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In addition to prophethood and mission, the Imamate of the Prophet (PBUH) in the
Holy Quran has social, sovereign and judicial aspects, which are referred to in this
study as "'Social Imamate'". The main question of the study is what is the relationship
of these aspects with the finality of prophethood and is there a possibility of
continuity in Imamiyyah thought? The present article is organized with a descriptive-
analytical method and with a comparative interpretation approach limited to a
sample of the interpretations of the two sects (Al-Mizan, Al-Tabyan, Majma’ Al-
Bayan, Mafatih Al-Ghayb, Al-Kashaf, Ruh Al-Ma'ani Ibn Kathir's
interpretation) under the verses of priority, wilayah, hakamiyyah, khatamiyyah, ul-

and

al-amr and istikhalaf. The findings show that the verses of priority (al-Ahzab:6),
wilayah (al-Ma’idah:55), and hakamiyyah (al-Nisa’:65,105; al-Ahzab:36; al-Nur:48-
51) from the perspective of commentators of both groups, indicate the three positions
of absolute sovereignty, guardianship, and judgment for the Prophet (PBUH). The
verse of Khatamiyyah (al-Ahzab:40) merely marks the end of the prophetic chain and
does not contradict the continuation of sovereign and judicial affairs; the verses of
Awal al-Amr (al-Nisa’:59) and Istikhlaf (al-Nur:55) emphasize the necessity of
continuing divine leadership after the Prophet. Sunni traditions such as “Ali is the
next guardian of all believers” and the Hadith of Ghadir, although they are
controversial in terms of chain of transmission among a group of traditionists, are
conceptually consistent with the continuation of wilayah and emirate for Ali
(PBUH).The innovation of the research can be identified in four areas: conceptual
(definition of social imamate as a concept composed of three components),
methodological (design of a three-dimensional model and systematic analysis),
interpretive (establishing a logical bridge between the verses of social imamate,
finality, firstness of authority, and succession, and discovering the Quranic system of
continuity of leadership), and narrative (assessing the documentary evidence of Sunni
narrations by separating the documentary evidence from the text and recovering
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their intra-school capacities to prove the continuity of imamate). The results of the
research show that the social imamate of the Prophet can be proven from the Quran,
the finality of prophecy is not an obstacle to its continuation, and an intertextual
approach to the narrations of the sects can open new horizons in approximate
discussions.
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Introduction

Imamat has a central and fundamental position in Islamic thought, especially in the
Imamiyyah system of thought. This position, which is presented in the Holy Quran
independently of prophethood and mission (Al-Bagarah: 124), in addition to religious
leadership and inner guidance, also includes social, sovereign, and judicial affairs. The Holy
Prophet (PBUH), as the Seal of the Prophets, was not only responsible for conveying
revelation and teaching the Book and wisdom, but also for governing the Islamic community
and judging disputes by establishing the government in Medina. These aspects of the
prophetic life, which are reflected in numerous verses, indicate a position beyond
prophethood and mission, which is referred to in this study as "social imamate."The
fundamental question of the research is whether these sovereign, guardianship and judicial
affairs of the Prophet (PBUH), which are proven in the Quran, end with the principle of the
finality of prophethood or is their continuation in another structural form (imamate in Imami
thought) incompatible with the finality? In clearer terms, does the finality mean the end of all
prophetic affairs or does it simply mean the end of prophethood and the absence of the
emergence of a new prophet, while the affairs of social Imamate can continue in another
direction? This issue is important because, on the one hand, among Islamic sects, Imami
thought, relying on verses and narrations, believes in the continuation of the Imamate in the
Ahl al-Bayt (AS) as a complement to prophethood and finalityviews of the commentators of
both sects

Results
The present study is organized with a descriptive-analytical method and library data

collection, and its main approach is a comparative interpretation limited to a sample of the
interpretations of the two sects (Al-Mizan, Al-Tabyan, Majma’ Al-Bayan, Mafatih Al-Ghayb,
Al-Kashaf, Ruh Al-Ma’ani, and Ibn Kathir’s interpretation) under the verses of priority,
wilayah, hakamiyyah, Khatamyt, Uli-al-Amr, and Istikhalaf.This article, by designing a
systematic-analytical framework, re-examines for the first time the three groups of verses on
priority (al-Ahzab: 6), guardianship (al-Ma’idah: 55), and authority (al-Nisa’: 65, 105; al-
Ahzab: 36; al-Nur: 48-51) in the form of a “unified theory of social imamate” and by
establishing a logical bridge between these verses and the verses on finality, first-in-
command, and succession, shows that the Quran itself has a coherent intellectual system
regarding the continuity of divine leadership. The research findings can be categorized into
several axes: First, in the field of Quranic evidence, the verses on priority (al-Ahzab: 6)
indicate the right of absolute sovereignty of the Prophet; in such a way that the commentators
of both sects have all emphasized the primacy of the Prophet in all religious and worldly
matters and have considered it the basis for the obligation of absolute obedience to him.The
verse of guardianship (Ma’idah: 55) begins with the circumstantial phrase “innama” and the
word “wali” in it is interpreted to mean the guardian and trustee of affairs, which indicates the
second component of social imamate, namely guardianship and legislative guardianship.
Although some Sunni commentators such as Qurtubi and Ibn Kathir have interpreted “wali”
to mean “lover and supporter”, solid evidence such as the inconsistency of this interpretation
with the circumstantial phrase of the verse, the political context of the verses before and after
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(Ma’idah: 51-56), the Quranic and traditional use of the word in the meaning of
guardianship, evidence from the life of the companions, the confirmation of the Uthaymeen
among contemporary scholars of Arabia, and the special revelation of the verse in the case of
Ali (a.s.) all support the interpretation of “guardian and trustee of affairs”.
understandings.confidence intervals or statistical significance levels.

Conclusions

”. The verses of arbitration (An-Nisa: 65, 105; Al-Ahzab: 36; An-Nur: 48-51) also indicate
the third component, namely judgment and legislation, and the commentators of both sects
agree on the binding nature of the Prophet's ruling and the conditionality of submission to
it.Second, in discussing the relationship between Khatamiyah and the continuation of
Imamate affairs, the verse of Khatamiyah (Ahzab: 40) merely indicates the end of the chain of
prophets and does not refer to the end of the office of Imamate, guardianship, judgment, and
sovereignty. Allamah Tabataba’i in Al-Mizan, carefully examining the word “al-nabiyyin”
(the prophets) that comes with the gender of the letter “alif” and “lam”, shows that
Khatamiyah refers only to the end of receiving revelation and legislating a new law, and that
the continuation of Imamate does not mean the coming of a new prophet. Many Sunni
commentators and theologians have also interpreted Khatamiyah to mean the end of
revelation and prophethood, but at the same time they have accepted the existence of the first-
in-command who must be obeyed after the Prophet (Fakhr al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, vol. 10,
pp. 113-114). Therefore, the verse of Khatamiyah does not contradict the continuation of
Imamate affairs.Third, in the necessity of continuity of leadership, the verses of the First
Authorities (An-Nisa: 59) and the Successor (An-Nur: 55) clearly emphasize the necessity of
continuity of divine leadership after the Prophet. The verse of the First Authorities makes
obedience to the First Authorities obligatory along with obedience to God and the Messenger,
and its application shows that this obligation is not specific to the era of the Prophet. Fakhr al-
Razi, in Mafatih al-Ghayb, clearly argues the necessity of the infallibility of the First
Authorities, and the following verse (So if you dispute about something, refer it to God and
the Messenger) shows that the authority for determining the identity of the First Authorities is
only God and the Messenger, not people. The verse of Istikhlaf also emphasizes the continuity
of divine rule in the form of Imamate and Wilayat by promising divine caliphate to righteous
believers, and Fakhr al-Razi introduces it as a divine promise to the caliphate of righteous
believers, which shows that there will always be guardians of the religion and divine rule on
earth.Fourth, in response to the doubt of the separation of the status of the preacher from the
ruler (Ali Abdul Raziq), the research uses the tripartite framework of social imamate to
criticize this theory in a structured manner and at three levels: "explicit text", "practical life",
and "necessity of continuity”, and shows that this theory is in conflict not only with one or
two verses, but also with the entire poetic structure of the Quran in the field of politics and
government.

Fifth, in the field of narrations, narrations about the necessity of knowing the Imam (such as
"Whoever dies and does not know the Imam of the era of ignorance dies a dead death"),
which are quoted in the sources of both sects (Musnad Ahmad, Sahih Ibn Hibban, Sahih
Muslim, Usul al-Kafi), emphasize the existence of the Imam in every era and the necessity of
knowing him.Specific narrations of wilayah such as the hadith "Ali is the guardian of all
believers in the future” (in Musnad Ahmad, Sahih Ibn Hibban, and Sunan Tirmidhi) and the
hadith of Ghadir ("Whoever was your master, he is your master"), although they are
controversial among a number of Sunni scholars in terms of chain of transmission, are
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conceptually consistent with the continuity of wilayah and emirate for Ali (AS). An
examination of the chain of transmission shows that the hadith of Ghadir, despite some weak
narrators in secondary sources, enjoys high reputation and credibility due to its transmission
in multiple sources and through different channels, and Tirmidhi has considered it "Hasan
Sahih™ and Hakim Neishaburi has considered it "Sahih™.The innovation of the research can be
identified in four areas: conceptual innovation in defining "social imamate" as a concept
composed of three components (sovereignty, guardianship, judgment) and distinguishing it
from similar concepts such as "religious government” and "guardianship of the jurist”;
methodological innovation in designing a "triangular model” for simultaneous analysis of
verses and the method of "systematic systematic analysis" that, unlike previous comparative
interpretations that have examined verses independently and unsystematically, this article
analyzes three groups of verses together as sides of a single triangle for the first time;
interpretive innovation in establishing a "logical bridge" between the verses of social
imamate, finality, first-in-command, and succession, and discovering the Quran's structural
system in the continuity of leadership, which until now had not been connected in a coherent
argumentative chain; And the narrative innovation in evaluating the chain of transmission of
Sunni narrations based on their own sources (tahdhib al-tahdhib, al-jarh wa al-tadil, thagat)
and separating "chain™ from "text" to prove the validity of the concept, which similar studies
have ignored or simply quoted Sunni narrations, without systematically assessing the chain of
transmission.The results of the research show that the social Imamate of the Prophet (PBUH)
can be proven from the Quran, the finality of prophethood is not an obstacle to its
continuation, and an intertextual approach to the traditions of the two sects can open new
horizons in approximate discussions. This research also emphasizes the point that the concept
of social Imamate within the framework of Imamiyyah thought, by carefully distinguishing
between the infallible Imamate and other forms of political rule, can never legitimize non-
divine, tyrannical governments or those based on mere popular choice; because this concept
has three basic pillars (divine institution, infallibility, and divine knowledge) that distinguish
it from other forms of government, and the Holy Quran explicitly states in the verse of Al-
Baqarah (2:124): “My covenant will not be granted to the oppressors,” which is a denial of
.any legitimacy for oppressive rulers
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