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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Religious rationality is one of the fundamental issues in the
Research Article philosophy of religion and contemporary theology, giving rise to
two major approaches in explaining the relationship between
Article history: reason .and religion: max1rpal rathnallsm .and mode.rat.e
R e dls 4 rationalism. The central question of this study is whether it is
SoeTVR . possible to preserve the role of reason in evaluating religious
Received in revised form . L . . .
beliefs while simultaneously acknowledging human epistemic
Accepted N »
Available onli limitations and the legitimacy of other sources of knowledge. The
parabie onine significance of this issue lies in the fact that, despite their
considerable epistemological strengths, both approaches face
important challenges, and little attention has been given to
developing a comprehensive framework that integrates their
respective advantages. Accordingly, the present study aims to
Keywords: . . . .
. . . comparatively examine the foundations, functions, and
Responsible Rationality, . . S .
epistemological implications of maximal and moderate

Maximal Rationalism,
Moderate Rationalism,

rationalism and to assess the possibility of achieving a balanced
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model for understanding the relationship between reason and
religion. The research adopts an analytical-comparative method
based on library research.The findings indicate that maximal
rationalism, by emphasizing the necessity of evidential support for
religious beliefs, plays a significant role in the rational defense of
religion; however, it encounters limitations in explaining the
formation of certain religious beliefs. In contrast, moderate
rationalism, through its acceptance of properly basic beliefs,
provides a more realistic account of religious cognition, yet faces
ambiguities regarding the criteria for distinguishing justified
beliefs. A comparative analysis of the two approaches
demonstrates that neither is independently capable of explaining
all dimensions of religious knowledge. Therefore, this study
proposes ‘“Responsible Rationality” as an integrative framework
that preserves the role of reason while also recognizing human
epistemic limitations and the diversity of sources of knowledge.
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