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One of the most important questions concerning the attributes
and acts of God is whether the actual world is the best possible
world. Robert Adams argues that a perfectly good moral agent
can create a world that is less than the best one they can create
it. According to Adams, this does not entail injustice or
unkindness towards creatures, nor does it indicate a deficiency
in God’s essence. This article utilizes a descriptive-analytical
method to examine the defensibility of Robert Adams’ view
that creating the best possible world is unnecessary. The article
aims to explain and evaluate Adams’ perspective. The
significance of Adams’ view lies in its grounding within the
ethical attributes of God, as understood within Abrahamic
religions. While the first part of Adams’ argument is partially
compelling, the second part contains flaws. Specifically: 1)
based on Adams’ position, the concept of “grace in creation”
appears inconsistent; 2) given the neutrality of the attribute of
grace (sifat al-lutf), merit-based considerations cannot be
entirely disregarded in choosing a specific world, ultimately
leading to the selection of the best possible world. Therefore,
the attribute of grace cannot justify a perfectly good moral
agent’s choice of a suboptimal world. Consequently, the dalil
al-limmi (a priori demonstration for proving the nizam al-
ahsan (best possible system/optimal order) remains valid.
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