<
A-Musats ll 4

International ‘
University ¢

Online ISSN:2783-0667

Theology Journal

Print ISSN: 2476-5325
Homepage: pke.journals.miu.ac.ir

Philosophical Analysis of the Relationship Between
Pleasure and the Meaning of Life Based on Naturalistic

Muhammad Jafar Rezaee!

Theories

, Muhammad Ishaq Arefi?
Javad Raqavi®

, and

1. PhD Graduate in Islamic Philosophy, Al-Mustafa International University, Khorasan Branch, Mashhad,
Iran. Email: jafar.rezayee1385@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, PhD in Islamic Philosophy and Theology, and Lecturer at Al-Mustafa International
University, Khorasan Branch, Mashhad, Iran. Email: eshagharefi43@gmail.com

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Khorasan Branch, Al-Mustafa
International University, Mashhad, Iran Email: j_raghavi@miu.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:
Received

23 February 2024
Received in revised form

31 March 2024
Accepted

01 May 2024
Available online

21 December 2024

Keywords:

pleasure,

meaning of life,
subjective Naturalism,
objective Naturalism,
naturalism

Today, the question of whether life is meaningful or not has
become a prevalent topic of discussion. But what is the
relationship between this concept and pleasure—a term
frequently used to describe human life and considered one of
its primary ideals? Given the variety of theories proposed
about the meaning of life, it is necessary to address this
question by examining these diverse perspectives.
Consequently, this study utilizes a descriptive-analytical
approach to investigate the relationship between pleasure and
the understanding of life’s meaning within naturalistic
theories. The study concludes that, according to subjective
naturalism, there is an equivalence between instances of
pleasure and the meaningfulness of life. This point highlights
the interdependence of the perceptual forms of these two
concepts. On the other hand, according to objective
naturalism, the relationship between instances of pleasure and
the meaning of life is one of absolute generality and
peculiarity. This indicates that, within these theories, the
perceptual form of life’s meaning necessitates pleasure but not
vice versa.
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