) was one of the most prominent clerics of
the takfiri group known as the Islamic State (ISIS). He produced
numerous sermons and works aimed at providing a religious veneer
for ISIS and its atrocities, including a commentary on Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Wahhab’s the Ten Nullifiers of Islam (al-Nawaqid al-
Islamiyya al-‘Ashara). The fourth of these ten nullifiers is "ruling by
other than what God has revealed (al-hukm bi-ghayr ma anzala
Allah)." From al-Bin‘ali’s perspective, this act possesses six distinct
grades. With the exception of the first grade—mere sin—the
remaining five, namely: 1) ruling by other than what God has revealed
on a specific matter; 2) replacing God’s ruling with another; 3)
legislating a ruling in place of God’s; 4) claiming an absolute right to
legislate; and 5) suspending divine rulings by force, all necessitate the
legal ruling (hukm fighi) of takfir (excommunication) and expulsion
from the fold of Islam. This article examines and critiques al-Bin‘ali’s
viewpoint using a "descriptive and analytical" methodology. The
research findings indicate that al-Bin‘ali’s claim regarding the
excommunication of one who rules by other than what God has
revealed is, first, fraught with internal contradiction and incoherence,
as he should have consistently applied the conditions of istihlal
(deeming the forbidden permissible) or istikbar (arrogant refusal) for
takfir across all grades of this nullifier. Second, it contravenes the
teachings of the Qur'an and the Sunna concerning the distinction
between Islam (submission) and Iman (faith), and between doctrinal
unbelief (kuft i‘tiqadi) and practical unbelief (kufr ‘amali). Third, it is
predicated on an unsubstantiated hermeneutical principle that has
distanced al-Bin‘alt from the exegetical tradition of Ahl al-Sunna wa-
I-Jama‘a (the Sunni orthodoxy).
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Introduction

This article presents a critical analysis of the views of Turkt al-Bin‘al1 (1984—
2017), a prominent mufti and ideologue of the takfirt group ISIS, concerning
the Islamic legal concept of hukm bi-ghayr ma anzal Allah (ruling by other
than what God has revealed). Al-Bin‘ali authored numerous works and
delivered speeches to theologically justify the actions and atrocities of ISIS.
Among these is his commentary on Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab's
renowned treatise, Nawaqid al-Islam al-‘Asharah (The Ten Nullifiers of
Islam). This study focuses on al-Bin‘alt's exposition of the fourth nullifier,
hukm bi-ghayr ma anzal Allah, which he categorizes into six distinct degrees.
He contends that, with the exception of the first degree (classified as a mere
sin), all other manifestations of this act constitute major disbelief (kufr akbar),
leading to the perpetrator's excommunication (fakfir) from Islam. These
advanced degrees include: ruling in a specific case contrary to God's law,
systematically substituting divine law, legislating laws to replace God's law,
claiming the absolute right to legislate, and forcibly suspending the
implementation of divine ordinances.

Methodology
The research method employed in this paper is descriptive and analytical. It
involves a systematic description and rigorous critical examination of al-
Bin‘alt's theological arguments, jurisprudential reasoning, and exegetical
methodology concerning the concept of ruling by non-divine law.

Findings
The research reveals that al-Bin‘alt's claims regarding the takfir of one who
rules by other than what God has revealed are predicated on three fundamental
flaws:

1. Internal Contradiction and Incoherence: A significant inconsistency
exists in al-Bin‘alt's framework. For the first degree of hukm bi-ghayr
ma anzal Allah (i.e., common sins), he stipulates that takfir is only
applicable if the act is accompanied by istihlal (the belief that the
forbidden act is permissible). However, for the subsequent degrees, he
dismisses this requirement, deeming the mere commission of the act
sufficient for excommunication. This contradictory approach is
logically untenable; if creedal assent (istihlal) is a necessary condition
for pronouncing takfir upon a sinner, it is inconsistent to waive this
condition for other forms of ruling by non-divine law. If al-Bin‘ali were
to consistently apply the condition of istihlal or conscious defiance
(istikbar), he would be unable to declare fakfir upon many Muslim
rulers who, while acknowledging the sanctity of divine law, may violate
it due to negligence or worldly desires.
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2. Conflict with the Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah: This flaw arises

from al-Bin‘al's conflation of the distinct concepts of Islam
(submission) and 7man (faith), and his failure to differentiate between
kufr i‘tigadr (disbelief of creed, or kufi akbar) and kufr ‘amali
(disbelief of action, or kufi asghar). The Qur'an establishes Islam as
a broader category than iman; submission to God is achieved through
the verbal profession of faith (shahddatayn), whereas true faith is
manifested through actions. Similarly, scripture and prophetic
traditions distinguish between major disbelief, which is antithetical to
Islam, and minor disbelief, which is antithetical to the perfection of
iman but does not expel an individual from the fold of Islam. By
treating all forms of kufr as major creedal disbelief, al-Bin‘ali
erroneously issues rulings of apostasy. According to established
Islamic sources, an individual who has pronounced the shahddatayn
cannot be declared a disbeliever (kafir) solely for the act of ruling by
non-divine law, nor can their life be deemed forfeit.

. Reliance on Unfounded Exegetical Principles: Al-Bin‘ali bases his

arguments on unsound interpretive rules, notably a principle he
incorrectly attributes to Ibn Taymiyyah, which claims that the term
kufr, when appearing with the definite article 'al-' (e.g., al-kafiriin),
exclusively denotes major disbelief (kufr akbar). This is a
misrepresentation of Ibn Taymiyyah's position, who himself
interpreted Qur'an 5:44—a key verse in this debate—as pertaining
specifically to the Jews and did not sanction its use for the blanket
takfir of Muslims. Furthermore, from a grammatical perspective, the
definite article in this context functions as a relative pronoun (al/-
masil al-ism1) and does not signify the ultimate degree of disbelief.
This exegetical premise is therefore inconsistent with the Qur'an, the
Sunnah, and the established views of early Muslim scholars and
classical grammarians.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this paper demonstrates that Turki al-Bin‘alt's extremist
interpretation of hukm bi-ghayr ma anzal Allah is fundamentally at odds with
the established exegetical principles of Ahl al-Sunnah, authentic prophetic
narrations, and accepted linguistic and grammatical norms. The primary
deficiencies in his thesis are his failure to maintain the critical distinction
between creedal disbelief and practical disbelief, and his unwarranted
generalization of rulings specific to polytheism (shirk) to actions that may
arise from error, ignorance, or personal weakness, without necessarily
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nullifying an individual's Islam. This approach disregards the rich interpretive
and jurisprudential heritage of Sunni Islam and ultimately serves to legitimize
the widespread and indiscriminate excommunication (fakfir) of Muslims.
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The issue of religious pluralism in theoretical belief and practical
program represents one of the enduring questions in the history of
interfaith encounters that has received renewed attention in recent
periods due to various causes and purposes. Religious pluralism
encompasses different meanings and dimensions, and proponents
of pluralism have relied on various arguments, including religious
content and Quranic verses, to establish their position. Many of
these claims and their supporting evidence have frequently been
subject to examination, critique, and refutation. One verse that has
received less scholarly attention is the sixth verse of Surat al-
Kafirtin: "To you your religion, and to me my religion" (lakum
dinukum wa-liya din). Pluralism advocates maintain that this
verse confirms pluralism in truth and veracity, grants various
religions and beliefs a share in truth, and accepts the multiplicity
of religions. The principal research question is whether, based on
conventional approaches to Quranic understanding, this
interpretation of the verse is correct, and if problematic, what
criticisms may be raised against it? In this article, employing a
descriptive-analytical method, we explain two interpretive
approaches—namely, the use of internal contextual indicators and
reliance on supportive external principles—and examine the
pluralistic interpretation of the verse against these two approaches.
We attempt to prove the hypothesis that such an interpretation is
unacceptable neither through reliance on context and internal
indicators nor through dependence on general external principles.
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Introduction

Proponents of religious pluralism frequently appeal to religious texts,
including select verses from the Qur’an, to substantiate their claims. A
prominent example is the final verse of Strah al-Kafirtin (109), which states:
“Lakum dinukum wa liya din” (To you your religion, and to me my religion).
Adherents of pluralism contend that this verse endorses a "pluralism of truth"
(haqqganiyyah), thereby positing that various religious and belief systems
possess a legitimate share of veracity. This leads to the conclusion that
individuals are free to choose any religion and live accordingly. The central
research question of this paper is: when analyzed through established
methodologies of Quranic exegesis, can this verse genuinely be interpreted as
affirming pluralism in the dimensions of truth (hagqaniyyah), salvation
(sa‘adah), and ultimate deliverance (najat)? This study critically examines this
interpretation by employing conventional standards of Quranic hermeneutics,
including an analysis of the internal evidence (qara’in) within the siirah itself,
corroborating evidence from analogous Quranic passages, and an evaluation
of the exegetical traditions (riwayat) pertaining to its revelation. Furthermore,
the paper invokes the principle of jar1 wa tatbiq (flow and application) to
affirm that the verse establishes a practical method, endorsed by the prophets
(anbiya’) and saints (awliya’), of avoiding futile engagement with willful
obstinacy (‘inad).

Methodology
This study is theoretical in nature and employs a library-based research
methodology. The research process commenced with the definition of the core
problem, followed by the development of a detailed research plan. Primary
and secondary sources, including classical and contemporary Quranic
exegeses, hadith collections, and theological treatises, were systematically
compiled and reviewed. Relevant data was excerpted and categorized
thematically. The subsequent stages involved the drafting of the primary
analysis, followed by a rigorous process of revision and refinement informed
by further in-depth research to ensure academic rigor and conceptual clarity.

Findings
The analysis demonstrates that the pluralistic interpretation of Surah al-
Kafirtin is untenable. The context (siyaq) of the stirah clearly establishes a
definitive boundary between truth (haqq) and falsehood (batil), as embodied
by the Prophet (s) and the polytheists (mushrikiin). Far from validating the
beliefs of the polytheists, the verse serves to affirm the absolute truth of the
Prophet's religion while unequivocally negating theirs. The historical context
reveals that the mushrikiin approached the Prophet with obstinacy, contention,
and stubbornness (ta‘assub, ‘inad, and lajaj), attempting to legitimize their
own path alongside the divine message of Islam. The Qur’an decisively refutes
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this equation. The Prophet (s) was commanded to declare his complete
disavowal (bara’at) of their religion, thereby refusing to recognize even a
modicum of truth or legitimacy in their polytheistic creed.

This conclusion is strongly corroborated by other Quranic verses that
articulate the Prophet’s disassociation from the polytheists' beliefs and
actions, such as, “And if they deny you, then say, ‘For me are my deeds, and
for you are your deeds. You are disassociated from what I do, and I am
disassociated from what you do’” (Qur’an 10:41). Verses that appear to grant
permission, such as “...So worship what you will besides Him” (Qur’an 39:15)
and “Do what you will” (Qur’an 41:40), are understood by exegetes as forms
of ultimatum and threat, not endorsement. The Qur’an contains hundreds of
verses that condemn polytheism (shirk) in all its forms, identifying it as the
most detestable act and an unforgivable sin. As the esteemed exegete
‘Allamah Tabataba’l notes, the fundamental, truth-centric call (da‘wah
haqqah) of the Qur’an inherently precludes any possibility of it endorsing the
creed of the mushrikiin.

Furthermore, the exegetical traditions (riwayat) confirm this interpretation.
The Prophet (s) himself identified this stirah as a "disavowal of shirk." This is
echoed in a tradition from Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (‘a), who, pairing Siirah al-
Kafirtin with Siirah al-Ikhlas (al-Tawhid) for recitation before sleep, affirmed
that the former is a definitive declaration of "disavowal from shirk." Finally,
according to the principle of jarT wa tatbiq, the verse establishes a timeless and
universally applicable rule for social and religious interactions. It instructs
believers, when faced with willful and bigoted intransigence, to adopt the
prophetic method: to cease futile efforts and to establish a peaceful but clear
separation from the obstinate party.

Conclusion

Proponents of religious pluralism have appropriated verses such as Qur’an
109:6 to argue for a pluralism of truth and validity among different religions.
This investigation has demonstrated that this interpretation is critically flawed
and indefensible from multiple perspectives. Firstly, it is incongruous with the
internal evidence provided by the verse's context, analogous Quranic
passages, the historical circumstances of its revelation (sha’n al-nuzul), and
the authoritative prophetic traditions that explain its meaning. Secondly, it
violates the general rules of conventional hermeneutics. Therefore, the
pluralistic reading is unsupported by both internal textual evidence and
external exegetical principles.

It appears that such interpretations of the Holy Qur’an are not derived from
the text itself but are instead rooted in the pervasive spirit of relativism
concerning reality and epistemology (ma‘rifah) that has expanded as a
foundational tenet of modern anthropocentric culture. This intellectual
framework seeks to pave the way for permissiveness (ibahism) and to unbridle
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modern humanity from intellectual and moral constraints. By advancing this
line of thought, pluralists attempt to evade the acceptance of objective truth
and the responsibilities that arise from it, thereby justifying their own
subjective inclinations in the perennial struggle between the human
conscience and innate disposition (fitrah) on the one hand, and carnal desires
on the other.
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While the principle of belief in the Return (raj ‘at) is an essential and
unanimously held doctrine among the Imamiyyah, its specific
modality is not a credal necessity. Owing to a perceived similarity
between raj'at and transmigration (tanasukh), some have
erroneously equated the two. Among the most significant and
challenging discussions in this area is the problem of elucidating the
modality of raj‘at and distinguishing it from tanasukh. This study
aims, first, to present a tenable modality for the Return that is
consistent with rational and scriptural principles, and second, to
articulate its distinction from tanasukh from the perspective of the
theosophers (hukama’). Tanasukh is beset by rational and scriptural
impediments. Mulla Sadra and ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 did not specify
the modality of the Return; they only sought to resolve the rational
improbabilities associated with it, arguing that it is not an instance
of regression from actuality (fi']) to potentiality (quwwah), nor is it
a retrogressive motion (harakat tada‘‘ufi). Fayd Kashani and
Shahabadi maintained that the Return involves a return to the
imaginal body (badan mithali), thus positing a fundamental
difference from tanasukh. From the viewpoint of Rafi‘T Qazvini and
Imam Khomeini, the Return occurs with the elemental body (badan
‘unsuri). They argue that an intrinsic relationship exists between the
body and the soul (nafs), as the body is a direct positing of the soul.
Therefore, raj‘at is distinct from tanasukh, in which the soul
becomes attached to a different body.
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Introduction

This research undertakes an in-depth investigation into the essential
distinctions between two pivotal concepts, the Return (rqj‘ar) and
Transmigration (tandasukh), within the intellectual framework of Islamic
theosophers (hukamda’). Within the context of Shi'i thought, raj ‘at stands as a
unique and foundational doctrine. Unfortunately, owing to certain superficial
similarities with the theory of tanasukh, it has persistently been subject to
significant misunderstandings. This epistemological error has been
propagated not only by opponents of the school of the Ahl al-Bayt but has
occasionally been repeated even among some proponents, indicating a critical
need for a precise re-examination of these concepts.

Adopting a systematic approach, the present study seeks to restore an
authentic understanding of raqj ‘at based on rational, scriptural (nagli), and
philosophical evidence. To this end, it first presents a comprehensive analysis
of the concept of tanasukh and its various classifications. Subsequently, by
critically examining the arguments for the invalidation of tandsukh, it
establishes the necessary groundwork for a precise elucidation of the true
nature of raj ‘at. The significance of this research can be assessed on three
levels: first, on the theological (kalami) plane, it clarifies crucial doctrinal
boundaries; second, on the philosophical level, it delineates the theoretical
foundations of both concepts; and third, on the historical plane, it responds to
polemical questions and doubts raised over many centuries. By referencing
the primary works of Islamic theosophers and employing an analytical-critical
approach, this paper endeavors to present a lucid and definitive exposition of
the subject.

Methodology
This study was designed using a mixed-methodology (qualitative-analytical)
and an interdisciplinary approach, integrating the fields of philosophy,
theology (kalam), and Hadith studies. Data collection was conducted through
a bibliothecal (library-based) method, with direct recourse to primary
philosophical and theological texts.

In the initial stage, a qualitative content analysis was performed on the
relevant works of major theosophers such as Mulla Sadra, ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1, Fayd Kashani, and others. In the second stage, a comparative-
historical method was employed to trace the intellectual evolution of these
concepts across different periods of Islamic thought. Data analysis was
executed using a tripartite technique comprising: descriptive (explication of
viewpoints), analytical (examination of conceptual relationships), and
critical (assessment and critique of arguments) methods.

For the section on tanasukh, lexical and technical definitions were first
extracted from authoritative sources, after which its principal types—naskh
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(human-to-human), maskh (human-to-animal), faskh (human-to-plant), and
raskh (human-to-mineral)—were explained with their precise differentiations.
For the section on raj ‘at, a documentary analysis was conducted on all
pertinent Qur'anic verses and reliable narrations, followed by a thorough
analysis of their philosophical interpretations. The distinctiveness of this
study's methodology lies in its synthesis of scriptural (nagli) and rational
(‘agl) arguments and its systematic analysis of the relationship between the
two concepts.

Findings
The findings of this research, derived from an exhaustive examination of
primary texts, can be categorized into several key areas. First, concerning
tanasukh, the study demonstrates that the theory is invalidated by five distinct
categories of rational arguments:

1. Arguments based on the principle of Substantial Motion (harakat-i
Jjawhart), which precludes the possibility of regression from a state of
actuality (fi liyyat) to potentiality (quwwah).

2. Arguments pertaining to the intrinsic and essential nature of the
soul-body (nafs-badan) relationship.

3. Arguments related to Divine Wisdom and the Best Possible Order
(nizam-i ahsan).

4. Arguments based on the philosophical impossibility of retrogressive
motion (harakat-i qahqara’i).

5. Arguments concerning the logical untenability of two souls
cohabiting a single body.

On a scriptural level, numerous Qur'anic verses, such as Sirat al-
Mu’'mintin 23:99-100, and explicit narrations from the Infallible Imams
unequivocally negate the doctrine of fandsukh.

Concerning raj‘at, the research has yielded the following conclusions:

1. Ontological Viability: From an ontological perspective, raj ‘at is not
only compatible with philosophical principles but is entirely
justifiable based on the foundations of the Transcendent Theosophy
(al-hikmat al-muta ‘aliyah).

2. The Nature of the Returning Body: After a comprehensive review
of existing viewpoints, this study endorses the theory of the elemental
body (badan ‘unguri) based on several compelling reasons, the most
significant of which are: (a) its consistency with the prima facie
meaning of the narrative sources; (b) its capacity to account for
physical events such as wars and retribution as described in the
narrations; and (c) its preservation of the principle of the intrinsic
soul-body relationship.
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3. Comparative Analysis: Ten fundamental differences between raj ‘at
and tanasukh were identified. The most critical distinctions are: (a) in
raj ‘at, the soul returns to its original, particular body, whereas
tandsukh necessitates attachment to a new body; (b) raj ‘at is an
evolutionary and perfecting motion, while tanasukh implies a
retrogressive one; and (c) personal identity is preserved in raj ‘at,
whereas tanasukh entails a change of identity.

Conclusion
This study has critically evaluated the different perspectives on the nature of
raj ‘at, demonstrating that interpretations positing a return to an imaginal
body (badan mithali), as proposed by figures like Fayd Kashani and
Shahabadi, face significant theoretical challenges. In contrast, the theory of
the elemental body (badan ‘unguri), advocated by Rafi't Qazvini and Imam
Khomeini, exhibits greater internal consistency and explanatory power.

In conclusion, by providing a systematic analysis of the relationship
between raj ‘at and tanasukh on both philosophical and scriptural grounds, this
research takes a substantial step toward clarifying a complex and often
misunderstood area of Islamic doctrine. It thereby offers a new and robust
paradigm for future scholarly investigations in this field.
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Introduction

Infallibility (‘isma) is a pivotal concept in Shi‘i kalam (theology), denoting
the immunity of prophets (anbiya’) from sin (encompassing both intentional
and unintentional acts) and from error in receiving and conveying divine
revelation (wahy). Although Shi‘i theological texts present both rational
(‘aqlt) and scriptural (naqli) proofs for establishing the infallibility of
prophets, the author posits that verse 46 of Stirat Sad—"Inna akhlasnahum bi-
khalisatin dhikra al-dar" (We purified them with a pure quality: the
remembrance of the Abode)—holds a distinguished position in terms of its
evidential value and explication of the philosophy underlying infallibility, yet
it has received comparatively less attention.

Methodology

This article employs content analysis to critique prevailing proofs and elucidate
the distinctive role of this verse. Initially, key Shi‘i theological works were
surveyed, with the presented proofs for infallibility examined and categorized.
Here, rational proofs and Qur’anic proofs were differentiated. Following the
enumeration of the primary Qur’anic proofs, each verse was analyzed for its
resilience against critique, assessing its capacity to substantiate infallibility.
Ultimately, the proposed Qur’anic proof and the method of argumentation based
on it for establishing infallibility were explicated.

Findings

In the history of Shi‘i kalam, the preponderance of arguments for proving
infallibility relies on rational demonstration (burhan ‘aqli), with recourse to
Qur’anic verses being less prevalent. Eminent scholars such as Shaykh al-Mufid,
Shaykh al-Tasi, ‘Allamah al-Hilli, and Ibn Nabakht predominantly emphasize
rational proofs. Certain Qur anic verses, such as "La ya‘stina Allaha ma amarahum"
(They do not disobey God in what He commands them), are cited, but they often
lack direct implication for infallibility or are susceptible to objection.

In later periods, the inclination toward Qur’anic argumentation has
increased. Contemporary authors such as Ja‘far Subhani and ‘Allamah
Tabataba'1 have endeavored to derive the infallibility of prophets from verses
such as verse 7 of Surat al-Hamd and verse 69 of Sirat al-Nisa’, but these
arguments are critiquable for reasons including the fact that these verses
encompass non-infallible individuals, such as the truthful (siddiqin) and the
righteous (salihin), under divine guidance or blessings, thus precluding a
complete derivation of infallibility. Other verses, such as verse 58 of Sarat
Maryam, which enumerates attributes like guidance (huda), election (ijtaba’),
and weeping before divine signs for prophets, have also been employed to prove
infallibility. However, the author demonstrates that these verses pertain merely
to ethical qualities and do not necessarily substantiate infallibility, as individuals
who are not infallible may be included among those praised in these verses.
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Furthermore, verses pertaining to absolute obedience to the Prophet—such
as "Man yuti® al-rastila fa-qad ata‘a Allaha" (Whoever obeys the Messenger
has obeyed God)—have been utilized to establish infallibility, but the
objection arises that obedience to the Prophet is framed within religious duty
and does not inherently indicate infallibility across all domains, akin to the
obligatory obedience to a jurist (faqih) in the era of occultation (ghayba)
without claiming infallibility for the jurist. Regarding verses related to
revelation, ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 draws upon verses from Sirat al-Jinn and
Stirat al-Baqara to prove the infallibility of prophets in receiving and
conveying revelation. He attempts to extend this form of infallibility
philosophically to infallibility from sin, yet this argument is contestable, as
committing personal or internal sins does not necessarily conflict with veracity
in propagating revelation. Similarly, Sayyid Kazim Ha'ir1, invoking verse 124
of Siirat al-Bagara—which promises imamate to the non-oppressor (zalim)—
seeks to derive infallibility. However, the critique lies in the verse's pertinence
to imamate rather than prophethood (nubuwwa), rendering it insufficient for
extracting a general ruling on the infallibility of all prophets, unless
supplemented by an external argument, such as that of al-Majlisi, who
maintains that the infallibility of some prophets entails the infallibility of all,
given the absence of differentiation.

The seventh Qur’anic proof is verse 75 of Siirat al-Hajj, which articulates
God's selection of prophets. From this election, the necessity of infallibility
for prophets is inferred, as post-election susceptibility to error would render
the mission meaningless. Yet, in the author's view, mere selection does not
prove infallibility, and argumentation for infallibility based on this verse
constitutes begging the question (musadara ‘ala al-matlab).

The eighth Qur’anic argument pertains to verses 82—83 of Stirat Sad (and
parallels in Sirat al-Hujurat, Stirat al-Hijr, and Surat Yaisuf), wherein Satan
vows to mislead all humanity except God's sincere servants (mukhlsi): "Illa
‘ibadaka minhum al-mukhlsin." According to this, the mukhlstn are immune
to Satanic temptations, as every sin stems from such whispers. Absolute purity
from sin equates to infallibility. Thus, this verse substantiates infallibility to
this extent; however, the question remains regarding the source of this purity,
its quality, and why certain servants become sincere—a matter not discernible
from these verses. The pivotal verses emphasized by the author for proving
infallibility are verses 4546 of Surat Sad: "Wa-dhkur ‘ibadana Ibrahima...
Inna akhlasnahum bi-khalisatin dhikra al-dar."

Conclusion
Verses 45-46 of Surat Sad contain two fundamental points: first, an emphasis
on purity (ikhlas), and second, its instrument, namely "the remembrance of
the Abode" (dhikra al-dar). In the exegeses of Shaykh al-TtisT and al-TabarsT,
the purity of prophets results from perpetual attachment to the remembrance



Theology Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Issue 22, Spring & Summer 2025 234

of the Hereafter and detachment from the world. In subsequent sources, such
as those by al-Majlist, Fayd al-Kashanit, and Fadl Allah, this interpretation is
reiterated, portraying the prophets' infallibility as a consequence of this divine
purity. In varied theological exegeses, "dhikra al-dar" is a point of discussion.
According to Sayyid Muhammad Taqi Mudarrisi, "akhlasnahum" denotes the
purity of heart engendered by the remembrance of the Resurrection; however,
contrary to the apparent meaning, he views the remembrance of the
Resurrection as an effect of purity. Sadiqi Tihrani distinguishes between
"human sincerity" (ikhlas insani)—relative and attainable through deeds and
intentions—and "divine sincerity" (ikhlas ilahi)}—absolute and a divine
bestowal—positing that infallibility manifests in the form of divine sincerity.
The article's author, based on the verse's apparent meaning, emphasizes that
God employs "akhlasa" once and for prophets, with "dhikra al-dar" as its
instrument, rather than two distinct forms of sincerity. Qur’anic evidence
concerning young prophets corroborates this. The essence of infallibility is
this very insight and perception: recognizing that this world is mere play and
amusement (lahw wa la‘ib), with true life residing in the Hereafter. One
possessing such a view would never jeopardize eternal life for childish play,
yielding infallibility as its outcome. This is a divine gift bestowed upon God's
elect. Thus, the remembrance of the Hereafter granted to divine elect
engenders infallibility; however, this does not imply that every remembrance
of the Hereafter held by ordinary individuals yields infallibility. In the final
analysis, the infallibility of prophets constitutes a synthesis of divine grace
(lutf ilah1) and special knowledge (‘ilm): divine grace purifying the prophet
through "dhikra al-dar," and knowledge that eradicates doubt and desire from
the heart, such that the prophet comprehends the profoundly destructive
otherworldly consequences of sin and harbors no motivation to oppose it. This
perspective diverges from theories that are purely deterministic (jabri) or
purely knowledge-based (‘ilm1).
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The report of the falta—"kanat bay‘at Abi Bakr falta(tan)” (“The
allegiance to Abli Bakr was a sudden/unplanned event”)—which
is unanimously accepted among Sunnis and transmitted through
multiple chains, carries clear implications that conflict with certain
fundamental Sunni doctrines. Among these are the legitimacy of
the caliphate emerging from the Saqifa episode and the claim that
this caliphate was grounded in consensus (ijma‘). Consequently,
Sunni scholars, particularly their theologians (mutakallimiin),
have made considerable efforts to reinterpret (ta'wil) this
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Introduction

The historical report (khabar) describing the pledge of allegiance (bay ‘ah) to
Abi Bakr as a faltah—a hasty, sudden, and ill-considered event—presents a
fundamental contradiction to the core tenets of Sunni political theology
regarding the legltlmacy of the first caliph. This report, famously articulated
in the phrase "4l & i 453 &9&" (kanat bay ‘at Abi Bakr faltatan), has caused
significant theological dissonance. Consequently, many Sunni scholars have
sought to resolve this inconsistency by either questioning the report's
authenticity or by denying its semantic implications. This paper addresses the
central research question: What are the theological and political consequences
of the khabar al-faltah concerning the legitimacy of Abii Bakr's caliphate? To
answer this, the study undertakes a rigorous examination of the report by first
analyzing its textual composition, then verifying its authenticity according to
the standards of hadith criticism, and finally, conducting a detailed semantic
analysis (dalalah), which includes a critical review of the justificatory
arguments advanced by Sunni theologians.

Methodology
This study employs an interdisciplinary analytical framework grounded in
classical Islamic scholarly traditions to investigate the khabar al-faltah. The
methodology is structured in three sequential phases:

1. Textual Analysis (Tahqiq al-Matn): The first phase involves
identifying the primary isnad (chain of transmission) and the precise
matn (text) of the report from its original sources within the Sunni
canonical corpus, primarily Sahih al-Bukhari. This establishes the
exact wording that forms the basis of all subsequent analysis.

2. Authenticity Verification (Tagwim al-Isnad): The second phase
applies the principles of traditional hadtth criticism (‘ilm al-jarh wa
al-ta‘dil) to evaluate the report's authenticity. This involves assessing
the reliability of the narrators in its chain of transmission as judged by
classical Sunni hadith scholars themselves to establish its degree of
validity (sihhah) within the Sunni tradition.

3.  Semantic and Theological Exegesis (Tafsir wa Dalalah): The final
phase consists of a multi-layered exegesis of the report's meaning and
implications:

Lexical Analysis (Dirasah Lughawiyyah): Examining the
classical Arabic definitions of the critical term fa/tah in major
lexicons to establish its core semantic field.

Contextual Analysis (Dirasah Siyaqiyyah): Interpreting the
term within the immediate context of ‘Umar's sermon and the
broader historical context of the Saqifah event.
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Theological Discourse Analysis (Tahlll Kalami):
Systematically presenting the theological arguments derived
from the report by Imami scholars and the counter-arguments
developed by Sunni theologians. This includes a critical
evaluation of the logical coherence and textual evidence
supporting each position.

This tripartite methodology ensures a comprehensive deconstruction of the
report, moving from its foundational text and authenticity to its profound
theological ramifications, thereby providing a holistic answer to the research
question.

Findings

The research findings are presented in three main sections: the textual basis of
the report, its scholarly authenticity, and its semantic and theological
implications.

3.1. The Text of the Report

As narrated by Ibn ‘Abbas and recorded in canonical sources, the second
caliph, ‘Umar b. al-Khattab, delivered a sermon after learning that some
companions planned to nominate a successor upon his death in a similar
fashion to how Abu Bakr was chosen. He stated: "I have been informed that
one of you said, 'If ‘Umar were to die, I would pledge allegiance to so-and-
so.' Let no one deceive you by saying that the pledge of allegiance to Abi
Bakr was a faltah and is now concluded. Indeed, it was a faltah, but God
averted its evil (waqa Allah sharraha)." (al-Bukhari, Sahih al-Bukhari, vol. 8,
p. 25).

3.2. The Authenticity of the Report

The khabar al-faltah is considered highly authentic by Sunnt scholars.
Beyond its inclusion in the most authoritative Sunnt hadith collection, Sahih
al-Bukhari, its soundness has been explicitly affirmed by other prominent
authorities in the field (e.g., Ibn Hibban, Sahih Ibn Hibban, vol. 2, p. 154).

3.3. Semantic and Theological Implications (Dalalat al-Khabar)

The implications of the report are analyzed through its lexical meaning and
the arguments derived from it.

Lexical Analysis of Faltah: Lexicographers have defined faltah in two
contexts:

1. General Meaning: Classical linguists, without specific
reference to this report, define faltah as an event that occurs suddenly,
without forethought, planning, or deliberation (al-Farahidi, Kitab al-
‘Ayn, vol. 8, p. 122).

2. Context-Specific Interpretation: Later scholars, directly
addressing ‘Umar's sermon, attempted to mitigate the term's
pejorative connotations by aligning its meaning with ‘Umar’s
subsequent justifications, thereby stripping it of its inherent
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blameworthiness (al-Zamakhshari, al-Fa iq fi Gharib al-Hadith, vol.
3, p. 50).

Imami Arguments for the Illegitimacy of the Caliphate: The report
contains several textual indicators (gara ‘in) used by Imami Shi‘1 theologians
to challenge the consensus (ijma ‘) claimed at the event of Saqifah and to
question the legitimacy of the outcome:

1. Disqualification for Leadership: The very terms used in the
report—faltah (a rash act), waga Allah sharrahda (God averted its
evil), ‘Umar's palpable anger, and his subsequent threat to kill anyone
who repeats such an act—collectively imply that the process was
flawed and that its protagonist was not qualified through this means.

2. Negation of Consensus and Consultation: By definition, a faltah is
an act undertaken without deliberation or consultation (mashwarah).
This directly refutes the claim that Abii Bakr’s caliphate was the result
of a legitimate community consensus.

3. Admission of No Prior Designation (Nass) or Merit (Afdaliyyah):
Had there been any form of explicit (jali) or implicit (khafi)
designation from the Prophet, or if the caliphate was justifiable on the
basis of Abt Bakr being the "most excellent" of companions, the
description of the event as a faltah would be incoherent and
unacceptable.

Sunni Justifications and Rebuttals

Sunnt theologians have offered several interpretations to neutralize the
report's damaging implications:

1. Altering the Meaning of Faltah: Some scholars argue that faltah
simply means "sudden" (baghtatan or fuja’atan), devoid of negative
value (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Sharh Nahj al-Balaghah, vol. 2, p. 26).

Rebuttal: This is unconvincing, as a decision of such
monumental importance being made "suddenly" is inherently
problematic. The fact that ‘Umar immediately offers a
justification confirms the term's negative undertone.

2. Exonerating Abii Bakr as a Special Case: Others contend that while
such a process is generally invalid, Abli Bakr's unique status and the
critical circumstances made his case an exception (al-Bukhari, Sahih,
vol. &, p. 25).

Rebuttal: This claim is unsubstantiated by any prophetic text
(nass) (al-Ij1 & al-Jurjani, al-Mawdagif, vol. 8, p. 354).
Furthermore, the historical record of disputes among the
companions at Saqifah clearly challenges the notion of Abi
Bakr's universally accepted special status (al-‘Askari, Sagifah,
vol. 1, p. 131).
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3. Attributing the Language to ‘Umar’s Harsh Temperament: Ibn
Ab1 al-Hadid suggests that ‘Umar’s harsh language was a product of
his well-known brusque nature and not intended as a substantive
critique.

Rebuttal: This argument is theologically perilous. If ‘Umar's
temperament was so overpowering as to remove his agency, he
would be absolved of religious obligation (taklif). If not, he
remains fully responsible for the meaning and consequences of
his words (al-Milani, Nafahat al-Azhar, vol. 2, p. 379).

Conclusion

An analysis of the khabar al-faltah in the primary sources of both Shi‘T and
Sunni Islam demonstrates its critical importance in the debate over the
legitimacy of Abti Bakr’s caliphate. Shi'T scholarship consistently utilizes this
authenticated report to highlight the procedural invalidity and illegitimacy of
the leadership selection process at Saqifah. Conversely, Sunni theologians
have historically engaged in extensive hermeneutical efforts to justify or
reinterpret the report. However, these attempts have failed to convincingly
resolve the stark contradictions posed by ‘Umar’s own testimony, leaving the
khabar al-faltah as a persistent and powerful theological challenge to the
foundational narrative of the Rashidun Caliphate.
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