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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Literalism, through a superficial interpretation of certain
Research Article Qur’anic expressions—including “istiwa’ upon the Throne”—

leads to a form of corporeality with respect to God, which, upon
rational and ta’wil-based analysis, proves incompatible with the
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. v various dimensions of divine unity (tawhid). Islamic schools of
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N . thought typically resort to narrative sources in order to justify
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Accepted their doctrinal foundations. The question then arises whether

these documentary supports sufficiently substantiate their claims.
In this context, a comparative study of the sources of the Two
Sects (Shi‘a and Sunni)—which constitute the main tanzih and
tashbih fronts—yields more reliable results in determining the
dominant orientation of Islamic sources, and serves as an
appropriate verification of the degree to which narrations support
theological assertions. Do the narrative sources offer adequate
backing for the corporealist view? Through library-based
research and a comparative-analytical method, this article seeks,
by explicating “istiwa’ ‘ala al-‘arsh” in two major Islamic hadith
collections, to conduct a comparative authentication of the
implication of the hadiths of these canonical works for tanzihi or
tajstmi perspectives. The findings indicate that these hadiths,
whether directly or indirectly, imply tanzih rather than tajsim,
and that corporealist inferences have met with opposition in both
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