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The main aim of this research is to conduct a comparative study of the methodology of
Imamate studies in two fundamental Shiite hadith works of the third century AH, namely
the book "Al-Muhasin™ by Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Khalid Barki and the book "Basair
al-Darajat" by Muhammad bin Hassan Saffar. The main issue of this research is what
epistemological approach and narrative structure each of these works used to explain the
position of the Imam and the Imamate, and what are their methodological differences in
deducing the teachings of the Imamate? The research hypothesis is that the theological
concerns and intellectual backgrounds of each hadith narrator have had a direct impact on
the style of narration and the way in which the hadiths are organized.

The research method is descriptive-analytical and based on documentary study and text
analysis. The data were collected and analyzed by examining the structure of the chapters,
the way the narrations were arranged, and the recitation of the doctrinal content. The
results show that both authors, who are Qomi hadith scholars in the third century AH, have
considered the Imamate as the center of all religious affairs; with the difference that Barki
in Al-Muhasin has a practical and educational approach in explaining the doctrine of the
Imamate, in such a way that he shows the connection between the belief in the Imamate
and the religious life of the believer in areas such as the reward of deeds, the punishment of
sins, and moral values. In contrast, Saffar in Basa’ir al-Darajat, by focusing on the
positions, virtues, and existential levels of the Imams (a.s.), highlights the internal,
spiritual, and existential aspects of the Imamate.

The final conclusion of the research indicates that the difference in the authors’ goals and
cognitive horizons has led to the creation of two distinct patterns in Imamate studies; One
is Barki's ethical-doctrinal model that emphasizes the practical results of faith, and the
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other is Saffar's faith-cognitive model that focuses on the unseen dimensions and
existential positions of the Imams, which together provide a comprehensive and two-
faceted picture of the study of Imamate by Shiite traditionists in the early centuries.
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Introduction

This research, with a comparative approach, examines the methodology of explaining the
position of the Imam and the Imamate in two fundamental Shiite hadith sources in the third
century AH, namely the book "Al-Muhasin™ by Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Khalid Bargi and
the book "Basair al-Darajat” by Muhammad bin Hassan Saffar. The main issue of the research
is to determine the epistemological approach and narrative structure of each of these works in
explaining the Imamate, as well as to identify their methodological differences in deducing
teachings related to this fundamental principle. The research hypothesis is based on the fact
that the theological concerns and intellectual backgrounds of each hadith narrator have had a
direct and decisive impact on the way of narration and the way of organizing the hadiths. The
research method is descriptive-analytical and based on documentary study and structural and
content analysis. The data were collected and analyzed by examining the structure of the
chapters, the way the narratives are organized, and the reading of the doctrinal and practical
content of the two works in order to extract the authors' distinctive methodological patterns.
The results of the research show that both authors have considered the Imamate to be the
center of all religious matters, but the way they approach this doctrine and develop it is
completely different:

1. Bargi's methodology in "Al-Muhasin™ (educational-wilayi approach):

In "Al-Muhasin", Bargi presents the Imamate not in the form of an independent theological
discussion, but in an educational, moral, and faith-based context.

« Content-oriented structure: "Al-Muhasin™ is a huge collection of jurisprudential and moral
narratives, and Barqi has organized the narratives based on their content and practical content
(starting from purity and prayer and reaching moral virtues and esoteric sciences). Imamate
does not have an "independent chapter" in this book, but is the spirit and essence of all
chapters; Such as the chapter “The Reward of the One Who Loves the Family of Muhammad”
which is a manifestation of the doctrine of Imamate.

« Focus on action and punishment: His method is a moral and theological warning (similar to
the style of “Al-Jaza wal-‘Aqab”). He emphasizes the necessity of knowing the Imam, the
importance of confessing to the guardianship, the consequences of violating the covenant of
Imamate, and loving the Imam as the basis of faith, and considers the Imamate to be in the
circle of guardianship and obedience, and the criterion for measuring actions and salvation in
the hereafter. His goal is to make a person a worshipful and moral believer.

2. Saffar’s methodology in “Basair al-Darajat” (faith-cognitive approach):

By carefully examining the chapters and structure of the book, we come to the conclusion that
Basair al-Darajat is a completely Imamate book. It seems that Saffar’s intention in Basair al-
Darajat is to clarify the ranks and status of individuals in relation to the Imamate; in other
words, the book seeks to introduce the system of classes of people and the status of each
based on the degree of proximity to the Imamate. The title of the book is somewhat similar to
the title of the book "Al-Safwa", which has a longer history and dates back to the era before
Saffar. By writing Basa'ir al-Darajat, Saffar is trying to show, like Saffar's books, how the
ranks and value of humans are determined based on the issue of Imamate. Accordingly, the
value of humans begins with the Imam and continues to those who submit to and follow the
Imam, and finally ends with those who are outside this circle. In this book, the word "alam”
plays a key role in introducing the Imamate. In Basa'ir al-Darajat, Saffar emphasizes its
scientific and epistemological aspects by focusing on the existential positions and internal
aspects of the Imamate.
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« Science-centered structure and authority: The main axis of the book is based on the science
of the Imamate and the relationship of the nation with the Imam. The main chapters (parts 1 to
9) are dedicated to topics such as the obligation to seek knowledge, the reward of the scholar,
the superiority of the scholar over the worshiper, and the necessity of acquiring knowledge
from its source (the Imams).

* The transformation from knowledge to authority: Although the focus is on knowledge, the
tenth part of the book moves towards proving the absolute authority of the Imam; topics such
as the fact that the earth is not empty of authority and that if there are two people, one of them
is the authority, show that after proving the scientific status of the Imam, Saffar ultimately set
his goal to explain the Imam as the divine authority and the only guide to guidance.
Conclusion:

The difference in the goals and epistemological horizons of the authors has led to the creation
of two distinct models in Imamate studies: the moral-belief model of the elect, which sees the
Imamate in its practical and moral function in the life of the believer; in contrast, Saffar's
faith-cognition model, which defines the Imamate in its scientific status and its absolute
authority. This duality clearly demonstrates the evolution of Shiite hadith methodology in the
early centuries, with one path focusing on practical education and the other on explaining
epistemological and existential foundations.
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