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One of the most important questions concerning the attributes
and acts of God is whether the actual world is the best possible
world. Robert Adams argues that a perfectly good moral agent
can create a world that is less than the best one they can create
it. According to Adams, this does not entail injustice or
unkindness towards creatures, nor does it indicate a deficiency
in God’s essence. This article utilizes a descriptive-analytical
method to examine the defensibility of Robert Adams’ view
that creating the best possible world is unnecessary. The article
aims to explain and evaluate Adams’ perspective. The
significance of Adams’ view lies in its grounding within the
ethical attributes of God, as understood within Abrahamic
religions. While the first part of Adams’ argument is partially
compelling, the second part contains flaws. Specifically: 1)
based on Adams’ position, the concept of “grace in creation”
appears inconsistent; 2) given the neutrality of the attribute of
grace (sifat al-lutf), merit-based considerations cannot be
entirely disregarded in choosing a specific world, ultimately
leading to the selection of the best possible world. Therefore,
the attribute of grace cannot justify a perfectly good moral
agent’s choice of a suboptimal world. Consequently, the dalil
al-limmi (a priori demonstration for proving the nizam al-
ahsan (best possible system/optimal order) remains valid.
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Article type: Believers across various Abrahamic religions anticipate the arrival
Research Article of a savior who will establish universal justice. Within Shi’i Islam,

the concept of Mahdism holds a position of profound significance,
as the Mahdi is believed to be the one who will establish the divine

Article history: government across the globe. This elevated status has, from ‘Asr al-
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Shaykh Ahmad al-Ahsa’r, from an ontological standpoint,
posits that the root of free will lies in existence (wujiid) and
essence (mahiyyah). As an advocate of the primacy of the
two principles (asalat al-aslayn - the “primacy of the two
principles,” namely existence and essence), he maintains
that existence (wujiid) necessitates virtuous behavior, while
essence (mahiyyah) inclines toward malevolent behavior;
the deliberation between good and evil, and the subsequent
choice of one over the other, is precisely what constitutes
free will (ikhtiyar). Furthermore, Ahsa’1 considers existence
to be an act of God (fi 1 bi al-dhat haqq ta ‘ala) and attributes
essence to God indirectly (bi al-‘arad). Therefore, though
valid, the attribution of evil and wickedness to God is not
essential. Ahsa’1also justifies the issue of human will and its
relationship with God by grounding the existential
subsistence of human beings and their actions in God, while
simultaneously maintaining human power to perform or
abandon such actions. The present research, compiled
through documentary methods and processed through
analytical and logical methods, critically examines Ahsa 7’s
theory regarding the explanation of human will and its
relationship to God’s power.
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The process of creation and the emanation of multiplicity from the
Source of Existence, along with the relationship between unity and
multiplicity, has been a central concern for theologians and a complex
debate among the Mashsha'1 (Peripatetic), Ishragi (Illuminationist),
and Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyah (Transcendent Theosophy) schools.
While all these schools acknowledge the reality of the Source, they
differ in explaining how multiplicity emerges and its connection to the
religious concept of creation. This research explores the theological
and philosophical components of creation in Ibn Sina’s thought and
examines how his theory of the emanation of multiplicity from unity
aligns with the religious theory of creation. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, the study aims to clarify Ibn Sina’s understanding
of creation and emanation, presenting a cosmology rooted in his
perspective. It is based on the hypothesis that his view of creation and
emanation originates from the foundations of Mashsha'1 philosophy
while also incorporating theological dimensions influenced by
religious teachings on creation. This distinguishes his view from those
of Aristotle and Plotinus. Ibn Sina explains the relationship between
objective and existential truths and the Truth (Haqq Ta‘ala) using key
concepts such as divine attributes (sifat ilahiyyah) and causality
(‘illiyyah). The aim of this research is to explore Ibn Sina’s system of
creation and emanation, highlighting the cosmology that emerges
from his perspective. By affirming creation through divine attributes,
causality, and the principle of al-Wahid (the One), Ibn Sina identifies
the First Emanated (al-Sadir al-Awwal) as the First Intellect (al-*Aql
al-Awwal) and the source of multiplicities. He also incorporates the
agentive and volitional nature of the cause into the emanation process.
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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The Hadith al-Ghadir or Al-Ghadir Sermon, as one of the most
Research Article significant narrations (Nusiis Riwa iyya) in establishing the legitimacy

Article history:

(Hagqqaniyya) and leadership (Imamat) of Imam Ali (a.s.), was issued
by the Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) and its issuance is agreed upon by

Received various theological schools. Among Islamic sects (Firaq Islamiyya), the
09 June 2024 Zaydiyyah holds particular importance due to its numerous
vad i . commonalities with Twelver Shi‘ism concermning the issue of Imamate

Recellv 9e iiger ngzd form and ﬂle lgadership of Imam Ali (as.). T_he Za_ydjs have aL_idressed this

Accepted Hadith in many (_)f their works, 11_1c1udmg theolqgl(_:al (Kutyb
06 July 2024 Kalamiyya), exegetical (Tafsir?), Hadith (Hadihi), jurisprudential

Available online
21 December 2024

(Fighi), and historical texts, considering it a famous (Mashhiir) and
continuously transmitted (Mutawatir) Hadith. The common ground and
central subject matter among all who have written on this Hadith is the
discussion of the Wilayat and Imamate of Amir al-Mu 'minin, Ali (a.s.).
This research, employing a descriptive-analytical approach, delves into

Keywords: the “Man Kuntu Mawlahu Fa 'Aliyyun Mawlahu” (“‘Anyone I am his
Zaydiyyah, master (Wali), then ’Ali (a.s) is his master.”) Hadith, known as the
Hadith al-Ghadir, Hadith al-Ghadir, from the perspective of the Zaydiyyah. It also answers
‘Ismat (infallibility), the question of what effects and consequences this Hadith entails. The
wilayat, findings of this research indicate that the Zaydiyyah consider the Hadith
mawla al-Ghadir to be authentic (Sahih) and Mutawatir, and they regard it as
(master/guardian), evidence for the Imamate and succession of Imam Ali (a.s.) after the

Afdaliyyat (superiority)

Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.). In interpreting the implications (Dalalat)
of this Hadith, by presenting various contextual evidences (Qara in
Mukhtalifa), they emphasize the Wilayat and Imamate of Amir al-
Mu'minin (a.s.) and negate the Wilayat of others. They also infer from
this Hadith his infallibility (Zsmat), superiority (Afdaliyyat), and
scholarly authority (Marja iyyat ‘llmiyya).
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Based on His Rubibiyyah, God sent prophets and revealed
legislations through them. The Uli al- ‘Azm prophets (Arabic:
a5&) Sl literally: the determined or steadfast)—namely,
Prophet Niih (Noah), Ibrahim (Abraham), Miisd (Moses), ‘Isa
(Jesus), and Muhammad (peace be upon them)—implemented
strategic planning influenced by Tawhid al-Rubiibiyyah
(Oneness of Lordship or Divinity). This planning was
structured around three key axes: understanding the current
situation, drawing the desired situation, and strategies to
achieve the desired situation. This study utilizes an
interdisciplinary approach to analyze these stages. The
findings reveal that the Ulii al- ‘Azm prophets (peace be upon
them) adopted various strategies to achieve the desired state.
These strategies include communicating their mission,
preserving human capital, demonstrating steadfastness and
reliance on God (Tawakkul), linking spiritual and material
affairs, highlighting the strengths of their organizational
framework, laying the groundwork for the continuity of the
Divinity vision in future generations, selecting successors and
ensuring organizational continuity, establishing governance,
and building civilizations. The strategic planning of the Uli al-
‘Azm prophets (peace be upon them) demonstrates distinct
advantages over contemporary managerial strategic planning
in areas such as addressing the comprehensive needs of agents,
emphasizing teamwork, supporting human capital, integrating
spiritual factors, institutionalizing organizational beliefs for
competitors, and embedding spiritual elements within the
organization. These advantages are evident in human,
organizational, and environmental dimensions.
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Prominent Muslim philosophers represent the appearance of
voluntary human action as a multi-stage process, with each stage
referred to as a “origin” (mabda’ or origination). These stages, in
summary, are: the mabda’ ‘ilmi (cognitive origin), the mabda’
shawgr (desiring origin), and the mabda’ ‘amali (practical origin).
‘Allamah Tabataba't argues that the appearance of voluntary
action does not necessarily occur solely through these origins.
Rather, a specific type of perception and acknowledgment is
required to make the appearance of action necessary for a human
being. He terms this category of perceptions as Idrakat I ‘tibart
(fictitious perceptions), Ara’ I‘tibari (fictitious opinions), or
‘Uliim ‘Amali (practical perceptions). This article, aiming to
answer the question of where Idrak I tibari (fictitious perception)
precisely fits within the process of action according to ‘Allamah
and how it relates to the appearance of voluntary action, is
structured using an analytical-descriptive method and relies on
library resources. In analyzing the precise placement of Idrak
I'tibart within the origins of action according to ‘Allamah, the
findings of the study indicate that some of his statements suggest
that he considers Idrak I ‘tibari to follow the mabda’ shawgi and,
in a way, to be influenced by it. However, other statements imply
that Idrak I ‘tibarf is part of the latter stage of the mabda’ ‘ilmi and
precedes the mabda’ shawqt.
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Based on the Qur’anic verse and narrations from both Islamic
main denominations (al-Farigayn), the sole request and reward
of the Final Prophet’s (PBUH) mission from Muslims is loving-
kindness (mawaddah) for his close kin (qurba), and he sought
no reward other than this for conveying his message. Muhyi al-
Din Ibn ‘Arabi asserts that if someone neglects the Prophet’s
only request, they will not be able to gaze upon his face on the
Day of Judgment nor hope for his intercession. This article
clarifies Ibn ‘Arabi’s approach to love (mahabbah) and loving-
kindness (mawaddah) for the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH), extracting
it from primary sources, and analyzes the essential
concomitants of his perspective. It addresses the following
questions: What is the meaning of mawaddah for the Ahl al-
Bayt? Given his definition of mawaddah, what are the
implications of his approach? Does Ibn ‘Arabi adhere to these
essential concomitants? If so, does he explicitly articulate
them? In answering these questions, the study concludes that
mawaddah for the Ahl al-Bayt is an act of worship and a pillar
of the Shari ah. Loving-kindness for them is inseparable from
love for the Prophet himself. Failing to show loving-kindness
toward them constitutes a betrayal of the Prophet and
disobedience to his commands. Most importantly, mawaddah
entails steadfastness in loving the Ahl al-Bayt, as it is a divine
trust (amanah). It means obeying and following their guidance,
and neglecting it results in disobedience to the Prophet’s
commands and departure from his Shari ‘ah.
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Today, the question of whether life is meaningful or not has
become a prevalent topic of discussion. But what is the
relationship between this concept and pleasure—a term
frequently used to describe human life and considered one of
its primary ideals? Given the variety of theories proposed
about the meaning of life, it is necessary to address this
question by examining these diverse perspectives.
Consequently, this study utilizes a descriptive-analytical
approach to investigate the relationship between pleasure and
the understanding of life’s meaning within naturalistic
theories. The study concludes that, according to subjective
naturalism, there is an equivalence between instances of
pleasure and the meaningfulness of life. This point highlights
the interdependence of the perceptual forms of these two
concepts. On the other hand, according to objective
naturalism, the relationship between instances of pleasure and
the meaning of life is one of absolute generality and
peculiarity. This indicates that, within these theories, the
perceptual form of life’s meaning necessitates pleasure but not
vice versa.
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One of the significant questions in the philosophy of religion
concerning prayer is whether certain requests made to God,
if granted, could lead to harm or suffering for others. Saul
Smilansky, a philosopher who views prayer not merely as a
wish but as a practical action aimed at achieving desired
outcomes, questions the ethicality of some prayers from a
consequentialist ethical standpoint. He argues that such
prayers may have detrimental consequences for others. In
contrast, while accepting Smilansky’s theory that prayer is a
form of practical action, Daniel Peterson, from the same
consequentialist stance, attempts to defend the ethical nature
of such requests and negate their detrimental outcomes by
relying on God’s attributes of absolute knowledge, power,
and benevolence. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method to critically examine the perspectives of
these two philosophers of religion on prayer. The critique is
conducted both from the perspective of the theological
foundations of prayer and from the standpoint of moral
philosophy. The most significant weakness in both views is
their equating prayer with practical action aimed at
achieving a goal. The primary challenge to Smilansky’s
perspective lies in making ethical judgments about requests
made to God based on human relationships and interactions.
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